51st Session of the UN Universal Periodic Review, 4th cycle

(slide 2) | represent Human Rights Center (HRC), 30 years old Georgian human rights
NGO, which is dedicated to the protection and promotion of human rights, the rule of
law and peace in Georgia.

In 2021, the Government of Georgia took significant human rights commitments during
its third Universal Periodic Review (UPR), notably supporting 257 out of 285
recommendations, including recommendations to "ensure a safe environment for
human rights defenders"! and to increase "the efforts of political leaders to publicly
acknowledge and protect important role of HRDs in the democratization process"?.
However, the human rights situation in the country, particularly concerning human
rights defenders (HRDs), has deteriorated at an alarming rate since 2023.

(Slide 3) In the recent years, civil society representatives and HRDs have been
subjected to physical assaults and threats.® In 2024, offices of multiple organisations
were vandalised by State-affiliated groups; propagandist media and senior Georgian
Dream government officials portrayed HRDs and CSOs as agents of foreign powers
and enemies of the state.

In 2024 and in 2025, the Parliament adopted repressive laws, which aim to silence
and close CSOs and independent media in Georgia. Please, pay attention to the fact
that unlike the Foreign Influence Law adopted in 2024, the Georgian version of FARA
foresees criminal liability and imprisonment of CSO leaders and management team
members for non-compliance to the law. It was not enough for the Georgian Dream
Government and in April 2025, the Parliament of Georgia amended the Grants Law,
which prohibits international donors to fund Georgian CSOs without preliminary
approval from the Government. It means, not a single NGO and media in Georgia have
been able to get foreign funding since April 2025 and soon we all will stop existence
because of lack of funding.

HRC is a founding member of the Human Rights House Thilisi. In March 2025, the
Prosecutor’s Office launched criminal investigation against the fund established by the
Human Rights House Thilisi, which assisted the protest participants to pay fines they
had received for the participation in demonstrations. The fines were directly paid to the
State Budget and not to individuals. Nevertheless, the authorities charged the Human
Rights House Thbilisi for ,acts of “sabotage”, “foreign aiding and abetting hostile
activities”, as well as the “mobilisation of funds for activities aimed against the
constitutional order and the foundations of national security of Georgia and froze
assets of the HRHT. In the frame of this investigation, executive director of HRC and
Board Member of the HRHT Aleko Tskitishvili was searched in the street as a
dangerous criminal and later his house was also searched and work notebook, mobile
phone and documents were seized.

In the end of August, Prosecutor's Office widened the scope of the criminal
investigation and charged seven more CSOs for ,equipping participants of protest
demonstrations with special means, who committed violent acts against law



enforcement” during the 2024 protests; their bank accounts were frozen. The charges
envisage imprisonment up to 10 years in term.

Now | will speak about parallel administrative proceedings against more than 30 NGOs
launched by the Anti-Corruption Agency based on FARA. in September 2025, the
Agency requested us to provide information about the projects. They request various
documents, including the personal data of our staff members, beneficiaries and
vendors.

Because of all these developments, many organizations have already stopped their
activities, among them are leading human rights and election monitoring
organizations, whose assets were frozen. Soon, there will be no organization in
Georgia, which will monitor, document and report the state of human rights and basic
freedoms in Georgia. There will be no CSO lawyer who will protect the rights of citizens
in the courts or prosecutor’s office, when they are arbitrarily arrested or/and fined for
enjoying their constitutional right to freedom of assembly and freedom of speech.

On October 7th, the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights
(ODIHR) called on the Georgian authorities to respect the rights to peaceful assembly
and freedom of expression, and to ensure that civil society can carry out its important
work freely and safely’.

In March 2025 in his memorandum on the human rights situation in Georgia, the CoE
Commissionaire for Human Rights recommended the Georgian authorities to respect
the work of human rights defenders and CSOs, investigate all cases of harassment
against them and to revoke the foreign agents laws?.

Recommendations

In light of the above, we call on the States to recommend to the government of Georgia
to:

Immediately repeal the Law “On Transparency of Foreign Influence”, the Foreign
Agents Registration Act, the recent amendments to the Law “On Grants”, and other
legislation aimed at shrinking civic space, bringing it into full compliance with Georgia's
international human rights obligations, particularly regarding the rights to freedom of
association and expression.

Ensure prompt, impartial, and thorough investigations into all attacks, threats, and acts
of intimidation against human rights defenders, and guarantee that perpetrators are
held accountable in accordance with the rule of law.

Ensure a safe and enabling environment for all human rights defenders to carry out
their legitimate activities, free from intimidation, reprisals, or undue restrictions, in full
alignment with Georgia’s international human rights commitments.

(Slide 4)
| thank you

' https://www.osce.org/odihr/598675
2 https://rm.coe.int/memorandum-on-the-human-rights-situation-in-georgia-by-michael-o-flahe/1680b4ba41
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