
 

GE.25-16932  (E) 

Human Rights Council 
Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review 

Fifty-first session 

Geneva, 19–30 January 2026 

  Saint Lucia 

  Compilation of information prepared by the Office of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

 I. Background 

1. The present report was prepared pursuant to Human Rights Council resolutions 5/1 

and 16/21, taking into consideration the outcome of the previous review.1 It is a compilation 

of information contained in relevant United Nations documents, presented in a summarized 

manner owing to word-limit constraints. 

 II. Scope of international obligations and cooperation with 
human rights mechanisms 

2. The United Nations subregional team for Barbados and the Eastern Caribbean stated 

that Saint Lucia had not ratified any of the core human rights treaties since the previous cycle 

of the universal periodic review, noting that the country was not a Party to the International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights, the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 

Treatment or Punishment or the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of 

All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families. Saint Lucia was also not a Party to the 

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women. The subregional team recommended that Saint Lucia ratify the outstanding 

international human rights treaties and optional protocols thereto.2 

3. The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

recommended that Saint Lucia ratify the Convention against Discrimination in Education.3 

4. The subregional team indicated that Saint Lucia had experienced delays in submitting 

reports to the treaty bodies, noting that reports were overdue to the Committee on the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination, since 1991, the Committee on the Rights of Persons 

with Disabilities, since 2022, and the Committee on the Rights of the Child.4 

5. Regarding the overdue report under the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the 

subregional team highlighted that the previous review had taken place in 2014, resulting in 

substantial gaps in data and information about current policies and legal frameworks 

addressing issues concerning children.5 

6. The subregional team recommended that Saint Lucia continue its efforts to submit 

overdue reports to the United Nations treaty bodies.6 

 

United Nations A/HRC/WG.6/51/LCA/2 

 

General Assembly Distr.: General 

3 November 2025 

 

Original: English 



A/HRC/WG.6/51/LCA/2 

2 GE.25-16932 

 III. National human rights framework 

 1. Constitutional and legislative framework 

7. The subregional team stated that, although the Constitution of Saint Lucia prohibited 

discrimination on the basis of race, place of origin, political opinion, colour, creed or sex, it 

did not explicitly list, as prohibited grounds of discrimination, disability, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, health status or economic status. The subregional team recommended that 

Saint Lucia enact comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation.7 

8. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women requested Saint 

Lucia to report on the steps taken to adopt a comprehensive definition of discrimination 

against women that covered direct and indirect discrimination, including intersecting forms 

of discrimination, in both the public and the private spheres.8 

9. The subregional team noted that the Domestic Violence Act, No. 11 of 2022, did not 

discriminate against any person who had been subjected to violence on the basis of sex, 

marital status, sexual orientation and type of domestic relationship. In addition, the new Act 

provided for protection for more categories of people and defined more acts as domestic 

violence than the previous law and defined domestic relationships in such a manner as to 

address a wide range of situations of domestic violence.9 

 2. Institutional infrastructure and policy measures 

10. The subregional team noted that, since the previous cycle of the universal periodic 

review, Saint Lucia had not made much progress in establishing a national human rights 

institution in accordance with the principles relating to the status of national institutions for 

the promotion and protection of human rights (the Paris Principles) and recommended that it 

consider establishing a national human rights institution in accordance therewith.10 

 IV. Promotion and protection of human rights 

 A. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into 

account applicable international humanitarian law 

 1. Right to life, liberty and security of person, and freedom from torture 

11. The subregional team noted that Saint Lucia retained the death penalty in law but had 

not carried out any executions since 1995. While the death penalty was still authorized under 

the Criminal Code for certain crimes, such as murder, the last death sentence had been 

imposed in 2011. The country had observed a de facto moratorium since that year, and the 

last person on death row had had his sentence commuted in 2013. The subregional team 

recommended that Saint Lucia advance efforts to abolish the death penalty.11 

12. In a report, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) noted that 

gun-related violence had increased throughout the Caribbean since the onset of the 

coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and that Saint Lucia now had one of the highest 

murder rates globally. UNODC noted that, where data were available, they indicated that a 

majority share of the homicides in the Caribbean were due to collective violence associated 

with criminal organizations or gang disputes.12  

 2. Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law 

13. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, in its list of 

issues prior to reporting, requested Saint Lucia to provide information on measures taken to 

establish specialized mechanisms, including gender-based violence desks in the police, to 

respond to cases of gender-based violence against women.13 

14. The same Committee requested Saint Lucia to provide information on measures taken 

to eliminate discrimination against women and girls in the administration of justice by 

removing barriers to equal access to justice and reparation and building the capacities of 



A/HRC/WG.6/51/LCA/2 

GE.25-16932 3 

judges, prosecutors, law enforcement officers and lawyers on women’s rights and gender 

equality.14 

 3. Fundamental freedoms and the right to participate in public and political life 

15. UNESCO noted that defamation and libel were considered criminal offences under 

the Criminal Code of Saint Lucia and could lead to up to five years of imprisonment. It 

recommended that Saint Lucia decriminalize defamation and place it within civil defamation 

legislation that was in accordance with international standards.15 

 4. Right to marriage and family life 

16. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women requested Saint 

Lucia to provide information on measures taken to ensure that Saint Lucian women could 

transmit their nationality to their foreign spouses under the same conditions as Saint Lucian 

men.16 

17. The same Committee also asked Saint Lucia to indicate whether it had introduced the 

option of divorce by mutual consent and to provide information on measures taken to ensure 

women’s rights in de facto unions in relation to property.17 

 5. Prohibition of all forms of slavery, including trafficking in persons  

18. The same Committee requested Saint Lucia to provide information on measures taken 

to amend the trafficking provisions in the 2021 Counter-Trafficking (Amendment) Act to 

prescribe penalties for trafficking for purposes of sexual exploitation that were commensurate 

with the penalties prescribed for other serious crimes, such as rape.18 

19. The Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations 

of the International Labour Organization (ILO) welcomed the establishment of a national 

task force for the prevention of trafficking but noted the reported lack of human, material and 

financial resources for investigating cases of trafficking in persons and that potential cases 

of trafficking in persons had possibly not been identified. It requested Saint Lucia to 

strengthen its efforts to ensure that cases of trafficking in persons were identified and that 

investigations and prosecutions were carried out.19 The subregional team made a similar 

recommendation.20 

20. The subregional team noted ongoing concerns that children remained vulnerable to 

commercial sexual exploitation and forced labour, and that national legislation might lack 

explicit provisions prohibiting the use or procurement of children for the production of child 

sexual abuse material. It noted, moreover, that there was limited evidence of an established 

monitoring mechanism for investigating and addressing such abuses.21 

 6. Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work 

21. The ILO Committee of Experts noted with regret that the Labour Code (Amendment) 

Act, No. 6 of 2011, had not repealed laws and regulations establishing differential wage rates 

for men and women, nor had it revoked the Contracts of Service Act, which established 

different ages for men and women with respect to entitlement to severance pay. The 

Committee urged the Government to take measures without delay to ensure that all laws and 

regulations that contained differential wages for men and women were repealed.22 

22. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women requested Saint 

Lucia to provide information on measures taken to enforce the principle of equal pay for 

work of equal value to eliminate the gender pay gap and to promote the equal sharing of 

household and childcare responsibilities between women and men, including by ensuring 

adequate maternity benefits and paid parental leave.23 

23. The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) noted that youth unemployment was 

a serious issue and that it was much higher than the unemployment rate in the overall 

population.24 



A/HRC/WG.6/51/LCA/2 

4 GE.25-16932 

 7. Right to an adequate standard of living 

24. The Joint Sustainable Development Goals Fund indicated that poverty was a risk in 

the country and that those who lived in rural areas and households with larger families were 

more likely to be poor. Both poverty and vulnerability reflected gender disparities, and a high 

percentage of households within the lowest consumption per capita quintile were headed by 

women.25 

 8. Right to health 

25. The subregional team stated that Saint Lucia had made progress in promoting 

children’s health, including with the implementation of the Child and Adolescent Health 

Programme. However, significant challenges remained, including high rates of low birth 

weight, relatively high rates of infant mortality and rising rates of childhood obesity. In 

addition, there was a lack of educational programmes focused on basic child health and a 

shortage of developmental paediatricians to support children with developmental 

disabilities.26  

26. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women asked for 

information on measures taken to address the persistent discrimination against and 

stigmatization of women living with HIV/AIDS and to prevent mother-to-child transmission 

of HIV/AIDS.27 

27. The subregional team indicated that there had been no comprehensive study to assess 

the full scope of adolescent health issues and that adolescents aged 16 or 17 still faced barriers 

to accessing sexual and reproductive health services without parental consent.28 

28. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women requested Saint 

Lucia to provide information on measures taken to raise awareness about modern forms of 

contraception and ensure access to safe and affordable contraceptives for women and 

adolescent girls, in particular in rural and remote areas, and on the incidence of unsafe 

abortions and their impact on women’s health, including maternal mortality rates.29 

29. The subregional team recommended that Saint Lucia ensure the adoption of the sexual 

and reproductive health policy and provide adequate financial allocations and training to 

health workers to ensure the full implementation of the standards for quality healthcare 

services for adolescents; continue the comprehensive sexuality education roll-out; and 

implement the protocol on the clinical management of rape.30 

 9. Right to education 

30. UNESCO indicated that, according to UNESCO Institute for Statistics data, in 2023, 

government expenditure on education was 2.74 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP) 

and 11.80 per cent of total government expenditure, and recommended that Saint Lucia 

increase efforts to finance education, by allocating at least 4 to 6 per cent of GDP to education 

and/or at least 15 to 20 per cent of public expenditure to education, in accordance with 

international benchmarks.31 

31. UNICEF noted that the education system was perceived by many to be out of sync 

with requirements for the future world of work and that a significant number of students had 

been left behind in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic.32 

32. UNESCO stated that the Education Act of 1999, as amended 2005, provided for 

10 years of compulsory education, starting at the age of 5, and that, although this law 

provided for education with no tuition fees, that did not equate to free education.33 The 

subregional team noted challenges related to the limited availability of early childhood 

education and development programmes, in particular for children aged 5 or under.34 

33. UNESCO recommended that Saint Lucia guarantee in legislation at least 12 years of 

free primary and secondary education and introduce legislation to make pre-primary 

education compulsory and free for at least one year.35 

34. Regarding supported recommendations from the previous cycle of the universal 

periodic review, 36  UNESCO noted that Saint Lucia had developed the Special Needs 

Education Policy and Strategy of 2023, which was grounded in a human rights-based 
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approach that ensured equal participation and adequate support for all learners, and which 

included teacher training and the provision of learning accommodations.37 

35. The subregional team noted that Saint Lucia had made progress in increasing 

enrolment in secondary schools and reducing dropout rates. However, significant gaps 

remained. Access to education for children from low-income families, children with learning 

disabilities and those living in rural areas was still insufficient. There were persistent 

challenges related to high dropout rates among boys and a lack of support for teenage mothers 

returning to school. Strategies to reduce school dropout rates remained insufficient, in 

particular for vulnerable groups such as boys, children from low-income families and 

children in rural areas.38 

36. UNESCO indicated that, while a formal policy on reintegrating pregnant students had 

yet to be adopted, schools generally allowed continued attendance for pregnant girls, and the 

need to better support pregnant women, especially those from low-income backgrounds, and 

teenage mothers was identified in the National Social Protection Policy for 2022–2030.39 

37. The Subregional team recommended that Saint Lucia take appropriate measures to 

reduce the inequalities that existed in the education system, in order to address the challenges 

faced by children with special needs and disabilities; implement robust policies and 

programmes for inclusive education; develop a national policy aimed at retaining pregnant 

students in and reintegrating them into the formal school system and take measures to address 

the underlying causes of school dropout.40 

 10. Development, the environment, and business and human rights 

38. The Joint Sustainable Development Goals Fund stated that Saint Lucia faced high 

climate change impacts, with vulnerability and adaptation capacity varying widely 

throughout the country depending on a range of demographic, socioeconomic and spatial 

factors. It noted that, because of its location, Saint Lucia was very prone to natural and 

environmental risks. Hurricanes, storms, heavy rains, landslides and flooding had resulted in 

extensive damage.41 

39. The subregional team noted the action taken by Saint Lucia on climate change, 

including the ratification of the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public 

Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean 

(Escazú Agreement) in 2020.42 

40. The subregional team noted that there was limited evidence of strengthened social 

safety nets and social protection measures explicitly designed to mitigate the social, 

economic and environmental impacts of climate change on children and families, in 

particular those living in poverty.43 

41. The subregional team recommended that Saint Lucia develop comprehensive 

legislative frameworks for climate change adaptation and mitigation, ensure the meaningful 

participation of women, children, persons with disabilities and local communities in their 

design and implementation, and expand access to climate finance for vulnerable groups, 

including small-scale farmers and women-led households.44 

 B. Rights of specific persons or groups 

 1. Women 

42. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women requested Saint 

Lucia to indicate whether it had adopted a national action plan for women. It also asked about 

the measures taken to strengthen the Office for Gender Affairs, including by improving its 

authority and position in the hierarchy of the Ministry of Public Service, Home Affairs, 

Labour and Gender Affairs and ensuring that it had adequate human, technical and financial 

resources.45 

43. The subregional team stated that Saint Lucia had undertaken considerable efforts with 

respect to countering violence against women and highlighted the adoption of legislation 

such as the new Domestic Violence Act, No. 11 of 2022, and awareness-raising initiatives 



A/HRC/WG.6/51/LCA/2 

6 GE.25-16932 

such as a national campaign entitled “Know Your Rights”.46 The subregional team also 

highlighted initiatives to address sexual harassment and the publicity given to the prosecution 

of perpetrators of sexual violence in educational settings.47 

44. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women requested Saint 

Lucia to provide information on specific measures taken to address the high incidence of 

gender-based violence against women, including the adoption of legislation to explicitly 

criminalize marital rape, and on measures taken to enact comprehensive civil and penal 

legislation addressing the different forms of gender-based violence against women and girls 

and to specifically criminalize femicide. The Committee also asked Saint Lucia to indicate 

what legislative and other measures were in place to ensure that domestic violence was taken 

into consideration in judicial decisions on custody and visitation rights.48 

45. The subregional team recommended that Saint Lucia continue to invest in the public 

education efforts necessary to shift societal attitudes towards gender-based violence; improve 

collaboration among the health, social protection and justice sectors; and integrate 

gender-based violence training across all levels of staff within courts, law enforcement, the 

education sector and healthcare systems.49 

 2. Children 

46. The subregional team indicated that Saint Lucia had taken steps to develop draft bills 

addressing child-related issues. However, progress had been slow, and the majority of these 

draft bills had not yet been adopted or implemented. As a result, there were ongoing gaps in 

legal protection for children, in particular regarding equal rights for children born within and 

outside marriage and comprehensive safeguards in areas such as family contact, adoption and 

social protection.50 

47. UNESCO stated that the Civil Code of Saint Lucia set the age of majority at 18 years, 

allowing persons at that age to perform all civil acts, including contracting marriage. 

However, minors could marry with parental consent and judicial approval, with an absolute 

minimum legal age for marriage set at 16 years old.51 The subregional team indicated that it 

remained unclear whether any concrete steps had been taken to develop or implement legal 

measures to prevent child marriage or to align national laws with international standards in 

that regard.52 The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women requested 

Saint Lucia to provide information on measures taken to criminalize child and/or forced 

marriage.53 

48. UNESCO recommended that Saint Lucia amend legislation to ensure that the 

minimum age of marriage was 18 years without exception.54 The subregional team made a 

similar recommendation.55 

49. The subregional team noted that Saint Lucia had established a legal framework setting 

the minimum age of employment at 16 through the Labour Code of 2006, aligning it with the 

Education Act of 1999. However, significant challenges remained, and child labour persisted, 

particularly in the informal economy, where monitoring and enforcement were limited. The 

subregional team indicated that programmes aimed at preventing child labour and raising 

public awareness about its negative consequences required further expansion and resources.56 

50. The subregional team stated that Saint Lucia had undertaken important initiatives to 

address child sexual exploitation and abuse. However, it noted that reports indicated a high 

incidence of child sexual abuse, with concerning practices such as perpetrators paying parents 

to drop cases. There was no stipulated age of consent for boys, leaving them at increased risk 

of sexual exploitation. The revised Criminal Code of 2004 limited protection for children 

under 12, and there were insufficient data on laws, policies and resources dedicated to 

addressing sexual abuse. The subregional team also noted insufficient support for victims, 

limited data on the scope of abuse, and inadequate resources for comprehensive victim 

protection and rehabilitation.57 

51. The subregional team recommended that Saint Lucia employ further steps to combat 

child abuse and child labour.58 

52. The subregional team observed that, despite efforts, corporal punishment remained 

lawful under existing legislation and continued to be widely practised in families, schools 
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and institutions. The public still largely accepted corporal punishment as a disciplinary 

method, and comprehensive legislative reform to explicitly prohibit it had not yet been 

enacted.59 

53. UNESCO made similar observations and noted that, while section 51 of the Education 

Act empowered the Minister of Education to suspend or abolish corporal punishment in 

public and assisted schools and that such a suspension had been announced in 2019 through 

Statutory Instrument No. 44 of 2019, with plans for full abolition by 2020, there was no clear 

legal ban in private or denominational schools.60 

54. The subregional team recommended that Saint Lucia prohibit corporal punishment 

and strengthen public awareness campaigns about alternative measures of discipline. 61 

UNESCO recommended that Saint Lucia legally proscribe corporal punishment in all 

educational settings.62 

 3. Persons with disabilities 

55. The subregional team stated that persons with disabilities had reported several barriers 

that prevented the full realization of their human rights, namely, inadequate social protection, 

inadequate physical infrastructure, inadequate health facilities, limited access to various 

levels of education and limited access to employment. In addition, there was insufficient 

public awareness of the rights of children with disabilities.63 

56. The subregional team noted that, in April 2025, the Government had announced its 

intention to create a national disability policy and a disability unit within the Ministry of 

Home Affairs, Crime Prevention and Persons with Disabilities. One of the major goals of the 

disability unit would be to establish the disability registry.64 

57. The subregional team recommended that Saint Lucia enhance the national census to 

accurately capture the number and needs of persons with disabilities; continue public 

awareness campaigns and initiatives to promote inclusivity; develop targeted strategies to 

increase employment opportunities for persons with disabilities; and implement the national 

policy for persons with disabilities and operationalize the disability unit.65 

58. The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women requested Saint 

Lucia to report on how free and informed consent was ensured for women with disabilities 

prior to any medical treatment, on any existing exceptions to that universal right and on 

measures adopted to protect women with disabilities living in institutions from violence and 

abuse and to eliminate practices involving physical and mechanical restraints.66 

 4. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons 

59. In 2025, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) celebrated 

the groundbreaking decision of the High Court of Justice in Saint Lucia declaring 

sections 132 and 133 of the Criminal Code unconstitutional for criminalizing consensual 

sexual acts between adults in private. It stated that this decision upheld the rights of LGBTQ+ 

people to protection of the law, privacy, non-discrimination, freedom of expression, and 

equal protection under the law, as guaranteed by the Constitution. UNAIDS indicated that 

this move was a key stride towards zero discrimination.67 
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