A/74/845
$/2020/525

20-06498

Developments and concerns

214. T welcome the constructive role played by the Government in support of the
United Nations engagement with CJTF under the 2017 action plan on ending and
preventing the recruitment and use of children. As a result, of the thousands of
children released from CJTF, 1,355 children (1,138 boys, 217 girls) attended
ceremonies marking their separation from the group in 2019. I encourage the
authorities to ensure the reintegration of released children and further encourage
CJTF to complete the implementation of its action plan.

215. While the release of 160 children from detention is encouraging, [ am concerned
about the children remaining in detention for their alleged association with Boko
Haram. I reiterate my call upon Nigerian authorities to treat all children formerly
associated with armed groups as victims, with detention as a last resort, and to release
all children in its custody. I urge the Nigerian authorities to adopt a handover protocol
for the handing over of children associated with armed groups to civilian child
protection actors, and to provide access for the United Nations to all detained
children.

216. The brutality of grave violations perpetrated by Boko Haram in north-east
Nigeria and the Lake Chad Basin region remains a grave concern, notably the
continued use of children, particularly girls, as carriers of improvised explosive
devices, and T request my Special Representative to promote enhanced monitoring
capacity in the Lake Chad Basin. I urge Boko Haram to immediately cease all
violations against children.

Pakistan

217. A total of 23 children (2 boys, 4 girls, 17 sex unknown) were reportedly
killed (5) and injured (18) during armed clashes or by shelling or targeted fire across
the line of control (10), by improvised explosive devices (3) and explosive remnants
of war (10) in Pakistan-administered Kashmir, Punjab, Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Provinces. Responsibility could not be attributed for any of those
casualties.

218. Three attacks against schools (2) and hospitals (1) were reported, but
responsibility was not attributed. The two schools in Pakistan-administered Kashmir
were reportedly attacked across the line of control. The hospital in Balochistan
Province was attacked with the use of an improvised explosive device. The Global
Polio Eradication Initiative reported over 660 attacks or threats of attacks against its
staff and facilities, mostly in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Provinces.

Developments and concerns

219. I welcome the Government’s continued efforts to protect the workers who are
conducting the polio campaign. I note the decrease in the number of attacks against
schools and in the number of child casualties, but call upon the Government to
continue preventive measures to protect children, especially around the line of
control. I reiterate my call for the Government to endorse the Safe Schools
Declaration and to protect schools.

Philippines

220. The United Nations verified 79 grave violations against 67 children (42 boys,
25 girls).

221. The recruitment and use of 18 children (14 boys, 4 girls), between the ages of
15 and 17, were attributed to armed groups, namely the New People’s Army (NPA)
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