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Introduction

1. The Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review, established in accordance with
Human Rights Council resolution 5/1, held its forty-sixth session from 29 April to 10 May
2024. The review of the Comoros was held at the 9th meeting, on 3 May 2024. The delegation
of the Comoros was headed by the Minister of Justice, Islamic Affairs and Public Service in
charge of Human Rights, Transparency and Public Administrations, Djae Ahamada. At its
16th meeting, held on 8 May 2024, the Working Group adopted the report on the Comoros.

2. On 10 January 2024, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of
rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review of the Comoros: China, Co6te d’Ivoire and
Honduras.

3. In accordance with paragraph 15 of the annex to Human Rights Council resolution
5/1 and paragraph 5 of the annex to Council resolution 16/21, the following documents were
issued for the review of the Comoros:

(@8 A national report submitted/written presentation made in accordance with
paragraph 15 (a);*

(b) A compilation prepared by the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in accordance with paragraph 15 (b);?

(¢)  Asummary prepared by OHCHR in accordance with paragraph 15 (c).3

4, A list of questions prepared in advance by Canada, Germany, Liechtenstein, Portugal,
on behalf of the Group of Friends on national mechanisms for implementation, reporting and
follow-up, Slovenia, Spain, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
the United States of America was transmitted to the Comoros through the troika. These
questions are available on the website of the universal periodic review.

Summary of the proceedings of the review process

Presentation by the State under review

5. The delegation of the Comoros stated that the national report had been drafted as part
of an inclusive process. The ministerial departments concerned by the proposed subject areas,
the regional and local authorities, parliamentarians, prominent citizens, civil society
organizations, religious leaders and the media had all been involved. An interministerial
committee, known as the Interministerial Reporting and Follow-up Committee, had been
tasked with drawing up the report on the basis of the data collected.

6. The national report analysed the general human rights situation in the country and
provided an overview of the implementation of the recommendations made during the third
cycle of the universal periodic review of the Comoros. The national report had been prepared
during a difficult period marked by a number of challenges that the country had had to
overcome.

7. New regulatory and legislative acts had been put in place to ensure compliance with
the new Constitution of 2018 and to strengthen the institutional framework to bring it more
into line with democratic standards. For example, the separation of powers had been
enshrined to guarantee the rule of law and respect for human rights, resulting in an excessive
workload for the Ministry of Justice, which had to contend with limited human resources.

8. Cyclone Kenneth, which had hit the country in April 2019, had caused damage,
leading to a major mobilization of human, material and financial resources to help victims
and repair damaged school and health-care facilities. In addition, the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic had had a significant impact, forcing the State to redirect spending
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initially earmarked for the promotion of economic and social growth towards emergency care
for vulnerable populations affected by the pandemic.

9. However, this critical context had not prevented the Comoros from making progress
in implementing the recommendations accepted during the third cycle of the universal
periodic review. Nor had it altered the country’s determination to pursue its policy of
promoting and strengthening human rights while ensuring the well-being of the most
vulnerable social groups, such as children, persons with disabilities, migrants,
asylum-seekers and women, especially in rural areas.

10.  Progress had been made in implementing the recommendations. The ratification of a
number of international instruments had been initiated, including the Protocol to Prevent,
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing
the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, and the two other
protocols to the Convention. In addition, in 2021 and 2022, Comoros had ratified the
International Labour Organization (ILO) Protocol of 2014 to the Forced Labour Convention,
1930 (No. 29), the ILO Social Security (Minimum Standards) Convention, 1952 (No. 102)
and the Migrant Workers (Supplementary Provisions) Convention, 1975 (No. 143).

11.  The Government had made available to the Interministerial Reporting and Follow-up
Committee the resources necessary for its functioning and operational activities in order to
help it achieve its objectives, in line with the accepted recommendations. In addition, the
National Commission for Human Rights and Freedoms has been provided with resources,
including new, more suitable premises. The minutes of Council of Ministers meeting No. 23-
016/PR-SGG of January 2023 showed that the Government has asked the Minister of Finance
to increase the subsidy allocated to the Commission in order to meet its needs more
effectively, while guaranteeing its independence and administrative and financial autonomy,
in compliance with the principles relating to the status of national institutions for the
promotion and protection of human rights (the Paris Principles).

12.  Significant improvements had been made to the material conditions of detention
facilities. The construction of a prison annexed to Moroni Prison had been initiated.
Refurbishment work had also been carried out at Moroni Prison, including the establishment
of a general wing reserved for women and girls. At Mutsamudu Prison, on the island of
Anjouan, new toilets and 450 new beds had been installed. Mohéli Prison had been equipped
with two additional water tanks. These efforts had eased prison overcrowding and improved
sleeping and sanitary conditions.

13.  The legislative and institutional framework relating to the fight against slavery and
trafficking in persons had been improved. In March 2022, the National Committee for the
Prevention of Migrant Smuggling and Trafficking in Persons had been set up, along with a
joint brigade tasked with ensuring that perpetrators of migrant smuggling and trafficking in
persons were arrested and prosecuted.

14.  However, the delegation acknowledged that difficulties and obstacles had been
encountered during the implementation of the recommendations from the previous universal
periodic review cycle, despite the efforts made.

15. The Comoros regretted the delays in establishing the Interministerial Reporting
Committee as well as its weak institutional and technical capacities, its inadequate resources
and the lack of a framework for following up on recommendations, all of which had
hampered its ability to achieve the objectives assigned to it.

16.  The delegation reaffirmed that the Government of the Comoros would continue to
safeguard and promote human rights and reiterated its call for all bilateral and multilateral
partners to help the country honour its human rights commitments.

Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

17.  During the interactive dialogue, 91 delegations made statements. Recommendations
made during the dialogue are to be found in section Il of the present report.
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18.  Kyrgyzstan welcomed the delegation of the Comoros and appreciated its engagement
in the universal periodic review process, as well as the developments since the previous
review.

19.  Lesotho noted the steps taken to bring the National Commission for Human Rights
and Freedoms into line with the Paris Principles and applauded the establishment of the
Interministerial Reporting and Follow-up Committee.

20.  Luxembourg commended the Comoros for its efforts to implement the
recommendations received during the third cycle, in particular, the establishment of the
Interministerial Reporting and Follow-up Committee.

21.  Madagascar congratulated the Comoros on having integrated women’s rights into the
Constitution and on having established an interministerial commission to prevent and combat
statelessness.

22. Malawi welcomed the delegation of the Comoros and thanked it for the
comprehensive presentation of its national report.

23.  Malaysia commended the Comoros on the development of policies and strategies such
as the National Health Policy (2023-2030), which had helped to improve the quality of
health-care professionals and facilities nationwide.

24.  Maldives commended the commitment of the Comoros to countering the effects of
climate change and increasing sustainability through the enactment of the Interim
Development Plan 2020-2023 and the Emerging Comoros Plan 2030.

25.  Mali welcomed the Interim Development Plan for the period 2020-2023 and the
national policies on health, nutrition and food. Mali acknowledged the efforts of the Comoros
to address illiteracy in urban and rural areas.

26.  Mauritania praised the efforts made by the Comoros to guarantee economic and social
rights. It noted the many national strategies that had been implemented in the health-care
sector in order to achieve comprehensive health coverage for all.

27.  Mauritius welcomed the progress made by the Comoros in the field of human rights
since the third universal periodic review and the initiatives it had taken aimed at promoting
and protecting human rights.

28.  Mexico welcomed the Comoros and recognized the progress made in the right to
health and its collaboration with international organizations to continue advancing on the
issue.

29.  Montenegro noted the establishment of the Interministerial Reporting and Follow-up
Committee and called on the Comoros to fully cooperate with international institutions. It
welcomed the action taken to improve social rights.

30.  Morocco commended the Comoros for coordinating national efforts aimed at the
smooth realization of its universal periodic review and for its efforts to promote human rights,
particularly the Emerging Comoros Plan (2020-2030).

31. Mozambique thanked the Comoros for the presentation of its national report,
showcasing its progress made in upholding human rights.

32. Namibia commended the Comoros for maintaining good relations with the
international human rights mechanisms and welcomed the numerous measures taken by the
Comoros to protect human rights.

33.  Nepal appreciated the Emerging Comoros Plan (2020-2030) and the efforts the
Comoros had made to strengthen its institutional framework, including its national human
rights institution and the legal reforms to prohibit child labour.

34.  The Kingdom of the Netherlands, while noting the advances made in countering
gender-based violence, expressed concern about the prevalence of such violence. It was also
concerned that the death penalty had been integrated in the Criminal Code in 2020.
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35.  The Niger commended the Comoros for the adoption of the Emerging Comoros Plan,
aimed at making the Comoros an emerging country by 2030 that respected human rights and
gender equality and promoted the rule of law.

36.  Oman commended the adoption of the Emerging Comoros Plan (2020-2030), which
aimed to make the country an emerging country by 2030 that respected human rights and
gender equality and promoted the rule of law.

37.  Pakistan, noting the challenges faced by the Comoros, commended the country for its
cooperation with the United Nations human rights mechanisms. It appreciated the measures
taken to advance the human rights agenda in the country.

38.  Panama welcomed the delegation of the Comoros and noted with appreciation the
presentation of its national report.

39. Paraguay welcomed the establishment of the Interministerial Reporting and
Follow-up Committee and the efforts made to approve several policies, plans and
programmes. It encouraged the Comoros to ensure adequate conditions were in place to
implement them from a human rights-based perspective.

40.  The Philippines welcomed the ratification of treaties and the enactment of a law
enshrining the right to education. It also welcomed the policy measures taken to achieve
climate resilience and environmental sustainability, especially in the maritime sector.

41.  Portugal commended the Comoros for the establishment of a national mechanism for
implementation, reporting and follow-up — the Interministerial Reporting and Follow-up
Committee.

42.  Qatar commended the Comoros for the numerous measures it had taken to implement
the recommendations it had accepted during the previous review within the framework of the
Emerging Comoros Plan (2020-2030).

43.  The Russian Federation noted the ratification of several human rights treaties and the
adoption of a law on judicial reform, including on the provision of legal aid.

44.  Saudi Arabia welcomed the progress and the reforms introduced in the health-care
sector in the Comoros to achieve universal health coverage by 2030.

45,  Senegal commended the progress made by the Government of the Comoros in
implementing the recommendations from the previous review cycle, in particular on
education, health and combating violence against women.

46.  Serbia commended the Comoros for its ratification of ILO instruments and
encouraged it to complete the parliamentary procedure for the ratification of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

47.  Sierra Leone welcomed the Emerging Comoros Plan (2020-2030) and the unanimous
parliamentary adoption of the law on the organization of the judiciary. It supported increased
assistance to the Comoros to facilitate the implementations of its human rights obligations.

48.  The delegation of the Comoros stated that the country was working towards the
ratification of treaties that had not yet been ratified.

49.  With regard to the strengthening of the judicial system, the Comoros had organized
training for judges and court registrars with the support of the French Development Agency.
Training continued to be carried out on various aspects of the law of the Organization for the
Harmonization of Business Law in Africa.

50.  Laws had been adopted to protect children and protective measures had been taken,
including the establishment of counselling centres.

51.  Although the death penalty remains on the statute books, the Comoros had applied a
moratorium on it and no death sentences had been executed since 2019. However, society
was not ready to abolish the death penalty.

52.  The Comoros had a school enrolment rate of over 95 per cent, including for girls.
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53.  Despite being a vulnerable archipelago country, the Comoros had granted asylum to
those who needed it.

54.  In addition, under the Emerging Comoros Plan, support had been provided in areas
such as education for all and social and economic justice for all. For example, a special
employment and microfinance programme had been made accessible to young people. The
education budget had been prioritized, and the Ministry of Justice had increased the financial
support provided to persons with disabilities. This vulnerable group had also been covered
by the Interim Development Plan and the Emerging Comoros Plan. In addition, the country
had made ongoing efforts to train young people in universities and specialized schools.

55.  In the health sector, the Comoros planned to open a referral hospital and a faculty of
medicine. Rural and urban populations had been placed on an equal footing.

56.  Efforts to tackle trafficking in persons had also yielded results. In order to combat
violence against women and children, counselling mechanisms run by the gendarmerie had
been set up and sexual assault had been made a criminal offence.

57.  Singapore commended the Comoros for its cooperation with international partners to
ensure children’s equal access to education, its implementation of the national strategy on
education for children with disabilities (2017—-2026) and improvements in the health-care
sector.

58.  Slovenia, while welcoming the ratification by the Comoros of several treaties,
expressed concern at its failure to fully realize women’s rights owing to a lack of education,
traditional beliefs about gender roles, forced marriage and women’s weak participation in
public life.

59.  South Africa welcomed the reform process in the Comoros, aimed at giving effect to
the Constitution of 2018, the projects to strengthen the institutional framework, the
construction of democracy and the separation of powers to guarantee the rule of law. It also
welcomed the implementation of the Emerging Comoros Plan (2020-2030).

60.  Spain congratulated the Comoros for the progress made in the fight against gender-
based violence, trafficking in persons and corruption at both the regulatory and the
institutional levels.

61.  The State of Palestine welcomed the delegation of the Comoros and the efforts made
to promote and protect human rights in the country.

62.  The Sudan commended the progress achieved in the areas of promoting and protecting
human rights, which included constitutional reforms and comprehensive national dialogue.

63. Togo appreciated the significant efforts that had been made since the previous
universal periodic review of the Comoros, particularly in the judicial realm.

64.  Turkiye welcomed the efforts of the Comoros to increase the school attendance rate
and reduce the school dropout rate, the rising literacy rate, the shrinking of the gender gap in
education and legislation protecting women’s and children’s rights.

65. Uganda welcomed the presentation of the national report and commended the
Government of the Comoros for its efforts to implement the recommendations from the
previous review.

66.  Ukraine commended the efforts of the Comoros to combat trafficking in persons and
strengthen the national human rights framework, including by ratifying treaties.

67.  The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland welcomed the efforts of
the Comoros to reduce the maternal and child mortality rates and to combat violence against
women. It expressed concern at allegations of fraud in the recent elections, restrictions on
civic space and media freedom, the lack of protection for the LGBTQI+ community and
persistent child marriage.

68.  The United Republic of Tanzania commended the efforts of the Comoros to strengthen
the legal and institutional human rights mechanisms, including judicial reforms and the
ratification of several international legal instruments, and the progress made in terms of
education. The United Republic of Tanzania noted the support needed by the Comoros to
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ensure effective follow-up and implementation of the recommendations made at the current
review.

69.  The United States of America, recalling a statement made by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights in early 2024, urged the Comoros to strengthen
mechanisms protecting the freedoms of expression and association and preventing arbitrary
detention. It hoped that the steps taken to eliminate the worst forms of child labour would
continue.

70.  Uruguay welcomed the ongoing process to ratify the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and
the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families.

71.  Vanuatu acknowledged the proactive stance of the Comoros in tackling climate
change and promoting sustainable development policies and commended its efforts to reduce
its dependence on external energy sources by taking renewable energy initiatives.

72.  The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela valued the progress made by ratifying human
rights instruments, implementing the Emerging Comoros Plan (2020-2030) and
strengthening the right to health, including reproductive health. It noted that the international
community should support the efforts of the Comoros.

73.  Viet Nam welcomed the commitment of the Comoros to implementing the Sustainable
Development Goals and appreciated its efforts to promote and protect women’s rights,
including the measures it had taken to prevent and respond to violence against women.

74.  Yemen praised the legal reforms that the Comoros had implemented and the steps it
had taken to improve the situation of human rights, as well as the efforts it had made in the
fields of health, education, youth and women’s empowerment.

75.  Zambia welcomed the delegation of the Comoros and congratulated it on the
presentation of its national report. Zambia commended the Comoros for implementing the
majority of the recommendations received during the previous review cycle.

76.  Algeria commended the efforts made by the Comoros, especially in the fields of
education, equality and non-discrimination, and health care.

77.  Argentina congratulated the Comoros for having criminalized sex trafficking and
labour trafficking and the progress made in promoting the economic and social rights of
people in vulnerable situations, including the adoption of a national strategy for basic
education for children with disabilities.

78.  Armenia appreciated the legislative and administrative measures aimed at the
promotion and protection of human rights that had been taken since the previous review,
including the adoption of the new Criminal Code in 2020.

79.  Australia commended the Comoros for observing a de facto moratorium on the death
penalty. It expressed concern at the limited progress made on advancing democratic freedoms
and the high prevalence of violence against women and children, particularly girls.

80.  The Bahamas congratulated the Comoros on the progress it had made in combating
trafficking in persons, creating the National Committee for the Prevention of Migrant
Smuggling and Trafficking in Persons and its accession to the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress
and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children.

81.  Bahrain commended the Comoros for its efforts to enhance its legal framework and
improve its legal system since the previous review.

82.  Botswana appreciated the fact that the Comoros had supported the recommendations
it had made during the previous review, praised the advances the Comoros had made in
promoting and protecting human rights and noted that challenges remained in the area of
gender-based violence.

83.  Brazil acknowledged the efforts of the Comoros to achieve universal health coverage,
encouraged it to make progress towards higher attendance rates in primary and secondary
education and urged it to ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.



A/HRC/57/12

84.  Bulgaria appreciated the adoption of the Act on the Organization of the Judiciary
(2020), the Framework Act of 2020 amending the right to education and the national strategy
for basic education for children with disabilities (2017-2026) and looked forward to their
effective implementation.

85.  Burkina Faso commended the Comoros for its efforts to strengthen the legal
framework by ratifying several international instruments and adopting a new Criminal Code
to combat trafficking in persons, encouraging it in its efforts to strengthen its human rights
protection mechanisms.

86.  The delegation of the Comoros stressed that human rights defenders were not
stigmatized. Furthermore, none of them were in prison or in a remand centre. With regard to
the right to demonstrate, the Ministry of the Interior had introduced a law requiring that an
appropriate request be submitted to the competent authorities.

87.  With regard to the fight against corruption, an appropriate law had been enacted and
an anti-corruption commission was about to be appointed by presidential decree.

88.  The Government attached the utmost importance to environmental issues. In 2023,
the Comoros had hosted a conference on the climate together with neighbouring countries.
The Government had also been working on projects relating to solar energy and drinking
water.

89.  Women were protected by law, the community and society and held decision-making
positions in the country. Under the Family Code currently in force, marriage was permitted
from the age of 18 years, and mechanisms and awareness-raising campaigns had been
implemented to combat discrimination against women. Women had caught up in the area of
training, and the Government had worked to ensure that women were not excluded from
education, as they had been in the past. As part of the review of the Constitution, women,
children and young people had been granted more rights.

90.  Although 99 per cent of the population of the Comoros were Sunni Muslims, all
people, including the remaining 1 per cent of the population, were protected without
discrimination.

91.  The delegation stated that an electoral judge of the Supreme Court had issued an
opinion on the presidential election that had just taken place. Democracy, equality and
equality of opportunity were guaranteed in the Comoros.

92.  The issue of LGBTQI+ people was socially and legally sensitive. It was also related
to the country’s inherent values and the question of social acceptance.

93.  Burundi appreciated the adoption of a national strategy to combat violence against
women and children, a national youth policy, and the Act on the Organization of the
Judiciary, providing for judicial decentralization and for legal aid for vulnerable population
groups.

94. Cabo Verde welcomed the steps taken by the Comoros to implement the
recommendations from the previous review and noted its efforts to reform the judicial system.
Cabo Verde remained concerned at the lack of adequate procedural safeguards to protect
human rights.

95.  Cameroon welcomed the implementation of public policies to promote economic and
social rights for vulnerable groups including children, persons with disabilities, migrants and
asylum-seekers in the post-COVID context.

96.  Canada commended the Comoros for its efforts to ratify the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, its Second Optional Protocol, aiming at the abolition of the
death penalty, and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

97.  Chile welcomed the ratification by the Comoros of the ILO Protocol of 2014 to the
Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29), and the voluntary commitments made in the
context of the universal periodic review.
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98.  China noted the improvements in economic and social development, access to
education and health care, and in ensuring gender equality and the rights of vulnerable groups
and children.

99.  Colombia welcomed the progress made by the Comoros in the field of human rights
since the previous review cycle and wished it success in its review.

100. The Congo welcomed the efforts of the Comoros to implement the recommendations
made during the previous review and encouraged it to persevere in its efforts to improve the
judicial system to ensure respect for procedural guarantees.

101. Costa Rica noted with satisfaction the improvement in terms of human development,
particularly to address poverty and food insecurity.

102. Céte d’Ivoire congratulated the Comoros on the adoption of a national strategy for
basic education for children with disabilities and the measures it had taken to reduce maternal
mortality and to prohibit all forms of child slavery.

103. Cuba highlighted the Government’s resolve to continue the reform process aimed at
effectively implementing the provisions of the revised Constitution of 2018 and to bring to a
conclusion its projects to strengthen the institutional framework and the rule of law.

104. Djibouti welcomed the approach taken by the Comoros to development and
governance based on human rights, in particular the Emerging Comoros Plan (2020-2030)
and its Interim Development Plan (2020-2023). Djibouti also appreciated the efforts of the
Comoros to combat trafficking in persons, including legislative measures.

105. Egypt welcomed the delegation and commended the Comoros for its ratification of
international human rights treaties.

106. Equatorial Guinea welcomed the efforts of the Comoros to increase its level of human
development, the policies on sustainable development and the reduction of poverty and
inequality among young people and women, and the Emerging Comoros Plan (2020-2030).

107. Estonia commended the Comoros for suspending the application of the death penalty
and for its efforts to promote the rule of law and combat violence against women and girls.
However, Estonia underlined the persistence of significant challenges regarding gender
parity.

108. France commended the progress the Comoros had made in combating trafficking in
persons and made recommendations.

109. Gabon welcomed the measures the Comoros had taken to improve the institutional
framework and to adopt a new Criminal Code to combat trafficking in persons, including
amendments to criminalize sexual and labour exploitation.

110. The Gambia commended the efforts of the Comoros to ratify a number of international
human rights instruments and its establishment of the Interministerial Reporting and
Follow-up Committee.

111. Georgia recognized the progress made in terms of ratification of treaties, access to
social services and education, including preschool education, particularly for disadvantaged
children. Georgia commended the moratorium on the death penalty and urged the Comoros
to advance towards its abolishment.

112. Germany commended the appointment of members of the National Commission for
Human Rights and Freedoms and the training of judicial staff to improve enforcement of the
law prohibiting violence against women. Nevertheless, Germany expressed concern at the
restrictions on civil and political rights and the situation of women and girls, especially
concerning gender-based violence, prison conditions and the situation of migrants and
refugees.

113. Ghana acknowledged the commitment of the Comoros to combating corruption and
tackling impunity, specifically through the establishment of the Anti-Corruption Chamber in
the Supreme Court. It welcomed the adoption of the National Climate Change Resilience
Strategy.
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114. Honduras recognized the dialogue the Comoros had established with the Human
Rights Council and welcomed the progress it had made through the ratification of various
international instruments that guaranteed the human rights of workers and migrants.

115. Iceland welcomed the presentation of the national report of the Comoros.

116. India welcomed the Emerging Comoros Plan, the Interim Development Plan and the
hosting of the African Union women leaders’ consultation on positive masculinity, held in
October 2023. India expressed the hope that the signing of the protocol on the accession of
the Comoros to the World Trade Organization in 2024 would help the country to achieve
progress towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals.

117. Indonesia appreciated the efforts of the Comoros to improve its legal and policy
frameworks on human rights and noted its commitment to ratifying additional international
human rights instruments.

118. Iraq welcomed the developments made in the legislative and institutional frameworks
in the Comoros and the plans to take measures to enhance the enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

119. Ireland welcomed the criminalization of sex trafficking and labour trafficking. It
expressed concern at reports of arrests and the use of tear gas on peaceful protesters following
the presidential election in 2024 and the narrowing of civic space. It was also concerned at
the high rates of violence, intimidation and imprisonment faced by LGBTQI + persons.

120. Italy welcomed the progress made since the previous review cycle and the efforts to
improve the protection of human rights at the national level, including efforts to address
trafficking in persons.

121. Jordan commended the Comoros for promoting its legal and democratic framework
through the amendments to the Constitution, the rule of law and the separation of powers,
and the steps taken to provide social protection for vulnerable groups, including persons with
disabilities and children.

122.  Kuwait commended the plans put in place and laws adopted to protect the rights of
journalists and to ensure access to health care and education for all, without discrimination.

123. Tunisia welcomed the measures taken by the Comoros to strengthen health care,
education and the provision of drinking water and to protect the rights of women and children.

124. The Demaocratic Republic of the Congo noted the efforts to strengthen the national
human rights institution, mechanisms to combat torture, including training for the police, and
legislation to ensure judicial independence.

125. The delegation of the Comoros expressed its gratitude to the peer countries for their
contributions and recommendations. The Government would endeavour to begin a process
that would lead towards the ratification of international instruments.

126. With regard to the issue of equality, there was no specific index for women in the
Comoros, and women’s salaries were equal to men’s, since they were judged on the basis of
their qualifications rather than their gender.

127. In the tradition of the Comoros, the family was considered to be the union of a man
and a woman.

128. The Government had envisaged decentralizing the judicial system and had launched
a programme relating to this goal, establishing a judge who dealt solely with children’s issues.

129. The Comoros had a general health insurance scheme. During the COVID-19
pandemic, the country’s economic cycle had contracted.

130. The delegation expressed its thanks for the opportunity to take an active part in the
discussion. It pointed out that certain values related to the international community, of which
the Comoros was a part, and other values related to regional differences.

131. Reaffirming its commitment to human rights, the Comoros would continue to analyse
the recommendations arising from the fourth cycle of the universal periodic review and those
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accepted previously. Being conscious of its shortcomings, the Government reiterated its call
for all bilateral and multilateral partners to help it fulfil its human rights obligations.

132. Lastly, the Government wished to point out that it was proud of the fact that human
rights were playing a more important role in the political and social spheres in the Comoros,
as well as in the public and private media. The delegation gave its assurance that human
dignity would be respected in accordance with the commitments made by the Comoros.

Conclusions and/or recommendations

133. The following recommendations will be examined by the Comoros, which will
provide responses in due time, but no later than the fifty-seventh session of the Human
Rights Council:

133.1 Consider ratifying the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (Madagascar) (Nepal);

133.2 Take measures aimed at ratifying the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (Chile);

133.3 Accelerate the process to ratify the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (Cabo Verde); Complete the ratification process of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Italy);

1334 Ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(Cameroon) (Colombia) (Estonia) (France) (Lesotho) (Niger) (South Africa);

1335 Strengthen the legal framework for the promotion and protection of
human rights by ratifying the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (Ireland);

133.6 Ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
guaranteeing the full exercise of the severely restricted freedom of expression,
demonstration and association (Spain);

133.7 Finalize the ratification of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the adoption of the framework law on gender equality
(Democratic Republic of the Congo);

133.8 Ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty (Estonia)
(Mexico); Ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, as
supported by the Comoros in the last universal periodic review cycle (Germany);

133.9 Ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, and
abolish the death penalty (Iceland);

133.10 Ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, and take
appropriate measures to limit the legal basis for judges to impose the death
penalty (Ukraine);

133.11  Complete the ratification processes of the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (Turkiye);

133.12 Take measures aimed at ratifying the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Chile);

133.13  Complete the ratification process of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Italy);
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133.14  Ratify the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights (Cameroon) (Colombia) (Estonia) (France) (Lesotho) (Niger) (Portugal)
(South Africa);

133.15  Strengthen the legal framework for the promotion and protection of
human rights by ratifying the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights (Ireland);

133.16  Consider ratification of the International Convention for the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (Honduras);

133.17  Ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced Disappearance (Colombia) (Cote d’Ivoire) (France) (Niger);

133.18 Consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
(Madagascar);

133.19 Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Chile) (France)
(Namibia) (Togo);

133.20 Proceed with the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment with a view to establishing a national preventive mechanism
(Ukraine); Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment in order to set
up a national preventive mechanism (Cote d’Ivoire);

133.21  Criminalize torture, in accordance with the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,
ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and create a national torture
prevention mechanism that actively promotes the implementation of the United
Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (the Nelson
Mandela Rules) (Costa Rica);

133.22  Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (South Africa);

133.23  Sign and ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (lItaly);

133.24  Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women (Céte d’Ivoire) (France) (Germany)
(Ghana) (South Africa) (Spain); Sign and ratify the Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(Bulgaria);

133.25 Intensify efforts to eliminate all discrimination and violence against
women, and consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (Uruguay);

133.26  Continue efforts to ratify international treaties and harmonize
national legislation with the international treaties that it has ratified (Algeria);

133.27  Prioritize the ratification of core international human rights treaties
that it has not yet acceded to and domesticate their provisions into national legal
frameworks (Gambia);

133.28 Ratify all human rights treaties to which it is not yet a party, in
particular the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the
International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance, the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and the
Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (Argentina);
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133.29  Ratify the human rights treaties that have not yet been ratified by the
Comoros (Morocco);

133.30  Consider ratifying the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees, the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and the
1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness (Burkina Faso);

133.31  Continue and strengthen cooperation with United Nations mechanisms
for human rights, in particular through the submission of periodic reports to the
treaty bodies (Senegal);

133.32  Continue strengthening engagement with neighbouring countries to
foster and sustain regional peace and stability (United Republic of Tanzania);

133.33  Adopt a functional national framework to guarantee international
protection (Luxembourg);

133.34  Accelerate the process of incorporating the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights to make them enforceable in its internal regulatory
framework (Paraguay);

133.35  Continue efforts to strengthen the national human rights institutions
in line with the Paris Principles (Nepal);

133.36  Strengthen and empower the National Commission for Human Rights
and Freedoms to effectively protect human rights in line with the Paris Principles
(Gambia);

133.37  Advance measures towards bringing the National Commission for
Human Rights and Freedoms into line with the Paris Principles (Georgia);

133.38  Provide the National Commission for Human Rights and Freedoms
with sufficient resources and independence and ensure that it is in line with the
Paris Principles (Costa Rica);

133.39  Provide the National Commission for Human Rights and Freedoms
with sufficient financial and human resources to ensure its autonomy and ability
to undertake its mandate to promote and protect human rights, in line with the
Paris Principles (Namibia);

133.40  Provide the National Commission for Human Rights and Freedoms
with sufficient financial and human resources and enhance its compliance with
the Paris Principles (Qatar);

133.41  Establish an institution which will support and provide shelter to
survivors of gender-based violence (Slovenia);

133.42  Continue bringing its national legislation into line with international
standards (Russian Federation);

133.43  Continue reforming the national legal framework to comply with
international and United Nations human rights standards (United Republic of
Tanzania);

133.44  Continue strengthening its social and human rights policies to increase
the quality of life of its people, particularly the most vulnerable sectors
(Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela);

133.45  Strengthen the Interministerial Reporting and Follow-up Committee
(Paraguay);

133.46  Continue to develop its institutional capacity with a view to reporting
to relevant treaty bodies, in accordance with its international obligations (Chile);

133.47  Develop awareness-raising programmes, especially at the community
level, on the topic of combating discrimination in the national context
(Kyrgyzstan);
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133.48  Approve the bill on the transmission of nationality, so that Comorian
women can transmit their nationality to their non-Comorian spouses (Mexico);

133.49 Consider amending the Nationality Code so that the right to
nationality is transmitted equally through men and women (Colombia);

133.50 Amend the Nationality Code to grant Comorian nationality to
foundlings and stateless children, in accordance with the pledge made within the
framework of the Global Refugee Forum in 2019, and to enshrine equal rights
between men and women of Comorian nationality in relation to the transmission
of citizenship to their non-Comorian spouses (Panama);

133.51  Amend its nationality law to enable both Comorian men and women
to enjoy equal rights to pass on their Comorian nationality to non-Comorian
spouses and implement the national strategy to combat violence against women
and strengthen support services to victims of domestic violence by ensuring
access to shelters, counselling, legal aid and medical services (Gambia);

133.52  Amend the law on nationality so as to allow foreign nationals to acquire
Comorian nationality through marriage (Togo);

133.53  Reform the necessary laws so that men and women can transmit their
nationality on equal terms (Argentina);

133.54  Strengthen the legal framework and policies to guarantee equal rights
of women and men in marriage (Uganda);

133.55  Amend the law on the rights of persons with disabilities to align it with
international law (Zambia);

133.56 Continue and step up the fight against the practice of wapambe
(Gabon);

133.57 Design a national policy to promote equality in employment and
occupation for all categories of the population (Ghana);

133.58  Abolish the death penalty and accede to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, as well as its Second Optional Protocol (Namibia);

133.59  Abolish the death penalty and consider ratifying the Second Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at
the abolition of the death penalty (Uruguay);

133.60  Abolish the death penalty and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition
of the death penalty (France);

133.61  Abolish the death penalty and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition
of the death penalty (Australia);

133.62  Abolish the death penalty (Luxembourg);
133.63  Abolish the death penalty (Kingdom of the Netherlands);

133.64  Abolish the death penalty definitely from the domestic regulatory
framework (Paraguay);

133.65 Continue efforts to expedite internal procedures aimed at abolishing
the death penalty (Mozambique);

133.66  Abolish the death penalty, which is still present in the 2020 Criminal
Code (Spain);

133.67 Intensify efforts towards the de jure and complete abolition of the
death penalty (Italy);

133.68  Consider making new and greater efforts to abolish the death penalty
(Honduras);
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133.69  Promote the abolition of the death penalty in the country (Colombia);
133.70  Commute the death penalty to life imprisonment (Togo);

133.71  Adopt policies aimed at the abolition of the death penalty (Equatorial
Guinea);

133.72  Carry out awareness-raising campaigns, in collaboration with civil
society organizations, to educate the population about international human
rights standards related to the death penalty and mobilize the population in
favour of its abolition (Panama);

133.73  Proceed with the adoption of the draft law revising the Criminal Code
and the Code of Criminal Procedure in order to abolish the death penalty and
make the existing de facto moratorium on the use of death penalty official and
permanent in law (Serbia);

133.74  Establish a moratorium on the application of the death penalty by law
and examine the possibility of abolishing the death penalty from its legal system
(Argentina);

133.75  Abolish the death penalty in law and in practice and urgently address
the conditions under which prisoners with a death sentence are held in prisons
(Ireland);

133.76  Ensure that torture is established as an offence in national law,
consistent with the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Namibia);

133.77  Enhance torture prevention through law enforcement training focused
on avoiding torture and ill-treatment (Indonesia);

133.78  Improve conditions of detention nationwide, committing the necessary
funds to alleviate the difficult living conditions in detention facilities
(Kyrgyzstan);

133.79  Continue the work to improve living conditions in penitentiary
institutions (Russian Federation);

133.80 Implement measures to improve prison conditions, ensuring
compliance with international standards (Sierra Leone);

133.81  Continue its ongoing progress in improving the living conditions of
detainees (State of Palestine);

133.82 Improve access to justice and prison conditions, inter alia by
improving allocations for detainees in the budget of the Ministry of Justice
(Germany);

133.83  Reduce overcrowding in prisons and ensure safe and humane
detention conditions for all inmates (Italy);

133.84  Release arbitrarily detained political prisoners (Luxembourg);

133.85 Respect and protect democratic freedoms, including the rule of law
and the freedom of the press (Australia);

133.86  Continue taking steps to effectively combat corruption through
independent and transparent mechanisms (Cabo Verde);

133.87  Step up the fight against corruption, particularly in connection with
the revision of the Electoral Code (France);

133.88  Develop training for judges on fundamental legal safeguards
(Kyrgyzstan);

133.89  Reform the justice system, bringing it into line with international
standards, and review national legislation to guarantee enjoyment of human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all, including for detainees (Luxembourg);
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133.90 Build pretrial detention centres, reform the penitentiary
administration, train penitentiary service agents, bring them in line with
international standards (Mali);

133.91  Continue its commendable efforts which ensure that all litigants have
better access to the justice system and provide legal aid for vulnerable population
groups (State of Palestine);

133.92  Respect laws that prohibit arbitrary detention, guarantee a fair trial
without undue delay, and ensure the right to appeal (United States of America);

133.93  Adopt a law on legal aid in criminal proceedings to promote access to
justice for marginalized defendants (Zambia);

133.94  Continue actions aimed at guaranteeing access to justice, legal advice
and protection of victims of sexual and family violence (Cuba);

133.95 Continue with the process of reforming the judicial system aimed at
reinforcing its independence, integrity and efficiency, in accordance with
international norms (Honduras);

133.96  Improve access to legal and judicial services for citizens to ensure
justice and equality before the law (Jordan);

133.97  Take concrete steps based on open and inclusive public consultations
to improve confidence in its electoral institutions ahead of elections in 2025
(United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland);

133.98  Protect the ability of Comorians to choose their government by
ensuring free and fair elections (United States of America);

133.99  Take continuous action to ensure that elections are free and fair and
that they are conducted in a secure and transparent manner (Canada);

133.100 Remove restrictions on civic space, including the requirement for prior
approval of peaceful demonstrations (United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland);

133.101 Restrict the use of force by the police against protesters and guarantee
the right to participate in public and political life (Colombia);

133.102 Promote legal reforms to ensure the rights to freedoms of expression,
association and peaceful assembly and the protection of human rights defenders,
and avoid any restrictions to those rights (Brazil);

133.103 Ensure respect for freedom of expression and freedom of peaceful
assembly without fear of arbitrary or violent arrest (Canada);

133.104 Revise regulatory legislative provisions limiting freedom of opinion
and expression, in particular by decriminalizing defamation and applying legal
provisions that protect media pluralism and prohibit censorship (Estonia);

133.105 Protect and promote the rights to freedom of expression, association
and peaceful assembly (Italy);

133.106 Put in place measures to respect the right to peaceful protest (South
Africa);

133.107 Adopt a specific law to protect associations (France);

133.108 Continue to collaborate with international organizations to combat
human trafficking, focus on developing efficient victim identification methods
and support centres and improve enforcement coordination between each island
(Kyrgyzstan);

133.109 Continue efforts to combat trafficking in persons and take further
measures to protect victims, especially children (Qatar);
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133.110 Continue and step up efforts to combat trafficking, particularly of
women and girls, severely punishing perpetrators and focusing more on
prevention, protection and rehabilitation of victims (Djibouti);

133.111 Continue efforts to systemically combat trafficking in persons
(Bahamas);

133.112 Beef up measures to tackle trafficking in persons and ensure that
appropriate sentences are accorded to perpetrators of this heinous crime
(Lesotho);

133.113 Speed up work on the draft law and national action plan to prevent
and combat human trafficking and migrant smuggling (Philippines);

133.114 Take further measures to combat child trafficking through the
implementation of the adopted documents (Montenegro);

133.115 Take further measures to provide care and protection to victims of
trafficking in persons (Bahrain);

133.116 Strengthen the programmes to economically empower youth in the
mainstream economy (Pakistan);

133.117 Continue strengthening programmes related to the right to work
(Saudi Arabia);

133.118 Continue its strong efforts to guarantee the right to work through job
creation programmes, social dialogue and the “One young person, one job”
initiative (Vanuatu);

133.119 Continue the implementation of the “Easy-Employment” project to
guarantee the population’s right to work, and in particular, the programme for
the promotion of decent work and the labour relations modernization plan
(Cuba);

133.120 Take into account the request of the International Labour
Organization Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and
Recommendations inviting the Government to take measures to prosecute all
those involved in the worst forms of child labour (Togo);

133.121 Take appropriate measures to promote equality in employment and
occupation regardless of religion, political opinion or social origin (Congo);

133.122 Continue with the efforts to expand the coverage of social protection
programmes, including cash support, to assist vulnerable populations
(Mozambique);

133.123 Continue efforts aiming to strengthen social protection programmes,
including cash support and health insurance coverage (Iraq);

133.124 Adopt measures to adequately expand the national coverage of the
social security system, particularly for persons in vulnerable situations, in order
to realize the right to universal social security (Portugal);

133.125 Continue efforts aimed at improving social protection services, with a
view to supporting vulnerable groups (Georgia);

133.126 Expand social protection to cover a larger portion of the population,
particularly those under the national poverty line and those facing severe food
insecurity (Indonesia);

133.127 Continue national efforts aimed at combating poverty and providing
social protection for groups in vulnerable situations (Egypt);

133.128 Increase funding for basic social sectors and work towards effective
implementation of child protection programmes (Burkina Faso);

133.129 Continue efforts to broaden access to basic social services for the most
vulnerable and rural dwellers (Senegal);
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133.130 Intensify its efforts to reduce poverty through expanding social
protection programmes, inclusive economic opportunities and increased access
to basic services with focus on the most vulnerable (Armenia);

133.131 Take greater care to achieve food security (Oman);
133.132 Continue efforts to mitigate food insecurity (Bahamas);

133.133 Continue increasing investment in agriculture and improve food
security (China);

133.134 Prioritize the implementation of sustainable strategies and ensure
equitable access to food and clean drinking water, especially for rural
communities vulnerable to food insecurity and water scarcity, exacerbated by
climate change (Vanuatu);

133.135 Implement additional measures to facilitate access to drinking water
and make progress in reducing poverty and infant mortality (Burundi);

133.136 Intensify efforts aiming to improve access to potable water and
sanitation services (lraq);

133.137 Enhance public expenditure on social sectors, including health,
education, water and sanitation, child protection and social protection, and
access to quality basic services (India);

133.138 Ensure that the standard of living is raised by increasing social safety
net programmes, with a special focus on the most vulnerable groups (Bahamas);

133.139 Continue government efforts to improve economic conditions, to raise
the income level of the population and to combat poverty (Yemen);

133.140 Continue to work to reduce the maternal and infant mortality rates
(Oman);

133.141 Continue implementing programmes aimed at ensuring access to
health care for all and without discrimination, especially universal coverage, by
2030 (Kuwait);

133.142 Continue making efforts to improve the accessibility of medical care
(China);

133.143 Continue efforts made to enable women and girls, especially in rural
areas, to access sexual and reproductive health services (Tunisia);

133.144 Enhance its health-care accessibility in rural areas through mobile
health clinics and capacity-building initiatives for health-care professionals
(Malaysia);

133.145 Step up efforts to ensure equal access for children to health care and
education without discrimination (Qatar);

133.146 Continue to strengthen its health-care system (Singapore);

133.147 Develop and implement health policies to achieve universal health
coverage, with particular focus on maternal, neonatal and child health
(Indonesia);

133.148 Reinforce efforts for improvement of the health-care infrastructure
(Pakistan);

133.149 Reinforce its efforts to appropriately address the obstacles that impede
access to health care, such as the insufficient number of functional health centres
and of qualified health personnel (Paraguay);

133.150 Intensify its efforts to ensure that children have equal access to health
care and medical professionals, as well as access to education, without
discrimination (Kyrgyzstan);
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133.151 Enhance access to free, quality basic education, particularly for
marginalized groups such as impoverished children and persons with disabilities
(Malaysia);

133.152 Take concrete steps to ensure universal and inclusive access to
education for persons with disabilities (Mozambique);

133.153 Continue to allocate more resources to the education sector to improve
school infrastructure and learning materials and enhance teacher training for
guality and inclusive education for all (Philippines);

133.154 Continue to work with international partners to strengthen its
education system (Singapore);

133.155 Increase funding for education with a focus on enhancing school
infrastructure, learning resources availability and quality of education
(Bulgaria);

133.156 Take the necessary steps to make education compulsory until the
minimum age for admission to employment to prevent child labour (Maldives);

133.157 Continue to invest more in education by increasing the budget
allocated to basic education and ensure that all children, especially girls in rural
areas, can access education (Morocco);

133.158 Continue to take the necessary measures to ensure children’s, and
especially girls’, access to education without discrimination (Tiirkiye);

133.159 Strengthen measures to protect children’s rights to access education
and basic maternal and child health services (Algeria);

133.160 Redouble efforts to improve conditions of access to inclusive, quality
education throughout the country (Congo);

133.161 Strengthen existing mechanisms to ensure access, without
discrimination, to quality education for all and improve school enrolment and
retention rates, particularly for girls (Djibouti);

133.162 Provide adequate sanitation facilities in schools to ensure girls’
personal hygiene, including menstrual hygiene (Gabon);

133.163 Develop human rights education programmes, especially in the school
and university education system, to raise awareness among various segments of
society about human rights issues (Jordan);

133.164 Implement the commitment made at the Nairobi Summit on the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the International Conference on Population and
Development (ICPD25) to ensure that young people have access to age-
appropriate services, information and education to prevent unwanted
pregnancies, sexually transmitted diseases and HIV (Iceland);

133.165 Continue efforts made to enable children in rural areas to receive free
education (Tunisia);

133.166 Increase the school enrolment rate and reduce the school dropout rate,
especially for girls, guaranteeing free primary and secondary education for at
least 12 years, in order to prevent child labour and early and forced marriages
(Panama);

133.167 Implement measures to ensure access to education for vulnerable
groups, in particular children in rural communities and those from
underprivileged households (Sierra Leone);

133.168 Step up efforts to ensure children’s access to education without
discrimination (South Africa);
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133.169 Strengthen measures aimed at eradicating illiteracy and guaranteeing
access to quality education, particularly for the most marginalized and
disadvantaged populations (Chile);

133.170 Guarantee the right to education for all in the Constitution and in law
(Luxembourg);

133.171 Continue its commendable efforts to increase the resilience of the most
vulnerable populations to the effects of climate change by enabling them to
increase their incomes and meet their basic needs, as well as reducing the
country’s energy dependence on external sources by developing renewable
energies (State of Palestine);

133.172 Continue its national policies and programmes aimed at protecting the
environment and addressing the risks and consequences of climate change
(Sudan);

133.173 Continue to allocate greater resources for poverty eradication
(Pakistan);

133.174 Continue promoting sustainable economic and social development and
reduce the poverty rate (China);

133.175 Continue its efforts to promote sustainable economic and social
development in order to facilitate the enjoyment of human rights of its people
(Viet Nam);

133.176 Continue its national policies and programmes aimed at implementing
the sustainable development agenda (Sudan);

133.177 Continue with all efforts to fully implement the Emerging Comoros
Plan (2020-2030) (Malawi);

133.178 Continue efforts related to promoting and empowering women and
involving them in public life (Mauritania);

133.179 Continue efforts to protect the rights of women and girls, including by
ending early and forced child marriage (Canada);

133.180 Continue the revitalization of the role of women in politics (United
Republic of Tanzania);

133.181 Continue and complete the process of adopting the framework law on
gender equality (Burundi);

133.182 Continue efforts to promote women’s rights and advance their
participation in public life (Egypt);

133.183 Adopt laws and policies focused on gender parity, ensuring that
women and girls have access to education, the formal sector of the economy and
justice (Costa Rica);

133.184 Continue its efforts to promote gender equality, particularly in
education (Gabon);

133.185 Finalize the adoption of the framework law on equality between men
and women (Burkina Faso);

133.186 Adopt a framework law on equality between men and women aimed at
eliminating discrimination against women (Russian Federation);

133.187 Put in place socioeconomic rights, especially by supporting women in
small-scale businesses (Uganda);

133.188 Undertake measures to curb violence against women and intensify
efforts to raise awareness about how women and girl victims of violence can
access justice (Lesotho);
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133.189 Ensure full implementation of the law on violence against women and
children (Luxembourg);

133.190 Continue with all efforts to end violence against women and girls
(Malawi);

133.191 Pursue efforts under way to improve the situation of women and girls,
in particular with respect to gender-based violence (Mauritius);

133.192 Amend the Criminal Code to define marital rape as a stand-alone
criminal offence (Iceland);

133.193 Strengthen legislative measures that protect women from violence and
discrimination, as well as promote women’s equal participation in all social and
economic aspects (Malaysia);

133.194 Increase efforts to effectively implement the national strategy and road
map to combat violence against women and minors to eradicate gender-based
violence (Maldives);

133.195 Amend the Criminal Code to make marital rape an autonomous
criminal offence (France);

133.196 Ensure that the national strategy to combat violence against women
and minors and the accompanying road map are fully implemented
(Montenegro);

133.197 Continue to improve steps taken to counter gender-based violence and
violence against women and children by adopting a national strategy which also
focuses on education of youngsters about the issues (Kingdom of the
Netherlands);

133.198 Improve mechanisms to prevent, combat and punish violence against
women and intensify sensitization and awareness-raising measures, as well as
victims’ access to justice and support services (Paraguay);

133.199 Expedite the process of adopting the framework law on gender
equality in order to effectively address gender-based violence and discrimination
and foster an enabling environment for increased women’s participation in the
country’s political and economic life (Philippines);

133.200 Continue to take concrete steps, including legislation, to address
gender-based violence and promote gender equality (Sierra Leone);

133.201 Adopt a national strategy to eliminate sexual violence (Spain);

133.202 Strengthen the mechanism to prevent violence against women and
intensify efforts to raise awareness of legal remedies available to female victims
(Zambia);

133.203 Strengthen institutional capacity at all levels to support the
implementation of gender equality policies and programmes, including as they
relate to eliminating gender-based violence (Australia);

133.204 Continue efforts made to combat violence against women and girls
(Bahrain);

133.205 Strengthen public awareness of gender-based violence in order to
promote the protection of women and girls from violence (Botswana);

133.206 Promote and protect the rights of women and girls, in particular
combating gender-based violence, improve conditions of detention for female
inmates and increase the participation of women in the Comoros’ educational,
economic and political life (Brazil);

133.207 Strengthen the mechanism for the prevention of violence against
women and intensify awareness-raising measures on access to justice for women
and girl victims of violence (Chile);
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133.208 Adopt and apply laws relating to strengthening the prevention and
effective fight against violence based on gender identity (Estonia);

133.209 Implement promptly the act on violence against women and children
and the national strategy to combat violence against women and minors
(Iceland);

133.210 Take further measures to protect the rights of women and children in
order to combat all forms of violence, discrimination and exploitation, including
sexual violence and child labour (Italy);

133.211 Intensify efforts to strengthen the legal framework for child protection
(Mauritania);

133.212 Intensify efforts to ensure that children have equal access to health
care and education, without discrimination (Ghana);

133.213 Ban child, early and forced marriage and enforce the law on the
minimum marriage age of 18 years (Iceland);

133.214 Make further efforts to eliminate child marriage (Armenia);

133.215 Take further comprehensive measures to end early marriages
(Viet Nam);

133.216 Continue to put in place measures to eliminate early child marriages
and protect girls from sexual and gender-based violence (Uganda);

133.217 Redouble efforts to ensure children’s access to education and health-
care services (Nepal);

133.218 Step up efforts to effectively enforce child protection programmes
(Botswana);

133.219 Prohibit explicitly corporal punishment of children in all settings,
including the home, and repeal all exculpatory grounds that authorize its use
(Uruguay);

133.220 Take measures to explicitly prohibit corporal punishment in all
settings (Estonia);

133.221 Take the necessary measures to ensure that those involved in the worst
forms of child labour are brought to justice (Costa Rica);

133.222 Continue efforts to enhance the rights of children with disabilities to
education through the Comoros national strategy for basic education for
children with disabilities (2017-2026) (Saudi Arabia);

133.223 Further promote and protect the rights of women, children and
persons with disabilities (Cameroon);

133.224 Promote and protect the rights of all women and girls and persons with
disabilities by consistently implementing and enforcing existing legal protections
(United States of America);

133.225 Implement laws protecting the rights of all Comorians, including
members of non-Sunni religious and belief communities (United States of
America);

133.226 Repeal laws which target and suppress persons on the basis of their
sexual orientation or gender identity (Luxembourg);

133.227 Repeal laws that target and criminalize LGBTQI+ persons (Ireland);

133.228 Repeal legislation criminalizing homosexuality and ensure equal rights
and protections for members of the LGBT+ community in the Comoros (United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland);

133.229 Repeal article 318 (3) of the Criminal Code, which criminalizes
consensual sexual relations between adults of the same sex, and adopt measures
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to eradicate discrimination and violence based on sexual orientation and gender
identity (Mexico);

133.230 Decriminalize same-sex sexual relations and combat violence based on
sexual orientation and gender identity (Costa Rica);

133.231 Decriminalize same-sex relationships between consenting adults
(Germany);

133.232 Decriminalize same-sex relations between consenting adults and repeal
all laws that target and criminalize persons of diverse sexual orientation, gender
Identity and expression, and sex characteristics (Iceland);

133.233  Abolish legal provisions criminalizing homosexuality (Italy);

133.234 Repeals laws that criminalize and punish consensual same-sex
relations between adults and that discriminate on the basis of sexual orientation
(Portugal);

133.235 Decriminalize consensual sexual relations between adults of the same
sex, guarantee non-discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender
and intersex persons in the labour, educational and social spheres, as well as
allowing their right of association (Spain);

133.236 Enhance measures aimed at the eradication of discrimination based on
sexual orientation or gender identity (Ukraine);

133.237 Promote a national law on asylum and establish a national operational
framework that includes procedures for refugee status determination, in line
with international standards (Colombia).

134. All conclusions and/or recommendations contained in the present report reflect
the position of the submitting State(s) and/or the State under review. They should not
be construed as endorsed by the Working Group as a whole.
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The delegation of the Comoros was headed by the Minister of Justice, Islamic Affairs
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+ M. Sultan Chouzour, Ambassadeur, Représentant Permanent des Comores auprés des
Nations Unies a Genéve;

« M. Youssouf Ismael Mmad, Délégué, Délégation des droits de I’homme;

* M. Papa Hassan, Expert, Délégation des droits de ”’homme;

M. Ahmed Mze, Conseiller, Mission des Comores auprés des Nations Unies a
Genéve;

M. Nidat Charif, stagiaire, Mission des Comores aupres des Nations Unies a Genéve;

* Mme. Mariama Mohamed Soilihi, stagiaire, Mission des Comores auprés des Nations
Unies a Genéve.

24 GE.24-09938



	Report of the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review*
	Comoros
	Introduction
	I. Summary of the proceedings of the review process
	A. Presentation by the State under review
	B. Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review

	II. Conclusions and/or recommendations
	Annex
	Composition of the delegation


