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1. This addendum contains the replies of Mali to the 275 recommendations it received 

in the wake of the review by its peers that it underwent on 2 May 2023 in Geneva, at the 

forty-third session of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review. 

2. At this session, Mali presented a national report and reported on the action it had taken 

in follow-up to the 187 recommendations it had accepted following the previous review in 

2018. 

3. The national report focused on the following points: 

• Introduction: background and reporting methodology 

• Implementation status of previous recommendations: implemented recommendations 

being implemented and pending recommendations 

• Challenges, achievements and difficulties: challenges in the implementation of the 

recommendations, achievements in the implementation of the recommendations and 

difficulties encountered in the implementation of the recommendations 

4. Conclusion and recommendations: measures to address persistent challenges, 

challenges requiring support from the international community and recommendations to be 

examined by Mali.  

5. With a view to maintaining the participatory and inclusive nature of the process, the 

Malian participants in this important exercise have decided, before adopting a posture on the 

recommendations, to return to the presentation of the national report and to collect the 

opinions and suggestions of all stakeholders to help the country’s highest authorities come to 

a final decision. 

6. It is within this framework that, on Wednesday, 16 August 2023, the Ministry of 

Justice and Human Rights organized a panel discussion to discuss the 275 recommendations 

resulting from the fourth cycle of the universal periodic review with national actors and to: 

• Gather their expert opinions on these recommendations 

• Provide a framework for consultation and dialogue between the Ministry of Justice 

and Human Rights and its national partners to adopt a common position on these 

recommendations 

• Involve stakeholders from the start of the fifth cycle to ensure efficient action in 

follow-up to these recommendations 

7. After the panel discussion, participants voted on the 275 recommendations shown in 

the table below: 

Recommendation 

number 

Position of 

Mali  Comment  Any other comments 

    1–16 Noted Mali joins the moratorium on the 
death penalty: 

Since 2008, Mali has always 
supported the General Assembly 
resolution on the moratorium on the 
use of the death penalty. 

In view of the social gravity of the 
issue, Mali is not yet in the best 
position to abolish the death 
penalty. 

17 Accepted Mali ratified the Optional Protocol to 
the Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment on 12 May 
2005. 

The National Human Rights 
Commission is the national 
mechanism for the prevention of 
torture. 

18 Noted Mali is a party to the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child and two of 
the protocols thereto, the Optional 
Protocol on the sale of children, child 
prostitution and child pornography 
and the Optional Protocol on the 
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Recommendation 

number 

Position of 

Mali  Comment  Any other comments 

    involvement of children in armed 
conflict. The ratification of the 
Optional Protocol on a 
communications procedure is not yet 
on the agenda. 

19 Accepted   

20 Accepted   

21 and 22 Noted Cooperation between Mali and the 
United Nations system is good and 
ongoing. 

A standing invitation is unnecessary, 
because whenever a request to visit is 
made, Mali always makes 
arrangements to collaborate with the 
mandate holders. 

 

  

23 Accepted As the mandate of the 
United Nations Multidimensional 
Integrated Stabilization Mission in 
Mali (MINUSMA) has not been 
renewed, the recommendations 
relating to it are not applicable. 

 

24 Accepted   

25 Accepted As the mandate of MINUSMA has 
not been renewed, the related 
recommendations are not applicable. 

 

26 Noted Cooperation between Mali and the 
United Nations system is good and 
ongoing. 

A standing invitation is unnecessary, 
because whenever a request to visit is 
made, Mali always makes 
arrangements to collaborate with the 
mandate holders. 

 

27 Accepted   

28 Noted Cooperation between Mali and the 
United Nations system is good and 
ongoing. 

A standing invitation is unnecessary, 
because whenever a request to visit is 
made, Mali always makes 
arrangements to collaborate with the 
mandate holders. 

 

29 Accepted As the mandate of MINUSMA has 
not been renewed, the related 
recommendations are not applicable. 

 

30 Accepted   

31 Noted Mali has adequate means of 
conducting in-depth investigations of 
serious human rights violations. 
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Recommendation 

number 

Position of 

Mali  Comment  Any other comments 

    32 Noted As the mandate of MINUSMA has 
not been renewed, the related 
recommendations are not applicable. 

 

33 Noted Mali has adequate means of 
conducting in-depth investigations of 
serious human rights violations. 

As the mandate of MINUSMA has 
not been renewed, the related 
recommendations are not 
applicable. 

34 Noted As the mandate of MINUSMA has 
not been renewed, the related 
recommendations are not applicable. 

 

35 Accepted   

36 Accepted   

37 Accepted   

38 Accepted   

39 Accepted   

40 Accepted   

41 Accepted Mali has drawn up a national security 
sector reform strategy, including an 
action plan for the period  
2022–2024. 

 

42 Accepted   

43 Accepted   

44 Accepted   

45 Accepted   

46 Accepted   

47 Accepted   

48 Accepted   

49 Accepted   

50 Accepted   

51 Accepted   

52 Accepted   

53 Accepted   

54 Accepted   

55 Accepted   

56 Accepted A national mechanism for the 
preparation of initial and periodic 
reports (CIMERAP) was set up in 
2009 by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International 
Cooperation. 

The Ministry of Justice and Human 
Rights has, for its part, created a 
national human rights directorate. 
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Recommendation 

number 

Position of 

Mali  Comment  Any other comments 

    57 Accepted   

58 Accepted   

59 Accepted   

60 Accepted There are no foreign forces in Mali.  

61 Accepted   

62 Accepted The National Human Rights 
Commission is the national 
preventive mechanism. 

Mali ratified the Optional Protocol 
to the Convention against Torture 
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment on 12 May 2005. 

63 Accepted   

64 Accepted   

65 Accepted Creation of new gendarmerie and 
National Guard units and military 
camps in newly created regions. 

Formation of new gendarmerie 
squads and police stations in the 
interior of the country and in several 
neighbourhoods in the district of 
Bamako. 

Creation of a prison administration 
school, ongoing humanization of 
detention centres, construction of 
new detention centres. 

 

66 Accepted Ongoing training in international 
humanitarian law for the Malian 
Armed Forces. 

 

67 Accepted   

68 Accepted The Malian Armed Forces operate 
with complete autonomy. 

 

69 Accepted   

70 Accepted There are no foreign forces in Mali.  

71 Accepted There are no foreign forces in Mali.  

72 Accepted   

73 Accepted   

74 Accepted   

75 Accepted   

76 Accepted   

77 Accepted Mali is governed by the rule of law.  

78 Accepted   

79 Accepted   

80 Accepted   
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Recommendation 

number 

Position of 

Mali  Comment  Any other comments 

    81 Accepted   

82 Accepted   

83 Accepted   

84 Accepted As the mandate of MINUSMA has 
not been renewed, the related 
recommendations are not applicable. 

 

85 Accepted   

86 Noted The investigations are under way, 
and the results will be 
communicated. 

The Malian Armed Forces operate 
with complete autonomy. 

87 Accepted   

88 Accepted   

89 Accepted   

90 Accepted   

91 Accepted   

92 Accepted   

93 Accepted   

94 Accepted   

95 Accepted   

96 Accepted   

97 Accepted   

98 Accepted   

99 Noted   

100 Accepted   

101 Accepted   

102 Accepted   

103 Accepted   

104 Accepted   

105 Accepted   

106 Accepted   

107 Accepted   

108 Accepted   

109 Accepted   

110 Accepted   

111 Accepted   

112 Accepted   

113 Accepted   
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Recommendation 

number 

Position of 

Mali  Comment  Any other comments 

    114 Accepted   

115 Accepted   

116 Accepted   

117 Accepted   

118 Noted All forms of physical assault, 
including mutilation, are prohibited 
in Mali. 

 

119 Accepted   

120 Accepted   

121 Accepted   

122 Accepted   

123 Accepted   

124 Accepted   

125 Accepted   

126 Accepted   

127 Accepted   

128 Accepted   

129 Accepted   

130 Accepted   

131 Accepted   

132 Accepted   

133 Accepted   

134 Accepted   

135 Accepted   

136 Accepted   

137 Accepted   

138 Accepted   

139 Accepted   

140 Accepted   

141 Accepted   

142 Accepted   

143 Accepted   

144 Accepted   

145 Accepted   

146 Accepted   

147 Accepted   
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Recommendation 

number 

Position of 

Mali  Comment  Any other comments 

    148 Accepted   

149 Accepted   

150 Accepted   

151 Accepted   

152 Accepted   

153 Accepted   

154 Accepted   

155 Accepted   

156 Noted In Mali, as in many other countries, 
comprehensive “sexuality 
education”, as a term, is 
inappropriate. 

This issue is dealt with in the context 
of reproductive health. 

Reproductive health is understood as 
a state of overall physical, mental 
and social well-being of the person, 
and not merely the absence of 
disease or infirmity, in all matters 
relating to the reproductive system 
and to its functions and processes. 

See Act No. 02-044 of 2 June 2002, 
the Reproductive Health Act. 

 

157 Accepted   

158 Accepted As the mandate of MINUSMA has 
not been renewed, the related 
recommendations are not applicable. 

 

159 Accepted   

160 Accepted   

161 Accepted   

162 Accepted   

163 Noted Criminalization of female genital 
mutilation: 

The State is not in the best position 
to criminalize female genital 
mutilation at the moment. 

All forms of physical assault, 
including mutilation, are 
prohibited in Mali. 

Accepted Efforts to raise awareness of the 
harmful effects of the practice are 
ongoing. 

164 Accepted   

165 Noted All forms of physical assault, 
including mutilation, are prohibited 
in Mali. 
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Recommendation 

number 

Position of 

Mali  Comment  Any other comments 

    166 Noted Most of these assaults are already 
covered under the Criminal Code. 

 

167 Accepted   

168 Accepted   

169 Accepted   

170 Accepted   

171 Accepted   

172 Noted   

173 Accepted   

174 Accepted   

175 Accepted   

176 Noted   

177 Accepted Illegal pretrial detention is 
unacceptable in Mali. Punishment is 
incurred, in accordance with the 
relevant norms, for any confirmed 
cases. 

 

178 Accepted Prohibition of forced marriage.  

Noted Raise the age for marriage of girls to 
18. 

179 Accepted For the time being, the focus of 
efforts to combat female genital 
mutilation is on stepping up 
information and awareness 
campaigns. 

 

180 Accepted Action already taken.  

181 Noted   

182 Accepted   

183 Accepted   

184 Accepted   

185 Noted Change social norms around female 
genital mutilation, which 
permanently harms 8 out of 
10 women. 

 

Accepted Raise the awareness of men and boys 
on their crucial role in the fight 
against female genital 
mutilation/excision. 

Noted Adapt the respective criminal laws. 

186 Accepted   

187 Accepted   
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Recommendation 

number 

Position of 

Mali  Comment  Any other comments 

    188 Noted The recommendation to combat 
forced marriage has already been 
accepted. 

Polygamy is a Malian custom. 

 

189 Accepted Criminalization of female genital 
mutilation: 

The State is not in the best position 
to criminalize female genital 
mutilation at the moment. 

 

190 Accepted   

191 Accepted   

192 Accepted   

193 Accepted   

194 Accepted   

195 Accepted   

196 Accepted   

197 Noted Legislation to combat sexual 
violence and child marriage already 
exists. 

 

198 Noted Criminalization of female genital 
mutilation: 

The State is not in the best position 
to criminalize female genital 
mutilation at the moment. 

 

199 Accepted  With regard to the adoption of the 
bill on gender-based violence, the 
choice was made to step up 
awareness-raising and outreach 
beforehand. 

 

200 Accepted A national gender policy has been 
drawn up for the armed forces and 
the security forces. 

A gender advisor has been appointed 
at the Ministry of Defence and 
Former Combatants. 

 

201 Noted  Criminalization of female genital 
mutilation: 

The State is not in the best position 
to criminalize female genital 
mutilation at the moment. 

 

202 Accepted   

203 Accepted   

204 Noted Criminalization of female genital 
mutilation: 
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Recommendation 

number 

Position of 

Mali  Comment  Any other comments 

    The State is not in the best position 
to criminalize female genital 
mutilation at the moment. 

205 Accepted   

206 Accepted   

207 Accepted Develop a culture of equality 
between men and women, by 
incorporating women’s access to 
justice. 

 

Noted Prohibit female genital mutilation 
and adopt legislation that punishes 
any form of violence against women. 

208 Accepted Criminalization of female genital 
mutilation: 

The State is not in the best position 
to criminalize female genital 
mutilation at the moment. 

 

209 Accepted With regard to the adoption of the 
bill on gender-based violence, the 
choice was made to step up 
awareness-raising and outreach 
beforehand. 

 

210 Accepted   

211 Accepted With regard to the adoption of the 
bill on gender-based violence, the 
choice was made to step up 
awareness-raising and outreach 
beforehand. 

 

212 Noted Legislation to combat sexual 
violence and child marriage already 
exists. 

 

213 Noted There is already a national gender 
policy. 

 

214 Accepted   

215 Noted Some conduct involving spouses is 
not considered criminal under Malian 
law. 

 

216 Accepted Criminalization of female genital 
mutilation: 

The State is not in the best position 
to criminalize female genital 
mutilation at the moment. 

 

217 Accepted Criminalization of female genital 
mutilation: 

The State is not in the best position 
to criminalize female genital 
mutilation at the moment. 

 

218 Accepted   
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Recommendation 

number 

Position of 

Mali  Comment  Any other comments 

    219 Accepted   

220 Accepted   

221 Accepted   

222 Accepted   

223 Accepted   

224 Accepted   

225 Accepted   

226 Accepted   

227 Accepted   

228 Accepted   

229 Accepted   

230 Accepted   

231 Accepted   

232 Accepted   

233 Accepted Criminalization of female genital 
mutilation: 

The State is not in the best position 
to criminalize female genital 
mutilation at the moment. 

 

234 Accepted   

235 Accepted   

236 Accepted   

237 Accepted   

238 Noted Under the legislation governing the 
armed and security forces, the 
recruitment age is 18. 

Mali makes efforts to reach out to all 
the armed groups on its territory with 
a view to combating the recruitment 
of children. 

 

239 Accepted   

240 Accepted Criminalization of female genital 
mutilation: 

The State is not in the best position 
to criminalize female genital 
mutilation at the moment. 

 

241 Accepted   

242 Accepted   

243 Accepted   

244 Accepted   
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Recommendation 

number 

Position of 

Mali  Comment  Any other comments 

    245 Accepted   

246 Accepted   

247 Noted   

248 Noted   

249 Noted Marriage in Mali is regulated by the 
Individual and Family Code, which 
takes the country’s specific 
sociological situation into account. 

 

250 Accepted   

251 Accepted   

252 Accepted   

253 Accepted   

254 Accepted   

255 Accepted   

256 Accepted   

257 Noted Marriage in Mali is regulated by the 
Individual and Family Code, which 
takes the country’s specific 
sociological situation into account. 

 

258 Accepted   

259 Accepted Criminalization of female genital 
mutilation: 

The State is not in the best position 
to criminalize female genital 
mutilation at the moment. 

 

260 Accepted   

261 Accepted   

262 Accepted   

263 Noted Marriage in Mali is regulated by the 
Individual and Family Code, which 
takes the country’s specific 
sociological situation into account. 

 

264 Accepted   

265 Accepted   

266 Accepted   

267 Accepted   

268 Accepted   

269 Accepted   

270 Accepted   

271 Accepted   
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Recommendation 

number 

Position of 

Mali  Comment  Any other comments 

    272 Noted Acting on this recommendation 
would be out of step with the 
customs of the country. 

 

273 Noted Out of step with the customs of the 
country. 

 

274 Noted Out of step with the customs of the 
country. 

 

275 Noted Out of step with the customs of the 
country. 
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