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a joint review of the action plan and developing a road map for its implementation.
However, [ am deeply concerned by the increase in verified cases of child recruitment
and use by SDF, and I urge SDF to immediately end all violations and to recommit to
the 2019 action plan.

202. T note the constructive engagement between factions of the opposition SNA,
including SNA leadership, Ahrar al-Sham and Jaysh al-Islam, and the United Nations,
including the organization of workshops on child protection to develop an action plan.
T urge the opposition SNA to prioritize the adoption and implementation of an action
plan.

203. T am appalled by the increase in the number of violations against children by all
parties to the conflict, in particular child recruitment and use, and by the high number
of cases of killing and maiming and of attacks on schools and hospitals, and by
widespread impunity. [ urge all parties to end and prevent grave violations and comply
with their obligations under international humanitarian law and international human
rights law.

204. T remain alarmed by the deprivation of liberty of children for their alleged
association with parties to conflict. I call upon all parties to facilitate meaningful and
systematic United Nations access to children deprived of liberty. I reiterate my call to
treat children primarily as victims, and that deprivation of liberty should be a last
resort and for the shortest period of time, in line with international juvenile justice
standards and the best interests of the child.

205. T remain seriously concerned by the humanitarian situation and violence
affecting women and children in Hawl and Rawj camps and in places of detention in
the north-east. I encourage the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic and the local
authorities in the north-east to cooperate and to actively support coordination across
sectors between the United Nations and other humanitarian actors in camps to enable
the delivery of timely humanitarian assistance to children deprived of liberty. I
reiterate my call upon all concerned countries of origin and relevant authorities inside
the Syrian Arab Republic to facilitate the voluntary repatriation of women and
children who are currently in these camps, including those with suspected family ties
to Da’esh, in line with international law and in respect for the principles of
non-refoulement, family unity and the best interests of the child, and with the support
of the United Nations, upon request, in line with the Global Framework on United
Nations Support to Member States on Individuals Returned from the Syrian Arab
Republic and Iraq.

Yemen

206. The United Nations verified 1,596 grave violations against 637 children (522
boys, 115 girls), including 26 children who were victims of multiple violations. In
addition, 245 grave violations against 212 children that had occurred in previous years
(185 boys, 27 girls) were verified in 2022.

207. A total of 105 children (103 boys, 2 girls), some as young as 10, were verified
as recruited and used by the Houthis (who call themselves Ansar Allah) (hereinafter
“the Houthis™) (77), the Security Belt Forces (12), the Shabwani Elite Forces (10),
the Yemen Armed Forces (4), the Amaliqah Brigades (1) and unidentified perpetrators
(1). Thirty-three children were used in combat. In addition, the United Nations
verified in 2022 the recruitment and use of 93 boys by the Houthis (63), the Yemen
Armed Forces (17), the Security Belt Forces (9), the Amaliqah Brigades (3) and
unidentified perpetrators (1) that had occurred in previous years. Of concern, the
United Nations received reports of the organization by the Houthis of “summer
camps” for children, exposing them to military content and activities.
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208. The deprivation of liberty of 6 children (5 boys, 1 girl) for their alleged
association with parties to conflict was verified and attributed to the Yemen Armed
Forces (4) and the Houthis (2).

209. The United Nations verified the killing (158) and maiming (386) of 544 children
(432 boys, 112 girls), attributed to unidentified perpetrators (357), including in
crossfire (30), the Houthis (88), the Coalition to Support Legitimacy in Yemen (the
Coalition) (43), the Yemen Armed Forces (26), the Security Belt Forces (21) and the
Amaliqah Brigades (9). The main causes of child casualties were explosive remnants
of war (282), mortar and artillery shelling (103), gunshots and crossfire (77), air
strikes and drone attacks (50) and the running over of children by military vehicles
(14). In addition, the United Nations verified in 2022 the killing (51) and maiming
(79) of 130 children (104 boys, 26 girls) by unidentified perpetrators (66), including
in crossfire (6), the Houthis (27), the Coalition (21), the Yemen Armed Forces (11)
and the Security Belt Forces (5) that had occurred in previous years.

210. Sexual violence against three children (2 boys, 1 girl) was verified and attributed
to the Yemen Armed Forces (3). In addition, the United Nations verified in 2022
sexual violence against three boys by the Yemen Armed Forces (2) and the Houthis
(1) that had occurred in previous years.

211. A total of 32 attacks on schools (7) and hospitals (25), including protected
persons in relation to schools and/or hospitals, were verified and attributed to the
Coalition (13), the Houthis (10), the Yemen Armed Forces (3), the Security Belt
Forces (2), the Amaliqah Brigades (2), unidentified perpetrators (1), and jointly to the
Yemen Armed Forces and the Shabwani Elite Forces (1). In addition, 12 attacks on
schools (9) and hospitals (3) by the Houthis (5), the Southern Transitional Council
(2), the Yemen Armed Forces (2), the Security Belt Forces (2) and the Amaligah
Brigades (1) that had occurred in previous years were verified in 2022.

212. The military use of 73 schools (67) and hospitals (6) was verified and attributed
to the Houthis (66), the Yemen Armed Forces (6) and the Shabwani Elite Forces (1).

213. The abduction of 11 children (10 boys, 1 girl) was attributed to the Houthis (10)
and the Security Belt Forces (1). The abduction of most of the children for recruitment
and use purposes (9) was verified. Eight children escaped or were released, and the
status of three is unknown. The United Nations verified in 2022 the abduction of 7
children (6 boys, 1 girl) by the Houthis (3), the Yemen Armed Forces (2), the Security
Belt Forces (1) and unidentified perpetrators (1) that had occurred in previous years.

214. A total of 901 incidents of denial of humanitarian access, attributed to the
Houthis (601), unidentified perpetrators (210), the Yemen Armed Forces (68), the
Coalition (11), the Security Belt Forces (6), the Amaligah Brigades (4) and the
Southern Transitional Council (1), were verified. Incidents involved attacks,
in-country movement restrictions and interference with humanitarian activities in
Amanat al-Asimah, Sa’dah and Hudaydah.

Developments and concerns

215. 1 welcome the continued commitment of the Government to implementing the
2014 action plan and the 2018 road map to end and prevent child recruitment and use.
I further welcome the establishment of child protection units in all military regions,
and the conduct of field visits to disseminate directives banning child recruitment and
verify the absence of children from military ranks. I note the significant decrease in
the number of verified cases of children recruited and used and killed and maimed by
the Yemen Armed Forces, and efforts by the Government to facilitate humanitarian
access. | encourage the Government to continue to strengthen existing measures to
prevent child casualties during military operations and to prevent violations. I call
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upon the Government to adopt a handover protocol on the release of children detained
during military operations. I further welcome the commitment from the Security Belt
Forces to abide by the existing action plan and the first training of its forces on the
six grave violations that took place in March 2023.

216. I welcome the continued engagement of the Coalition with my Special
Representative to sustainably end and prevent grave violations against children, and
the progress achieved in the implementation of the programme of time-bound
activities endorsed in January 2020. I note the continued and significant decrease in
the number of child casualties, and I call upon the Coalition to pursue the
implementation of the 2019 memorandum of understanding and the related
programme of time-bound activities. I urge the Coalition to expedite justice,
accountability and redress to children who are victims and their families. Continuous
monitoring and engagement to ensure the sustained implementation of agreed
activities and further reductions in the number of affected children, as verified by the
United Nations, are expected and will be closely observed.

217. 1T welcome the progress made by the Houthis in the implementation of the 2022
action plan, and the significant decrease in violations in 2022. In particular, I welcome
the appointment of the technical committee and of senior focal points, and the
endorsement of standard operating procedures to end and prevent the recruitment and
use of children. I urge the Houthis to continue to fully implement the action plan,
including by releasing all children, and to end and prevent violations. I call upon the
Houthis to continue to implement the 2020 handover protocol and to allow the
unimpeded access of the United Nations to all places of detention.

218. T am encouraged by the decreasing number of grave violations, especially of
children recruited and used and killed and maimed, in particular during the United
Nations-brokered nationwide truce between the Government of Yemen and the
Houthis that was in place from April to October 2022. T urge parties to renew and
expand the truce and to engage with my Special Envoy for Yemen towards the
resumption of an inclusive political process to reach a comprehensive negotiated
settlement, and to include child protection concerns in this process.

219. 1 remain concerned by the prevalence of killing and maiming of children,
including by landmines and explosive ordnance. I urge all parties to urgently facilitate
explosive ordnance clearance and explosive ordnance risk education.

220. I remain concerned about the continued high number of humanitarian access
constraints, and I urge all parties to facilitate safe, timely and unimpeded humanitarian
access.

Situations not on the agenda of the Security Council or
other situations

Burkina Faso

221. The United Nations verified 1,202 grave violations against 863 children (546
boys, 298 girls, 19 sex unknown), including 85 children who were victims of multiple
violations. In addition, 366 grave violations against 294 children (54 boys, 104 girls,
136 sex unknown) that had occurred in previous years were verified in 2022.

222. A total of 115 children (111 boys, 4 girls), between the ages of 3 to 17, were
recruited and used by Jama’a Nusrat ul-Islam wa al-Muslimin (JNIM) (65), [slamic
State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) (28) and unidentified perpetrators (22), mostly in
the Sahel Region. Most children (102) were used in combat. In 2022, the United
Nations verified the recruitment and use of 10 boys by the Defence and Security
Forces that had occurred in 2021.
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