Social Justice Center welcomes this opportunity to address you.

Our organization has long defended the rights of marginalized groups. In the current human
rights crisis, we have provided legal support to victims of police abuse and violence, individuals
targeted for participating in peaceful assemblies, and public servants dismissed for expressing
their views.

Now, we ourselves are under attack. The Social Justice Center, along with ten other organizations,
is being investigated on baseless sabotage charges and targeted by the Anti-Corruption Bureau.

Georgia is undergoing deep authoritarian consolidation, which has dramatically restricted civic
space and dismantled safeguards protecting vulnerable groups.

I my statement | will focus on three issues: labor and social rights, environmental rights and
minority rights.

Social Rights and labour Rights

In the previous UPR cycle, Georgia was recommended to take further steps to improve the level
of well-being and social protection of the population

However, Georgia’s social and economic policies have increasingly become instruments of
political control rather than mechanisms for social protection or inclusion.

The Targeted Social Assistance Program (TSA)remains the backbone of Georgia’s social
protection system, yet it fails to lift people out of poverty or secure basic human dignity. In 2025,
monthly allowances for adults ranged from 30 to 60 GEL, the equivalent of 11 to 22 US dollars,
and 200 GEL for children — all far below the official subsistence minimum.

As of November 2025, over 800,000 individuals are TSA recipients. This is the highest figure in
the country’s history.

Our research shows a troubling correlation between the share of votes received by the ruling
party and the number of TSA recipients and benefits distributed across regions. This raises
legitimate concerns that the system is used to maintain political loyalty rather than social
protection.

Since late December, Georgia has witnessed mass dismissals of public servants across state
institutions. Over a hundred employees from ministries, municipal agencies, and public entities,
have been fired after they publicly protested the government’s decision to suspend Georgia’s EU
integration process.



These dismissals followed regressive amendments to the Law on Public Service, which weakened
job security, simplified dismissals, and curtailed the right to reinstatement or fair compensation.
High-ranking officials explicitly framed these amendments as a form of “self-
purification” or “cleansing” of the public sector, language that reveals their true motivation
behind these dismissals

Environmental Rights

In the previous UPR cycle, Georgia was recommended to include environmental standards in all
development  projects. However, Georgia continues toneglect environmental
safeguards and fails to ensure meaningful public participation in major development projects. At
the same time, environmental defenders who speak out against environmentally harmful
projects face increasing repression, including intimidation, criminalization, and smear campaigns.
Activists are frequently branded as “enemies of national interests,” accused of undermining
energy security or serving foreign agendas.

When Professor Tea Godoladze, the Institute’s director, publicly linked the Shovi landslide to
government negligence, she became the target of a coordinated smear campaign aimed at
discrediting her professionally and personally.

Meanwhile, Chiatura has become a symbol of environmental and social devastation. The
operations of Georgian Manganese, a company with close government ties, have caused the
collapse of homes, wells, and agricultural land in nearby villages such as Shukruti and Itkhvisi.
Instead of offering compensation, the company filed lawsuits against residents, obtaining court
orders to ban protests and even seize property.

Environmental defenders face criminal prosecution and public vilification. Activists Giorgi
Neparidze and Merab Saralidze from Chiatura were imprisoned for their environmental
advocacy.

Equality and Minority Rights

Georgia was recommended to further enhance the access by ethnic minorities to State services
and opportunities to participate in civil and political life.

In reality, Georgia’s political centralization also deepens structural inequalities faced by
minorities and marginalized groups.

Ethnic Azerbaijani and Armenian communities remain excluded from decision-making and public
administration. Language barriers persist in access to education, healthcare, and justice,
particularly in Kvemo Kartli and Samtskhe-Javakheti regions. Despite repeated UPR
recommendations, the government has failed to implement comprehensive language integration
or inclusion policies.



Religious minorities continue to face discrimination in property restitution and access to worship
spaces. Systemic neglect in education, including inadequate Georgian-language instruction and
poor access to preschool education, continues to restrict minorities’ participation in public life.

Recent hate-motivated attacks against Azerbaijani citizens reveal growing ethnic intolerance and
impunity. The government consistently avoids recognizing hate motives, reinforcing mistrust and
fear in minority communities.

Considering the above situation, we recommended the Georgian government to:

- Repeal the regressive amendments to the Law on Public Service and reinstate unjustly
dismissed employees.

- Ensure genuine public participation in development projects, stop harassing
environmental defenders, and hold violators accountable.

- Strengthen measures to prevent and respond to hate-motivated crimes against
minorities.

Thank you.



