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with ISIL as so-called “cubs of the caliphate”. I note that the start of Operation Peace
Spring in October 2019 affected the implementation of the action plan.

182. T note the dialogue between the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic and
the United Nations on non-military use of schools to implement the recommendations
of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, including recommendations concerning
the recruitment and use of children. I call upon the Government to engage with the
United Nations in Damascus and with my Special Representative to strengthen the
protection of children affected by armed conflict, including through the signature of
dedicated joint action plans for which the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic is
listed.

183. T am appalled by the persistent high levels of all grave violations endured by
children and perpetrated by all parties in the country, including by government and
pro-government forces. I am particularly disturbed by the increase in the number of
attacks against schools and hospitals. I am extremely concerned by the drastic
increase in the detention of children on security-related charges. The rising number
of incidents of the denial of humanitarian access and emerging trend of attacks on
water facilities are also concerning. I urge all parties to take all necessary measures
to better protect children in armed conflict, including precautionary measures to
mitigate child casualties, and to protect schools and health facilities in the conduct of
military operations.

184. T reiterate my call upon all concerned countries that have not already done so,
to facilitate the voluntary repatriation of foreign women and children with suspected
family ties to ISIL who are currently in camps in the north-east of the country, in line
with international law principles, including the principle of non-refoulement and with
respect for the best interests of the child.

Yemen

185. The United Nations verified 4,042 grave violations against 2,159 children
(1,708 boys, 451 girls).

186. The recruitment and use of 686 children (643 boys, 43 girls) was attributed to
the Houthis/Ansar Allah (previously the Houthis) (482), Yemeni armed forces (136),
Security Belt Forces (41), Shabwani Elite Forces (14), unidentified armed
elements (7), popular committees (4), a Salafist armed group and Hirak Southern
Movement (1 each). Most children served in combat roles (514), 19 per cent of whom
were below the age of 15.

187. The United Nations verified the deprivation of liberty and/or detention of
97 boys between the ages of 12 and 16, by the Houthis/Ansar Allah (previously the
Houthis) (68), Yemeni armed forces (26) and the Coalition to Support Legitimacy in
Yemen (3) for their alleged association with opposing parties. Children were held for
periods ranging from six months to three years. Among those children, 25 were
captured and detained by the Coalition and handed over to the Government of Yemen,
who further detained them before releasing them into an interim care centre in Ma’rib
in October 2019. A total of 93 children were released as of January 2020, including
the 68 who had been held by the Houthis/Ansar Allah (previously the Houthis).

188. Killing (395) and maiming (1,052) of 1,447 children (1,041 boys, 406 girls) was
attributed to the Houthis/Ansar Allah (previously the Houthis) (313), the
Coalition (222), the Yemeni armed forces (96), popular committees (40), Security
Belt Forces (11), Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (5) and ISIL (2). Responsibility
for 482 child casualties could not be attributed and a further 276 casualties occurred
during crossfire between various parties to the conflict. Of the total number of
casualties, 865 resulted from ground fighting, 306 from landmines and explosive
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remnants of war, 171 from air strikes, and 68 from bombs, including suicide and
attacks with the use of improvised explosive devices. Hudaydah, Ta‘izz and Dali‘
Governorates were the most affected.

189. Incidents of sexual violence against three boys by the Houthis/Ansar Allah
(previously the Houthis) and one girl by the Yemeni armed forces, between the ages
of 12 and 16, were verified. The lack of access to conflict-affected areas, stigma and
the fear of retaliation remain reasons for underreporting of this violation.

190. There were 35 attacks on schools (20) and hospitals (15). The attacks were
attributed to the Houthis/Ansar Allah (previously the Houthis) (15), the Yemeni armed
forces (6), the Coalition (4), Security Belt Forces (2) and Shabwani Elite Forces (1).
Responsibility for four attacks could not be attributed and three occurred in the
context of confrontations between the Yemeni armed forces and popular committees
(2) and between the Yemeni armed forces and the Houthis/Ansar Allah (previously
the Houthis) (1). Most attacks occurred in Dali‘ (15) and Ta‘izz (13) Governorates.

191. The military use of 37 schools was attributed to the Houthis/Ansar Allah
(previously the Houthis) (35), the popular committees (1) and an unidentified armed
group (1). The military use of three hospitals by the Houthis/Ansar Allah ( previously
the Houthis) (2) and the Yemeni armed forces (1) was also verified.

192. The United Nations verified the abduction of 22 children (21 boys, 1 girl) by
the Houthis/Ansar Allah (previously the Houthis) (19), Security Belt Forces (2) and
popular committees (1). In most cases, children were used for recruitment, while the
girl was abducted for marriage.

193. A total of 1,848 incidents of the denial of humanitarian access were attributed
to the Houthis/Ansar Allah (previously the Houthis) (1,553), the Coalition (186) and
the Yemeni armed forces and other components of the Government (109). This
represents a dramatic increase from the figure recorded for 2018 and involved
restrictions of movements within the country, interference with the delivery of
humanitarian assistance, violence against humanitarian personnel, assets and
facilities, and restrictions of movement into the country. Denials were prevalent in
Sana’a and Amanat Al-Asimah Governorates, followed by governorates adjacent to
active frontlines, including Hudaydah, Ibb, Hajjah and Sa‘dah.

Developments and concerns

194. I welcome the continued commitment of the Government of Yemen to protect
conflict-affected children, including through its interim care centre in Ma’rib, through
which children are reunited with their families, and I encourage further efforts,
including the adoption of a handover protocol on the release of children. The
implementation of its action plan and road map progressed in the first half of 2019,
with the appointment of 90 child protection focal points within the Yemeni armed
forces, 40 of whom were trained to identify associated children. That progress stalled,
however, in August 2019, with tensions erupting between the Government and the
southern transitional council. In this context, the political directive issued by the
President in February 2020, instructing all forces to comply with the action plan and
road map, is welcomed.

195. I commend the endorsement of a programme of time-bound activities by the
Coalition, through an exchange of letters with my Special Representative, in order to
support the implementation of the memorandum of understanding signed in March
2019. I am encouraged by the efforts demonstrated in the context of the memorandum
and call upon the Coalition to expedite the implementation of agreed activities,
including accountability provisions. I note the decrease in child casualties attributed
to the Coalition in 2019.
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196. T am encouraged by the ongoing dialogue with the Houthis/Ansar Allah
(previously the Houthis) to develop an action plan to end and prevent violations for
which they are listed, and the military use of schools. I note that a senior focal point
and technical committee were appointed and that a directive for the handover of
children captured and/or detained during military operations was signed in April
2020. I welcome the release of 68 children detained for association with opposition
parties by the Houthis/Ansar Allah (previously the Houthis) in early 2020 and urge
that their reintegration be prioritized.

197. T am extremely worried, however, about the rise in the overall number of grave
violations, including the continued recruitment of children by parties to conflict, and
in particular by the Houthis/Ansar Allah (previously the Houthis), and the shrinking
space for humanitarians in Yemen.

198. T urge all parties to abide by their obligations and responsibilities under
international law and to take all measures necessary to end and prevent violations and
facilitate humanitarian access to children.

199. T welcome the progress made towards ending the conflict that is the cause of
this suffering. I urge all parties to continue their negotiations to bring lasting peace to
Yemen.

Situations not on the agenda of the Security Council or
other situations

India

200. The United Nations verified the killing (8) and maiming (7) of 15 children
(13 boys, 2 girls), between the ages of 1 and 17, by or during joint operations of the
Central Reserve Police Force, the Indian Army (Rashtriya Rifles) and the Special
Operations Group of the Jammu and Kashmir Police (10), Lashkar-e-Tayyiba (1),
unidentified armed elements (1), or during shelling across the line of control (3). The
casualties that occurred in Jammu and Kashmir were mainly caused by torture in
detention, shootings, including from pellet guns, and cross-border shelling.

201. The United Nations verified attacks on nine schools in Jammu and Kashmir by
unidentified elements.

202. Of concern, 68 children between the ages of 9 and 17 have been detained by
Indian security services in Jammu and Kashmir on national security-related charges,
including 1 for actual or alleged association with armed groups.

203. In Jharkhand State, approximately 10 children were reportedly rescued by
Indian police from Naxalite insurgency groups, who allegedly abducted them or used
them in support or combat capacities.

Developments and concerns

204. Iremain concerned by child casualties in Jammu and Kashmir and call upon the
Government to take preventive measures to protect children, including by ending the
use of pellets against children. I am concerned by the detention of children, including
their arrest during night raids, internment at army camps, torture in detention and
detention without charge or due process, and urge the Government to immediately
end this practice. I note that the Government conducted age verification for some
detainees and urge for its systematization. I note the decline, as a result of government
efforts, in the number of reports of child recruitment and of the killing and maiming
of children relating to the Naxalite insurgency. However, children’s access to
education and health services continues to be of concern owing to this insurgency, in
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