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STATEMENT 
UPR Pre-Session on Saint Lucia 

Geneva, November 2025 
Delivered by: The Eastern Caribbean Alliance for Diversity and Equality 

 
 
Presentation of the Organization 
 
This statement is delivered on behalf of two non-governmental organizations. The first is Raise 
Your Voice Saint Lucia, a non-profit organisation dedicated to supporting women and children 
who are victims of gender-based violence in Saint Lucia. And the second is the Eastern 
Caribbean Alliance for Diversity and Equality (ECADE), an independent umbrella of LGBTI+ and 
human rights organizations operating in the Eastern Caribbean. 
 
Consultations were conducted by both organizations with its partners and members in the 
development of the submission.  
 
We are not aware of any national consultations on the drafting of the national report. 
 
The submission addresses the following issues, 1) Decriminalization of consensual same-sex 
conduct and anti-discrimination legislation to prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation and gender identity, 2) Legislation to protect women and girls from violence and 
discrimination 3) National human rights mechanisms.  
 
Issue 1: Decriminalization of same-sex conduct and inclusive anti-discrimination 
legislative. 
 
Follow up on the last review. 
 
During the third cycle review in 2021, 19 countries including Uruguay, Mexico, Ireland, Italy 
and Denmark recommended that the government of Saint Lucia decriminalize same-sex 
conduct between consenting adults. Since then, there was very little direct action from the 
State to meaningfully implement these recommendations. 
 
Developments since the last review 
 
Considering State inaction on this issue, civil society organizations in Saint Lucia representing 
LGBTI+ people mounted a legal challenge, and on July 30th 2025, same-sex conduct was 
decriminalized. This is a major human rights victory for LGBTI+ people in Saint Lucia. The threat 
of criminal prosecution no longer hangs over their heads. Decriminalization also removes the 
legal barriers for recognition by the State and inclusion in national policies and social 
protection mechanisms. 
 
Still, decriminalization is just the first step. For LGBTI+ people to live freely and openly, social 
stigma and entrenched practices of intolerance must be addressed. In the second cycle of the 
UPR, Germany and Canada recommended that Saint Lucia introduce anti-discrimination laws 
aimed at eliminating discrimination against LGBTI+ persons. The government of Saint Lucia did 
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not accept those recommendations, but they did accept the recommendation from the 
Netherlands to implement further anti-discrimination and awareness-raising programmes.  
 
There are a few, limited anti-discrimination protections for LGBTI+ people. We noted in 2015 
that Section 131(a) St. Lucia’s Labour Code prohibits unfair dismissal on the basis of sexual 
orientation. However, there has been no expansion of this protection to other forms of 
discrimination in the workplace. In 2022 the new Domestic Violence Act was passed and now 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. 
 
In the third UPR cycle in 2021, several countries including Uruguay, the UK and the 
Netherlands, again recommended that Saint Lucia introduce anti-discrimination laws that 
include LGBTI people. To date this has not been done, despite recommendations from the 
Constitutional Reform Committee.  
 
In order for decriminalization to have a meaningful, tangible impact on the lives of LGBTI+ 
people in Saint Lucia, they must have access to justice and be protected from violence and 
discrimination. 
In a 2025 report produced by ECADE and CADRES, LGBTI+ respondents from Saint Lucia 
reported being dismissed by police officers, mocked, having their report ignored or not taken 
seriously. 
 
Progress on LGBTI+ issues should be a matter of human rights, but it is often a matter of 
political will. A general election will take place in Saint Lucia in just over a month. Many people 
are fearful and uncertain about what this election could mean for their rights. Human rights 
must be guaranteed for all. Protection from discrimination must be guaranteed by the law.  
 
Recommendations 
 
Now that consensual same-sex conduct has been decriminalized, we call on the government 
of Saint Lucia to: 
 

a. Enact comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation that prohibits discrimination on 
the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity, including in the context of 
employment, education, provision of goods and services and accommodation.  

  
 
Issue 2: Legislation to protect women and girls from violence and discrimination. 
 
Follow up on the last review. 
 
In the third cycle, countries such as Barbados, Brazil, Chile, Spain and Guyana recommended 
that legislation be adopted to protected women and girls from all forms of violence and 
discrimination including gender-based violence (GBV) and all instances of marital rape. 
Mauritius specifically recommended that steps be taken to ensure GBV can be reported 
without fear of further victimization.  
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Since the last review, there has been some forward progress in that direction. A new 
Domestic Violence Act was passed in 2022 that expands the categories of who can get 
protection orders and prohibits discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.  
 
Unfortunately, no further steps have been taken to strengthen the legal framework needed to 
protect and support children. The Status of Children Act, which would correct discriminatory 
status given to children born out of wedlock and the Maintenance of Children Bill, which 
would regulate child support payments have still not been passed. 
 
Developments since the last review 
 
Gender-based violence and intimate partner violence continue to critically impact far too 
many people. In its 2024 Annual End of Year Report, Raise Your Voice Saint Lucia Inc. reported 
providing critical support services for 634 individuals impacted by domestic violence. 89% of 
their clients were women and girls, 8% were non-binary people and 3% were boys and men. 
Post-separation abuse is also a growing concern for the women and girls. Without an effective, 
timely police response, survivors can become even more vulnerable after reporting their 
abusers. Those who share children with their abusers are not sufficiently protected when 
visitation is granted. For married women, marital rape is criminalized only when a couple is 
separated or divorced. Women are vulnerable to violence and in an increasing number of 
cases, femicide. More must be done to protect women from all forms of abuse. 
 
Recommendations 
 

a. Increase staffing, resources and strengthen national policies that support survivors 
including: 

a. Safe, confidential, and accessible pathways of redress for survivors. 
b. Sustained training for law enforcement on trauma-informed responses. 
c. Policy reform to support effective access to justice for survivors navigating the 

justice system. 
d. Public awareness and education on legal rights and reporting mechanisms to 

reduce stigma and create accountability. 
b. Improved data collection of instances of violence against women and girls. 
c. Adopt the Status of Children Bill 
d. Adopt the Maintenance of Children Bill. 

 
 
Issue 3: National Human Rights Mechanisms. 
 
Follow up on the last review. 
  
In the third cycle, eight countries including Timor Leste, Panama, Finland and others 
recommended that Saint Lucia establish a National Human Rights Institute (NHRI). Many 
countries like Chile and Ireland also recommended that Saint Lucia ratify the remaining core 
human rights instruments such as ICCPR, ICESCR, CAT, CED, CRMW including their Optional 
Protocols. 
 

https://ryvslu.org/f/saint-lucia-has-a-new-domestic-violence-bill?ct=t%28EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_12_10_2022_COPY_03%29&mc_cid=7cdaa233cc
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Developments since the last review 
 
In 2019, Saint Lucia established a National Coordinating Committee for Human Rights which 
has to date issued one report, but no further progress was made on the establishment of a 
NHRI. We also note that the instruments mentioned above are still not ratified.  
 
Recommendations 
 
Saint Lucia would make headway in advancing human rights, if action is taken to implement 
the following recommendations: 
 

a. Establish an independent National Human Rights Institution in accordance with the 
Paris Principles. 

b. Implement domestic legislation related to the international instruments to which 
Saint Lucia is party, so citizens can have direct access to provisions under these 
instruments. 

c. Sign and/or ratify all outstanding International Instruments such as ICCPR, ICESCR, 
CAT, CED, CRMW including their Optional Protocols. 

 
  
 


