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Broken Chalk is an Amsterdam-based NGO established in 2020 that monitors and minimises
worldwide human rights violations in education. We aim to promote universal and equal access to

education for all.

We encourage and support achieving societal peace with our international sponsors and partners by
advocating for intercultural tolerance, preventing radicalism and polarisation, and tackling

educational inequalities.
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I. Introduction

1. This report drafted by Broken Chalk contributes to the fourth cycle of the Universal
Periodic Review (UPR) for the Union of the Comoros. This report focuses exclusively on
human rights issues in Comoros's education field. 

2. Comoros, formally known as the Union of The Comoros, is an independent country made
up of three islands in Southeastern Africa, located at the northern end of the
Mozambique Channel in the Indian Ocean.

3. Comoros stands as one of the most economically disadvantaged and underdeveloped
countries globally. The three islands contend with insufficient transportation
connections, a youthful and swiftly growing population, and a scarcity of natural
resources.

4. There are two educational systems concurrently in Comoros: l'École Quranic (Koranic
School) and l'École Officielle (Official School). Almost all children attend a Quranic school
for 2 or 3 years before beginning primary school. L'Enseignement elémentaire(Primary
school) is six years, starting at age six.

5. In Comoros, it is mandated by law that every child must undergo eight years of schooling
from the age of seven to fifteen. This education system consists of six years dedicated to
primary education, catering to students aged six to twelve, succeeded by an additional
seven years of secondary school education.

6. Today, the education system comprises the formal school, taught mainly in French, and
the Koranic school due to the extended majority of Comorans being Sunni Muslims.

7. Often, due to financial issues, many families send their children to Koranic schools,
where students can receive an Islamic education for free.

8. This report first explores the main issues in the educational field in Comoros, reflecting
on the recommendations the country received in the 3rd cycle UN UPR review in 2019
and its progress since. Finally, Broken Chalk offers some suggestions to Comoros on
further improving its human rights in the educational field.

II. Brief Overview Of The Last UN-UPR Cycle

9. Comoros was reviewed by UPR WG 32 in January 2019. It received 177 recommendations
and supported 165 submissions at adopting its UPR outcome at Human Rights Council 41
in July 2019 (an increase of 34% with respect to the 2nd cycle). 

10. Comoros supported recommendations related to the legal and general framework of
implementation, universal and cross-cutting issues, civil and political rights, economic,
social, and cultural rights, women's rights, and rights to education of vulnerable groups
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and persons. 

11. As per the letter by the High Commissioner for Foreign Affairs[1], issues were raised
explicitly for the right to education, including the educational programmes and policies
deployed, including the Education Transaction Plan 2017-2000.

12. Taking legislative measures to strengthen the legal framework aimed at guaranteeing the
right to education by bringing its domestic legal provisions into line with international
human rights standards.

13. Enhancing measures to eradicate illiteracy and ensure universal and free access to
quality education, particularly for the most marginalised and deprived populations.

14. Intensifying its efforts to increase the school attendance rate and reduce the drop-out
rate, especially among girls, to prevent children under 15 years of age from working.

15. Continuing to make efforts to promote the retention of children in schools and the
acquisition of basic skills, eradicate illiteracy, and offer better working conditions and
training to teachers to improve the quality of the education system.

16. Providing improved educational opportunities for girls, children with disabilities and
children from rural or low-income backgrounds.

III. High Rates of Drop-Outs And Repetition.

17. Despite all the available options for learning, the rate of enrolment in the schools has
been declining. Schools and students have been affected by the country’s political
instability and unrest from student protests and teacher strikes. 

18. Teachers’ strikes are a result of poor pay and a reduction of the workforce in the civil
service due to pressure for fiscal reforms from the international community. On the other
hand, student strikes have been brought about by cancelled examinations or classes. 

19. Students also protest violently against underfunding by the government and poor
management of the schools. Such scenarios often lead to high rates of dropouts and
repetition, resulting in a student taking fourteen years to finish the six years of primary
education.

20. Dropout rates are very high. Students that advance to secondary school make up only
35%. It is worth noting that enrollment in primary schools has been on the rise, but the
transition to secondary schools is only about 60%. Another thing to note is that most
locals obtain on average 2.85 years of learning. This translates to an adult literacy rate of
approximately 75%.
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IV.Person With Disabilities And Right To Education

21. Throughout Comoro's history, individuals with disabilities have faced substantial
challenges obtaining an education. These challenges arise from a variety of factors,
including insufficient infrastructure, a lack of specialised educational services, limited
awareness and understanding of disability rights, as well as societal prejudice and
discrimination. 

22. According to the Transitional Education Sector Plan (PTSE) 2017/18–2019/20, the
Comorian education system does not have the capacity to establish a special education
system for children with disabilities.

23. These hurdles have led to disproportionately low enrollment rates and a higher
likelihood of discontinuation among children and young people with disabilities.

24. Recognising the significance of inclusive education [2], Comoros has ensured that
individuals with disabilities enjoy equitable access to high-quality education.

25. The nation has ratified various international human rights agreements, including the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). This
underscores the right to education for those with disabilities.

V. Working Conditions And Training For Teachers

26. Poor working conditions and inadequate training of teachers in Comoros have long been
issues that hinder the country's education quality. 

27. Inadequate Infrastructure: Many schools in Comoros lack proper infrastructure, including
classrooms, sanitation facilities, and teaching materials, which affects teachers and
students. Teachers often have to work in overcrowded and poorly equipped classrooms,
making it challenging to deliver quality education.

28. Lack of Resources: Teachers frequently have to bring their teaching materials, as the
schools often lack necessary supplies such as textbooks, stationery, and even basic
amenities. This places an additional burden on teachers who are already struggling with
the challenges of delivering effective education.

29. Low Salaries: Teachers in Comoros often receive low salaries, making it challenging to
meet their own needs and provide for their families. This financial strain can lead to
demotivation and a lack of commitment among teachers, ultimately affecting the quality
of education they deliver.

30. Limited Professional Development: Teachers in Comoros often lack access to continuous
professional development opportunities. This results in outdated teaching methods and
a lack of exposure to new pedagogical approaches. Teachers may struggle to engage
students effectively and adapt to changing educational requirements without proper
training and up-to-date skills.
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31. Lack of Teacher Training Institutions: Comoros faces a shortage of high-quality teacher
training institutions. This results in a limited number of qualified teachers who can
effectively address the diverse needs of students. Teachers who lack proper training may
struggle to manage classrooms, address individual learning differences, and create
engaging learning environments.

32. Inadequate Curriculum: The curriculum used in Comoros may not always be relevant to
the needs of the students or aligned with modern educational standards. Teachers may
lack the training and resources to modify the curriculum to suit their students' learning
needs better.

33. Limited Support for Special Needs Education: Teachers often lack the training and
resources to support students with special needs. This results in a lack of inclusion and
leaves these students without the proper assistance they require to succeed in their
education.

34. Lack of Motivation: Many Comoros teachers might lack motivation and enthusiasm for
their jobs due to the challenging working conditions and limited career advancement
opportunities. This can result in a negative impact on student engagement and learning
outcomes.

VI. Girls Equality And The Right To Education

35. In Comoros, girls' education faces various challenges that hinder their access to quality
education and impede their academic progress. While efforts have been made to improve
educational opportunities for all, there are still significant disparities between boys and
girls regarding access to education and overall quality of learning. Some of the critical
challenges that girls' education faces in Comoros include:

36. Gender Inequality: Traditional gender roles and societal norms often place girls at a
disadvantage, assigning them domestic responsibilities that may conflict with their
educational pursuits. Early marriage and gender-based violence further contribute to the
gender gap in education.

37. Limited Infrastructure: Many rural areas in Comoros lack proper educational
infrastructure, making it difficult for girls to access schools. This issue is compounded by
the fact that girls often have to travel long distances to reach schools, which can be
dangerous and discouraging, especially for parents concerned about their safety.

38. Financial Constraints: Poverty remains a significant obstacle to girls' education. Families
facing economic hardships may prioritise sending boys to school over girls due to
traditional beliefs about gender roles and limited resources.

39. Cultural Norms: Deep-seated cultural norms prioritising boys' education over girls' can
lead to lower expectations for girls' academic achievements. As a result, girls may not
receive the same level of support and encouragement to excel in their studies.
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40. Early Marriage and Pregnancy: Early marriage and teenage pregnancy often lead to
dropout rates among girls. The responsibilities of marriage and motherhood can make it
challenging for girls to continue their education, leading to a cycle of limited
opportunities.

41. Lack of Female Teachers: The shortage of female teachers is a barrier to girls' education.
Female teachers can serve as role models and mentors, making it easier for girls to relate
to their instructors and envision themselves pursuing education and career goals.

42. Healthcare and Sanitation: Inadequate access to healthcare and sanitation facilities can
affect girls' attendance and participation in school. The lack of proper facilities can also be
a deterrent for girls during menstruation, causing them to miss school days.

VII. School Infrastructure and the Right to Education

43. Limited Resources: Comoros faces economic challenges, with limited financial resources
allocated to the educational sector. This scarcity of funds makes it difficult to invest in
building and maintaining proper school infrastructure. As a result, many schools lack basic
amenities such as classrooms, furniture, libraries, laboratories, and sanitation facilities.

44. Geographical Disparities: The country's geographical layout poses a significant hurdle to
developing a uniform school infrastructure. The islands are spread out, with varying levels
of accessibility due to limited transportation and rugged terrains. This leads to
discrepancies in the quality and availability of educational facilities across different
regions, disproportionately affecting students in remote areas.

45. Overcrowding: Many schools in Comoros suffer from overcrowded classrooms.
Insufficient space and inadequate facilities lead to a compromised learning environment.
Overcrowding can hamper effective teaching and learning, making it challenging for
students and teachers to perform optimally.

46. Lack of Facilities: Proper educational facilities, such as well-equipped classrooms, libraries,
laboratories, and sports facilities, are essential for holistic learning. Unfortunately, many
schools in Comoros lack these facilities, depriving students of the opportunity to engage in
well-rounded education and extracurricular activities.

47. Poor Infrastructure Maintenance: Even when schools are initially constructed, the lack of
maintenance often results in the deterioration of infrastructure over time. This includes
crumbling buildings, leaking roofs, and broken furniture. The absence of regular upkeep
contributes to an uninviting and unsafe learning environment.

48. Inadequate Sanitation and Hygiene: Sanitation and hygiene facilities in many schools are
scarce or non-existent. The absence of proper toilets and sanitation facilities not only
affects students' health and safety but also negatively impacts school attendance,
particularly among girls.
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49. Natural Disasters: Comoros is prone to natural disasters such as cyclones and earthquakes
due to its location. These disasters can cause significant damage to school infrastructure,
further exacerbating the challenges faced by the education system.

50. Lack of Technological Integration: Technology plays a crucial role in education in the
modern world. However, the lack of proper technological infrastructure, such as
computers and internet connectivity, hinders the integration of digital learning tools into
the curriculum.

VIII. Recommendations

51. Broken Chalk would like to offer recommendations to encourage the Union of the
Comoros to improve its educational system and school infrastructure. The right to
education is a fundamental human right, and every child, regardless of their cultural
background or ethnicity, deserves equal access to quality education. 

52. Improving the educational system in Comoros requires a comprehensive and sustainable
approach that addresses various aspects of education, from infrastructure and curriculum
to teacher training and gender equality. Here are some recommendations to enhance the
educational system in Comoros:

53. Increase Investment in Education: Allocate a higher percentage of the national budget to
education to ensure adequate funding for schools, teachers, and resources.

54. Seek external funding and partnerships with international organisations to support
education initiatives.

55. Enhance Infrastructure and Resources: Build and renovate schools to provide safe and
conducive learning environments for students.

56. Ensure textbooks, learning materials, and technology are available to facilitate effective
teaching and learning.

57. Teacher Training and Professional Development: Provide regular training and workshops
for teachers to improve their teaching methods, subject knowledge, and classroom
management skills.

58. Establish mentoring programs for new teachers to support their growth and development.

59. Train teachers in early childhood pedagogy to ensure quality education for young learners.

60. Inclusive Education: Develop strategies to ensure children with disabilities have equal
access to quality education.

61. Train teachers to employ inclusive teaching methods and adapt the curriculum to
accommodate diverse learning needs.



46th Session UN-UPR Country Review: Comoros

Right to Education
9

BROKEN CHALK 9

62. Digital Learning and Technology Integration: Invest in digital infrastructure and technology
to enhance learning experiences and provide access to online resources.

63. Train teachers to effectively integrate technology into their teaching methods.

64. Teacher Incentives and Support: Provide competitive salaries and incentives to attract and
retain qualified teachers.

65. Establish teacher support networks to encourage collaboration and knowledge-sharing
among educators.

66. Data Collection and Monitoring: Implement a robust data collection and monitoring
system to track student performance, attendance, and other relevant indicators.

67. Use data to identify areas of improvement and make informed policy decisions.

68. Gender Equality and Equity: Promote gender equality in education by addressing cultural
norms that may hinder girls' access to education.

69. Implement initiatives to encourage girls' enrollment and retention in schools.

70. Strengthen Higher Education: Improve the quality of higher education institutions to
provide advanced learning opportunities for students.

71. Encourage research and innovation within the higher education sector.

72. By implementing these recommendations, Comoros can work towards building a more
robust and inclusive educational system that equips its children with the knowledge and
skills needed for personal growth and national development.
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