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193. I reiterate the recommendations from my report on children and armed conflict
in the Syrian Arab Republic (S/2021/398).

Yemen

194. The United Nations verified 4,418 grave violations against 1,287 children (944
boys, 343 girls). In addition, 63 grave violations against 54 children (43 boys, 11
girls) which occurred in previous years were verified at a later date.

195. The United Nations verified the recruitment and use of 163 children (134 boys, 29
girls) by Houthis (who call themselves Ansar Allah) (115), the Yemen Armed Forces
(34), the Security Belt Forces (10) and unidentified perpetrators (4). Most children (92)
were used in combat roles, and a third of these children were victims of other violations
during their association with parties to conflict, including killing and maiming. In
addition, the recruitment and use of 9 boys by the Houthis (8) and the Yemen Armed
Forces (1) in previous years was verified at a later date.

196. The deprivation of liberty of 14 boys for their alleged association with parties,
some for up to two years, was verified and attributed to the Yemen Armed Forces
(11), the Houthis (2) and the Security Belt Forces (1).

197. The United Nations verified the killing (269) and maiming (855) of 1,124
children (816 boys, 308 girls) attributed to the Houthis (255), the Coalition to Support
Legitimacy in Yemen (194), the Yemen Armed Forces (121), the Security Belt Forces
(49), Islamic State in Yemen (11), Popular Resistance (8), Al-Qaida in the Arabian
Peninsula (2) and unidentified perpetrators (484), including in crossfire, mainly
between the Houthis and the Yemen Armed Forces (228) and between other parties
(43). The main causes for child casualties were mortar and artillery shelling (339),
gunshots and crossfire (305), explosive remnants of war (212) and air strikes (150).
Most casualties occurred in Hudaydah (242), Ta‘izz (239), Ma’rib (132) and Jawf
(129) Governorates. In addition, the killing (14) and maiming (27) of 41 children (32
boys, 9 girls) in previous years was verified at a later date and attributed to the
Coalition (20), the Houthis (10) and other perpetrators (11).

198. Sexual violence against seven children (3 boys, 4 girls) was verified and
attributed to the Houthis (4), the Yemen Armed Forces (1), the Security Belt Forces
(1) and the Salafists (1). In addition, incidents of sexual violence affecting three
children (1 boy, 2 girls) that occurred in previous years and attributed to the Houthis
were verified at a later date.

199. There were 36 verified attacks on schools (16) and hospitals (20) attributed to the
Houthis (24), the Yemen Armed Forces (7), Popular Resistance (2), the Coalition (1), the
Security Belt Forces (1) and unidentified perpetrators (1). In addition, one attack on a
school by the Houthis that occurred in previous years was verified at a later date.

200. The military use of 34 schools and 1 hospital was verified and attributed to the
Houthis (30) and the Yemen Armed Forces (5).

201. A total of 55 children (53 boys, 2 girls) were abducted by the Yemen Armed
Forces (27), the Houthis (22), the Hadhrami Elite Forces (3), the Security Belt Forces
(2) and the Yemeni Islah party (1), including 12 boys also recruited. The abduction of
nine boys that occurred in previous years was verified at a later date and attributed to
the Houthis (5) and the Yemen Armed Forces (4).

202. Atotal of 3,033 incidents of denial of humanitarian access to children were verified
and attributed to the Houthis (2,502), the Yemen Armed Forces (479) and unidentified
perpetrators (52). Incidents included attacks, restrictions of movements in and out of
Yemen, and interference in implementation. Incidents were prevalent in Amanat
al-Asimah (1,048), Sa‘dah (597), Aden (378) and Hudaydah (371) Governorates.
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Developments and concerns

203. T welcome the continued commitment of the Government to protecting children,
including through the implementation of the 2014 action plan and the 2018 road map
to end and prevent child recruitment and use, and welcome efforts to apply the
presidential directive of 12 February 2020 and the military directive of 3 March 2020,
including plans to establish child protection units. I note the significant decrease in
the recruitment and use of children in 2020. I encourage the Government’s
engagement with the United Nations on priority actions, including to restore the
interministerial committee, to adopt a handover protocol on the release of children
and to implement measures to prevent violations against children, such as reinforced
training of its Armed Forces in the prevention of violations, including the recruitment
and use of children. I am concerned at the noticeable increase in the killing and
maiming of children attributed to government forces and urge the Government to put
in place immediate measures to mitigate and reduce this trend.

204. T welcome the continued engagement of the Coalition with my Special
Representative to sustainably end and prevent grave violations against children in
Yemen, and I call upon the Coalition to pursue the implementation of the
memorandum of understanding signed in March 2019 and the related programme of
time-bound activities endorsed in January 2020. I urge the Coalition to continue to
comply with its obligations under international humanitarian law. Although their
numbers have decreased, I remain concerned by incidents of air strikes resulting in
child casualties, including those being investigated by the Coalition. I commend the
Coalition for the swift investigation of two of these incidents that took place in 2020
and I urge it to swiftly conclude these investigations and to ensure that investigations
are undertaken for all incidents with child casualties. I also urge the Coalition to
expedite justice, accountability and redress to child victims and their families. I
welcome the training and high-level workshop on child protection conducted in
March and May 2021 by the Office of my Special Representative with the Coalition.
Continuous monitoring and engagement to ensure the sustained implementation of
the programme of time-bound activities and the further decrease in the number of
affected children, as verified by the United Nations, is expected and will be closely
observed. Any failure in sustained progress in this regard will lead to relisting.

205. I note the continued dialogue between the Houthis and the United Nations to
develop an action plan to end and prevent grave violations against children, and I urge
the Houthis to promptly finalize and sign it. I welcome the handover protocol signed
in April 2020, as well as the release of 68 children, and urge the protocol’s continued
implementation and the release of additional children.

206. I am gravely concerned by the continuing rise in the number of grave violations,
including the recruitment of children, particularly by the Houthis; by the persistent
high numbers of children killed and maimed; and by the increase in denials of
humanitarian access. [ am also concerned about the persistent level of grave violations
by the Government.

207. I urge all parties to abide by their obligations and responsibilities under
international humanitarian law and international human rights law. I also urge all
parties to end and prevent violations and to allow and facilitate safe, timely and
unimpeded humanitarian access to children.

208. I call upon parties to the conflict to declare a nationwide ceasefire and to
continue their engagement with my Special Envoy for Yemen towards the resumption
of an inclusive political process to reach a comprehensive negotiated settlement, with
a view to ending the conflict and bringing lasting peace to Yemen. I also call upon
them to include child protection concerns in the peace process.
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