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Background

Since 2017 the number of grave violations against children in Pakistan has been decreasing each
year (370 in 2017; 97 in 2018; 26 in 2019) until a slight increase was reported in 2020 with 40
grave violations affecting more than 30 children. Violations included the killing and maiming of
children through Explosive Remnants of War (ERW), Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs),
crossfire between armed groups and, crossfire and shelling across the line of control. Attacks
against schools and hospitals were also concerning. The high number of reported attacks
targeting the Global Polio Eradication Initiative continues to be a serious concern.

Another growing concern is the increase of incidents in border areas with Afghanistan.

On 3 June 2022, the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) agreed to extend an indefinite ceasefire
with the Government of Pakistan.

Recommendations

e Call on the Government of Pakistan to strengthen child protection by implementing
preventive measures, especially around the line of control, and to continue its constructive
engagement with the United Nations on practical measures to strengthen existing child
protection systems.

e Call on the Government of Pakistan to endorse the Safe Schools Declaration and the
Vancouver Principles on Peacekeeping and Preventing the Recruitment and Use of Child
Soldiers.



