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maiming of children. I urge all parties to end and prevent violations and to allow and
facilitate safe, timely and unimpeded humanitarian access to children.

Pakistan

261. A total of 39 children (6 boys, 6 girls, 27 sex unknown) were reportedly killed
(8) and maimed (31) by unidentified perpetrators in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (16),
Pakistan-administered Kashmir (13) and Balochistan (10). Incidents included clashes
across the line of control (13) and improvised explosive devices (6).

262. One attack on a school was reported in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province when
unidentified perpetrators placed an improvised explosive device. The Global Polio
Eradication Initiative reported 127 incidents by unidentified armed elements.

Developments and concerns

263. I welcome the engagement of the Government with my Special Representative
to develop preventive measures to protect children. I reiterate my call for the
Government to better protect children through the endorsement of international
commitments such as the Safe Schools Declaration and the Vancouver Principles.

Philippines

264. The United Nations verified 60 grave violations against 57 children (34 boys,
23 girls). In addition, nine grave violations against nine children (5 boys, 4 girls) that
occurred before the reporting period were verified at a later date.

265. The United Nations verified the recruitment and use of 12 children (5 boys, 7 girls)
attributed to the New People’s Army (NPA) in Misamis Oriental (4), Davao Oriental (2),
Negros Oriental (2), Leyte (2), Bukidnon (1) and Negros Occidental (1) provinces. At
least three of the children were used in combat. All children were separated from the
group. In addition, the recruitment and use and the subsequent release of one boy by
NPA in Samar province was verified at a later date by the United Nations.

266. The United Nations verified the detention of five children (2 boys, 3 girls) by
the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) in Misamis Oriental (3) and Zambales (2)
provinces. Three children remained detained as at December 2020.

267. The killing (14) and maiming (31) of 45 children (28 boys, 17 girls) were
verified and attributed to the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) (14), NPA (6), AFP (9) and
unidentified perpetrators (16) as a result of crossfire and shelling between AFP and
the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) (12), explosive remnants of war
(3) and improvised explosive devices (1). Child casualties occurred in Maguindanao
(15), Sulu (14), Surigao del Sur (5) and other provinces (11). In addition, the killing
(2) and maiming (4) of six children (4 boys, 2 girls) by NPA (5) and AFP (1) that
occurred in previous years was verified at a later date by the United Nations.

268. No incidents of sexual violence were verified. Sexual violence affecting two
girls attributed to AFP (2) that occurred in 2018 and 2019 was verified at a later date
by the United Nations.

269. Two attacks on schools were verified and attributed to NPA (1) and unidentified
perpetrators (1) in Bukidnon (1) and Agusan del Sur (1) provinces.

270. The United Nations verified the abduction of one boy by NPA in Agusan del Sur
province.
Developments and concerns

271. 1 welcome the adoption by the Government of a protocol on handling children
in situations of armed conflict in September 2020. I encourage the Government to
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