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engagement with the United Nations to end and prevent grave violations and to adopt
an action plan.

200. T remain alarmed by the deprivation of liberty of children for their alleged
association with parties to conflict. I welcome the access provided by SDF for United
Nations partners to visit two detention facilities in Aleppo Governorate and I call
upon other parties in the Syrian Arab Republic to also facilitate United Nations access
to children deprived of liberty. I reiterate my call to treat children primarily as victims,
and that deprivation of liberty should be a measure of last resort and for the shortest
appropriate period of time, and in line with international juvenile justice standards
and the best interest of the child.

201. T remain seriously concerned by the humanitarian situation of women and
children in the Hawl and Rawj camps and in places of detention in the north-east. I
reiterate my call upon all concerned countries of origin and relevant authorities inside
the Syrian Arab Republic to facilitate the voluntary repatriation of women and
children who are currently in these camps, including those with suspected family ties
to Da’esh, in line with international law and in full respect for the principle of
non-refoulement and with respect for family unity and the best interest of the child,
and in line with the Global Framework on United Nations Support to Member States
on Individuals Returned from the Syrian Arab Republic and Iraq, adopted in 2020.

202. T am appalled by the persistently high number of violations against children
committed by all parties to the conflict, particularly the significant increase in child
recruitment and use, and by the continued high number of cases of killing and
maiming and of attacks on schools and hospitals, and by widespread impunity. [ urge
all parties to end and prevent grave violations and comply with their obligations under
international humanitarian law and international human rights law.

203. T call upon the Syrian Arab Republic to become a party to international legal
instruments on mines and explosive remnants of war.

204. I reiterate the recommendations from my report on children and armed conflict
in the Syrian Arab Republic (S/2021/398).

Yemen

205. The United Nations verified 2,748 grave violations against 800 children (652
boys, 148 girls), with 99 of those children being victims of multiple violations. In
addition, 209 grave violations against 164 children (120 boys, 44 girls) that occurred
in previous years were verified in 2021.

206. The United Nations verified the recruitment and use of 174 children (172 boys,
2 girls), between the ages of 9 and 17, by the Houthis (who call themselves Ansar
Allah) (hereafter “the Houthis™) (131), the Yemen Armed Forces (28), the Security
Belt Forces (6), pro-government militias (4), unidentified perpetrators (4) and Islamic
State in Yemen (1). Most children (128) served in combat roles. In addition, the
recruitment and use of 51 boys by the Houthis (37), the Yemen Armed Forces (12),
the Security Belt Forces (1) and Islamic State in Yemen (1) in previous years was
verified in 2021.

207. The deprivation of liberty of 10 boys for their alleged association with parties
to conflict was verified and attributed to Yemen Armed Forces (5) and the Houthis

(5).

208. The United Nations verified the killing (201) and maiming (480) of 681 children
(546 boys, 135 girls) attributed to unidentified perpetrators (280), including in
crossfire (83), mainly between the Houthis and the Yemen Armed Forces (63) and
between other parties (20); the Houthis (180), the Coalition to Support Legitimacy in
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Yemen (the Coalition) (100), the Yemen Armed Forces (74), the Security Belt Forces
(42), Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (3), Islamic State in Yemen (1) and the
Hadrami Elite Forces (1). The main causes of child casualties were explosive
remnants of war (181), gunshots and crossfire (176), mortar and artillery shelling
(172), air strikes (83) and children being run over by military vehicles (68). Most
casualties occurred in Ta‘izz (137), Ma’rib (132) and Hudaydah (107) Governorates.
In addition, the killing (50) and maiming (96) of 146 children (106 boys, 40 girls)
that occurred in previous years was verified in 2021 and attributed to the Houthis
(46), the Coalition (22), Yemen Armed Forces (21), the Security Belt Forces (5),
Da’esh (3), Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (1) and unidentified perpetrators (48).

209. Sexual violence perpetrated against 11 children (6 boys, 5 girls) was attributed
to the Houthis (5), unidentified perpetrators (3), the Yemen Armed Forces (2), and
jointly to the Security Belt Forces and the Yemen Armed Forces (1). In addition,
sexual violence affecting 7 children (3 boys, 4 girls), in cases which occurred in
previous years and were attributed to the Houthis (6) and Yemen Armed Forces (1),
was verified in 2021.

210. There were 34 verified attacks on schools (18) and hospitals (16), including
protected persons in relation to schools and/or hospitals, attributed to the Houthis
(15), the Security Belt Forces (7), the Yemen Armed Forces (6), the Coalition (5) and
unidentified perpetrators (1). In addition, two attacks on hospitals by the Houthis (1)
and the Security Belt Forces (1) that occurred in previous years were verified in 2021.

211. The military use of 53 schools (49) and hospitals (4) was verified and attributed
to the Houthis (46), the Yemen Armed Forces (4) and the Security Belt Forces (3).

212. A total of 35 children (27 boys, 8 girls) were abducted by the Houthis (11), the
Security Belt Forces (10), Salafists (3), the Yemen Armed Forces (3), Hadrami Elite
Forces (2) and unidentified perpetrators (6). The purposes of the abductions were for
recruitment and use (2), sexual violence (2) and unknown purposes (31). The
abduction of three boys in earlier years was verified in 2021 and attributed to the
Houthis (2) and the Yemen Armed Forces (1).

213. Atotal of 1,813 incidents of the denial of humanitarian access were verified and
attributed to the Houthis (1,448), the Yemen Armed Forces (331) and unidentified
perpetrators (34). Incidents included attacks, in-country movement restrictions and
interference in the implementation of humanitarian activities. Incidents were
prevalent in the Governorates of Amanat Al-Asimah (595), Sa‘dah (331) and Aden
(306).

Developments and concerns

214. 1 welcome the continued commitment of the Government, through the
identification of priority activities, to implementing the 2014 action plan and the 2018
road map to end and prevent child recruitment and use. I further welcome the
resumption of the interministerial committee activities and the organization of
training sessions on child protection. I note the significant decrease in the number of
verified cases of child recruitment and use by, and the decrease in the number of child
casualties caused by, the Yemen Armed Forces, as well as efforts by the Government
to facilitate humanitarian access. I encourage the Government to continue to
strengthen the measures in place to prevent child casualties during military operations
and implement measures to prevent violations. I note Government efforts to
reintegrate children formerly associated with armed forces and armed groups and the
recent roll-out of the Act to Protect Children Affected by Conflict campaign in Aden.
I call upon the Government to adopt a handover protocol on the release of children.
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215. T welcome the continued engagement of the Coalition with my Special
Representative to sustainably end and prevent grave violations against children and
the progress achieved in the implementation of the programme of time-bound
activities endorsed in January 2020. I note the continued decrease in the number of
child casualties, and I call upon the Coalition to pursue and deepen the
implementation of the 2019 memorandum of understanding and the related
programme of time-bound activities. I urge the Coalition to swiftly investigate all
incidents involving child casualties and comply with their obligations under
international humanitarian law. [ also urge the Coalition to expedite justice,
accountability and redress to child victims and their families. Continuous monitoring
and engagement to ensure the sustained implementation of agreed activities and
further reductions in the number of affected children, as verified by the United
Nations, is expected and will be closely observed.

216. I welcome the signature of an action plan by the Houthis with the United Nations
on 18 April 2022 to end and prevent the recruitment and use and the killing and
maiming of children, as well as attacks on schools and hospitals and other grave
violations. I urge the Houthis to implement all the activities of the action plan,
including releasing all children from their ranks, and to immediately end and prevent
violations. I call upon the Houthis to continue the implementation of the handover
protocol of April 2020 and to allow unimpeded access for the United Nations to all
places of detention.

217. T am alarmed by the high number of children killed and maimed, especially by
explosive remnants of war, by the number of cases of denial of humanitarian access
and by the number of cases of the recruitment and use of children and of the military
use of schools and hospitals, particularly by the Houthis. I urge the Houthis and all
parties to abide by their obligations under international humanitarian law and
international human rights law and to allow and facilitate safe, timely and unimpeded
humanitarian access to children across the country. I urge all parties to step up the
clearance of mines and explosive remnants of war, as well as and mine risk education.

218. 1 call upon parties to put an end to the fighting and engage with my Special
Envoy for Yemen towards the resumption of an inclusive political process to reach a
comprehensive negotiated settlement. I also call upon them to include child protection
concerns in the peace process.

219. I reiterate the recommendations from my report on children and armed conflict
in Yemen (S/2021/761).

Situations not on the agenda of the Security Council or
other situations

Burkina Faso

220. The United Nations verified 653 grave violations against 509 children (230
boys, 235 girls, 44 sex unknown).

221. Some 68 children (62 boys, 6 girls), some as young as 6, were recruited and
used by Jama‘a Nusrat ul-Islam wa al-Muslimin (JNIM) (59), unidentified
perpetrators (7) and Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) (2), mostly in the
Sahel (22) and North (21) Regions. Most children (48) were used as combatants.

222. Atotal of 18 boys were detained in the high security prison of Ouagadougou for
their alleged association with armed groups, including three who have been in
detention since 2018. Three children were released in 2021.
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