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imposed by parties to conflict. Most cases were attributed to NSF (23) and Boko
Haram (10) and took place in areas where the humanitarian needs of children were
dire.

Developments and concerns

214. The United Nations continued engagement with CITF within the framework of
the action plan to end and prevent child recruitment and use, signed in September
2017, and 833 children were formally separated from CJTF in 2018. I welcome this
development and call on CJTF to continue the implementation of the plan with the
United Nations. I take note of the constructive role played by the Government in
support of this process and of the reintegration of released children.

215. While the release by the Nigerian authorities of 241 children from detention is
encouraging, I remain concerned about children remaining in detention owing to their
alleged association with Boko Haram. I call on the authorities to release all children,
ensure their sustainable reintegration, swiftly adopt a handover protocol for children
associated with armed groups to civilian child protection actors, in line with
international standards, and provide access to the United Nations to all children
deprived of liberty. I also urge the Government to avoid impinging on students’ safety
and education, in line with its commitments in the Safe Schools Declaration, and to
swiftly endorse the Paris Principles.

216. The scale and brutality of grave violations perpetrated by Boko Haram in north-
east Nigeria and the subregion remain a serious concern, notably the continued use of
children, in particular girls, as carriers of improvised explosive devices and the
targeting of girls’ education, including through abductions and attacks on schools. I
call upon the group to immediately cease all violations and abide by its obligations
under international law.

Pakistan

217. Elections to the Senate and general elections, tensions between neighbouring
countries and the emergence of new groups and continued threats from militant
groups affected the security situation, including children’s rights and protection.
Balochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Newly Merged Districts remained the
main geographical areas of concern.

Grave violations

218. The United Nations received reports of 36 incidents which resulted in the killing
(7) and maiming (56) of 63 children. Of those incidents, 20 were attributed to armed
groups, including attacks claimed by Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan in Balochistan (2) and
Killa Abdullah (1) and the Islamic State in Quetta (1). Ten of the reported incidents
involved the use of improvised explosive devices disguised as toys and resulted in the
maiming of 19 children, mainly in Bannu, North Waziristan in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and the Newly Merged Districts. The remaining 16 incidents involved cross-border
attacks between Pakistan and India and reportedly killed (4) and maimed (18) 22
children.

219. A total of 34 attacks on schools, injuring 26 students, were reported. Among
those, 14 attacks, which targeted girls’ education, occurred during a single day in
August in Chilas in Gilgit-Baltistan. Some attacks involved explosions and the use of
improvised explosive devices and grenades. In addition, personnel of the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative reported over 300 attacks in 2018.

220. During the General Election, on 25 July, 8 schools were reportedly used as
polling stations and half of them were attacked with grenades. For example,
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unidentified elements allegedly threw a hand grenade at a girls’ primary school in
Kushak Village, before polling started.

Developments and concerns

221. T am seriously concerned by the reported spike in the number of child casualties
and attacks on schools, including the targeting of girls”’ education, as well as attacks
relating to the Global Polio Eradication Initiative. I welcome the Government’s
efforts to protect workers conducting the polio campaign and call on the Government
to endorse the Safe Schools Declaration and take preventive measures to protect
schools.

Philippines

222. Although the Marawi siege ended in October 2017, military operations
continued throughout 2018 against remaining members of the Maute Group, the
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters, the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) and other
Islamic State-affiliated groups. Additionally, conflict-related incidents between the
New People’s Army (NPA) and the Armed Forces of the Philippines, who were
supported by pro-government paramilitary groups, intensified after the President,
Rodrigo Roa Duterte, declared the Communist Party of the Philippines-NPA a
terrorist organization, in December 2017, and after the cessation of formal peace talks
in June 2018. Those operations resulted in the displacement of over 212,000 people,
half of whom were children, the prolongation of martial law until December 2019 and
access restrictions for the monitoring and verification of grave violations.

Grave violations

223. The United Nations verified 69 grave violations against children, 26 of which
took place in 2017 but could only be verified in 2018, mainly owing to restricted
access to Marawi after the siege.

224. The recruitment and use of 19 children (10 boys, 9 girls) by armed groups (18)
and armed forces (1) were verified. The Maute Group used 13 children as human
shields, to extract gunpowder from firecrackers or to ransack houses during the
Marawi siege in 2017. NPA used five children in combat or support roles, and the
Armed Forces of the Philippines used one boy to provide support in a military camp.
The United Nations received additional allegations of the recruitment and use of
children by NPA (eight), Maute Group (four) and ASG (one).

225. The United Nations verified the detention of four children (including one girl),
between the ages of 16 and 17, by security forces for their alleged association with
armed groups, for periods ranging from two days to one month.

226. The United Nations verified the killing (16) and maiming (41) of 57 children
(33 boys, 24 girls). Child casualties were attributed to the Armed Forces of the
Philippines (8), NPA (3), Maute Group and ASG (1 each). Responsibility in 10 cases
was attributed to armed groups allegedly influenced by Islamic State, and in 34 cases,
responsibility could not be attributed. Half of the total casualties were caused by
explosive remnants of war (17) and improvised explosive devices (12). For instance,
on 2 September, in Isulan city, Sultan Kudarat, the explosion of an improvised
explosive device resulted in the killing of a girl and the maiming of four boys, some
as young as 5.

227. Three cases of the rape of girls, some as young as 14, perpetrated by the Maute
Group, were verified. The girls had been raped or forced to marry Maute Group
members during the Marawi siege in 2017.
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