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Haram during previous years. 82 of the Chibok schoolgirls abducted by Boko Haram
in April 2014 were released as a result of internationally supported negotiations
between Boko Haram and the Government, while 112 remain unaccounted for. On
19 February 2018, 105 girls were abducted from the Government Girls’ Science
Technical College in Dapchi, Yobe State, by Boko Haram insurgents, further
curtailing access to education for Nigerian girls.

230. Five incidents of denial of humanitarian access were verified, including
ambushes and physical attacks on humanitarian workers. Four were attributed to Boko
Haram and one to NSF.

Developments and concerns

231. Measures put in place to improve the protection of children. I commend
CJTF for signing an action plan with the United Nations on 15 September to end and
prevent the recruitment and use of children and the important first steps taken for its
implementation, including the promulgation of a standing order by CJTF to end and
prevent child recruitment. I encourage CJTF to consolidate and to further accelerate
the implementation of the action plan.

232. T remain concerned that children continued to be detained and urge the
Government to release them and to swiftly adopt the handover protocol for children
associated with armed groups, in line with international standards, and to ensure the
sustainable reintegration of children. I also encourage the Government to cease the
use of schools for military purposes, in line with the commitments in the Safe Schools
Declaration, and to provide a protective educational environment for children, in
particular for girls.

233. The continued number of violations by Boko Haram remains gravely disturbing,
in particular the use of children as carriers of person-borne improvised explosive
devices and the number of abductions, including the reported abduction of more than
100 girls in Dapchi, Yobe State, in 2018.

234. 1 am deeply concerned by the significant increase in the number of children
killed and maimed and of cases of sexual violence and call on all parties to the conflict
to take urgent action to improve the protection of children.

Pakistan

235. Since 2009, attacks by armed groups have progressively decreased, with
370 incidents reported in 2017. More than half of all incidents were attributed to
Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and splinter groups, predominantly in Balochistan
and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA). Reports indicate an increasing
presence of ISIL-KP, particularly in Balochistan and northern Sindh.

Grave violations

236. The United Nations continued to receive reports of the recruitment and use of
children, including from madrasas, and allegations of the use of children by armed
groups for suicide attacks. In January, TTP released a video showing children,
including girls, being instructed in how to perpetrate suicide attacks.

237. Age-disaggregated data on civilian casualties are limited, but incidents of
children killed and injured in attacks by armed groups continued to be reported. In
February, at least 75 people, including 20 children, were reportedly killed in a suicide
attack in Sehwan, Sindh Province. In April, 14 persons, including 4 children, were
reportedly killed when a passenger vehicle struck a roadside bomb in the Gudar area,
FATA. ISIL-KP and TTP-Jamaat-ul-Ahrar both claimed the attack.
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238. Eight attacks on educational facilities and students were reported, four targeting
girls’ education. For example, in March, unidentified individuals vandalized the
Oxford Public School, located in Ghizer Valley, Gilgit-Baltistan, and threatened to
bomb the school if female teachers did not cover themselves. In the same month, a
girls’ school located in Qila Abdullah in Balochistan Province was damaged in an
attack, through the use of improvised explosive devices.

239. Attacks on health-care facilities and staff by armed groups continued in 2017,
including 113 direct attacks (three personnel killed) or threats against polio
vaccinators.

Developments and concerns

240. I am concerned by the continued attacks on schools by armed groups,
particularly the targeting of girls’ education. In this regard, I take note of ongoing
efforts to review national policies on child rights, and encourage the Government to
prioritize measures to deter future attacks on schools.

Philippines

241. The reporting period was marked by the five-month Marawi siege and the
related military operation against the Maute Group, the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) and
the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF), resulting in the enactment of
martial law in Mindanao. In addition, the United Nations continued to document low-
intensity armed engagements between Government forces, occasionally in
coordination with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front in territory controlled by the
group, and armed groups, predominantly in Mindanao. Conflict-related incidents
between the New People’s Army (NPA) and Government forces supported by
pro-government armed groups intensified, following the termination of the ceasefire
agreement and the subsequent collapse of peace talks.

Grave violations

242. The United Nations verified the recruitment and use of 30 children (6 girls,
8 boys, 16 sex unknown) by armed groups. 16 children were used as human shields
by BIFF in a single incident; 6 were recruited and used by NPA; and 8 by the Maute
Group. Children were recruited and used for combat, as part of medical squads, as
cooks and to extract gunpowder from firecrackers. The United Nations received
additional unverified reports of the large-scale recruitment and use of children by the
Maute Group during the Marawi siege and of nine children recruited by NPA,
indicating that the actual number of violations is likely higher. Some of the children
were reportedly killed in combat.

243. The United Nations documented the detention of 12 children for their alleged
association with armed groups, none of whom were formally charged. For example,
four boys were arrested and detained by the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP)
for their alleged association with ASG. The boys were blindfolded, handcuffed and
beaten during their detention and subsequently taken to a hospital for medical
treatment.

244. The United Nations verified the killing and maiming of 33 children (16 killed,
17 injured; 21 boys, 12 girls). 12 cases were attributed to AFP and 1 to NPA and
included incidents of indiscriminate attacks. For instance, on 12 July, two boys and
one girl, reportedly associated with NPA, were killed during an encounter with AFP
in Compostela Valley province. 20 cases could not be attributed and included
casualties caused by explosive remnants of war (10) and crossfire (8). In addition, an
undetermined number of children were killed and injured during the Marawi siege.
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