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Introduction
1. During the 3rd UPR Cycle, St. Lucia supported two recommendations focused on promoting and

safeguarding the institution of the family and preserving family values.1 Based on these values, this report
examines the protection of motherhood and the right to life, the protection of education, protection against
discrimination and the protection of family well-being against violence.

Protection of Motherhood and the Right to Life
Background
2. According to the World Bank Group, the maternal mortality ratio in St. Lucia improved from 56 deaths per

100,000 live births in 2000 to 44 in 2023.2 The government stated that in 2024, maternal mortality rates were
at 42.3 per 100,000 live births.3 Neonatal mortality improved according to the World Health Organization
from 12.7 deaths per 1000 live births to 10 in 2023.4 Skilled birth attendance in the country remained around
100%.5

3. The fertility rate in St. Lucia is steadily decreasing, reflecting the trend of the demographic dividend. It has
dropped from 2 in 2002 to 1.4 in 2023.6 Population growth hit a record low in 2022, rising by just 0.1%, and
slightly increased to 0.3% in 2023.7 Adolescent pregnancy has increased, with local sources and UNFPA
recording 36 births per 1000 girls aged 15 to 19.8

National Policy and Legislation
4. The Constitution of St. Lucia states that no person shall be deprived of his or her life, as all persons have been

endowed equally by God with inalienable rights and dignity. The right to life may only be limited to ensure
the rights and freedoms of others and the public interest.

5. According to section 166 of the Criminal Code of St. Lucia, a pregnancy can only be terminated when the
continuance of a pregnancy involves a risk to the life of the pregnant women, the pregnancy is as a result of
rape or incest, or the termination of the pregnancy is necessary to prevent grave permanent injury to the
physical or mental health of the pregnant women. The deprivation of life is, in these cases, being declared as
reasonably justified. Abortions can only be administered at places certified for this purpose by the Minister of
Health.

6. During consultations with national stakeholders and health professionals, Undersigning Organizations noticed
that from September 2021, a Crisis Pregnancy Emergency Center in the country, which offered free
ultrasounds, quality care and support to help women avoid (self-induced) abortions, has been operating
limited services due to funding constraints. On June 1st, 2023, the Government established Maternal and
Child Health services where women can access laboratory tests and ultrasounds for free through 17 Primary
Wellness Centers.9

International Framework
7. Article 25 (2) of the UDHR outlines the need for special care and assistance for motherhood and childhood.

Additionally, the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), ratified by St. Lucia in 1993, affirms the inherent
right to life of every child and obligates state parties to ensure, to the maximum extent possible, the survival

1 Recommendation 104.47 by Haiti and 104.48 by Russian Federation, to Saint Lucia’s 3rd Cycle of review under the UPR at the 37th Session.
2 World Bank. St. Lucia – Gender Data Portal. World Bank Gender Data Portal. https://genderdata.worldbank.org/en/economies/st-lucia.
3 Government of Saint Lucia. Ministry of Health Observes World Health Day 2025. Access Government. https://www.govt.lc/news/ministry-of-health-observes-
world-health-day-2025.
4 World Health Organization. A4C49D3. WHO Global Health Observatory. https://data.who.int/indicators/i/E3CAF2B/A4C49D3?m49=662.
5 World Health Organization. Indicator Details: Births Attended by Skilled Health Personnel. Global Health Observatory, 2025.
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/indicators/indicator-details/GHO/births-attended-by-skilled-health-personnel-(-).
6 World Bank. Fertility Rate, Total (Births per Woman) – St. Lucia. World Bank Open Data. https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?locations=LC.
7 World Bank. Population Growth (Annual %) – St. Lucia. World Bank Open Data. https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.GROW?locations=LC.
8 United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA). Accelerating Progress Towards the Reduction of Adolescent Pregnancy: Towards a Comprehensive Approach –
Policy Brief. UNFPA Caribbean, n.d. https://caribbean.unfpa.org/en/publications/accelerating-progress-towards-reduction-adolescent-pregnancy-towards-
comprehensive; MBC Television Saint Lucia. “Concerns Rise Over Teen Pregnancy Rates Amid Economic Strain in Saint Lucia.” YouTube, January 9, 2025.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaXOfNMKBkU.
9 Ministry of Health, Wellness and Elderly Affairs. White Paper on Universal Health Coverage, July 22, 2024.
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099080724165027120/pdf/P1766621debc940421a5621d7371e88f280.pdf Davis, Kelly. “Maternal and Child
Health Services Launched.” iReportStLucia, June 1, 2023. https://ireportstlucia.com/?p=1309

https://genderdata.worldbank.org/en/economies/st-lucia
https://www.govt.lc/news/ministry-of-health-observes-world-health-day-2025
https://www.govt.lc/news/ministry-of-health-observes-world-health-day-2025
https://data.who.int/indicators/i/E3CAF2B/A4C49D3?m49=662
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/indicators/indicator-details/GHO/births-attended-by-skilled-health-personnel-(-)
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?locations=LC
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.GROW?locations=LC
https://caribbean.unfpa.org/en/publications/accelerating-progress-towards-reduction-adolescent-pregnancy-towards-comprehensive
https://caribbean.unfpa.org/en/publications/accelerating-progress-towards-reduction-adolescent-pregnancy-towards-comprehensive
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaXOfNMKBkU
https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099080724165027120/pdf/P1766621debc940421a5621d7371e88f280.pdf
https://ireportstlucia.com/?p=1309
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and development of the child.10 The CRC further recognizes the need to protect children before birth.11

8. The protection of pregnant mothers and their unborn child(ren) is also recognized during the 1994
International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD). Here, nations committed themselves to
promoting women’s health and safe motherhood, as this is interlinked with newborn health.12 The
Programme also stated that abortion should not be promoted as a method of family planning and that
governments should help women avoid abortion.13

9. The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action furthermore outlined the importance of motherhood in
relation to the well-being of children.14 The Platform for Action also reaffirmed that any measures or changes
related to abortion within the health system can only be determined at the national or local level.15

10. The link between the well-being of the mother and child is also recognized by Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) 3 and 5, which focus on healthy lives and women’s empowerment. Based on these SDGs and
their link with motherhood and the right to life, St. Lucia noted one recommendation calling for the
authorization of ‘unconditional abortion[s]’.16 Six recommendations regarding the promotion of sexual and
reproductive health policies and services, including preventing adolescent pregnancy, were adopted.17

Connection between National and International Frameworks
11. Since all legal changes related to abortion can only be determined at the national level, St. Lucia is sovereign

when it comes to the legislatory framework related to abortion. During online meetings and on-the-ground
consultations, organized by the Undersigning Organizations between the 26th of May and the 14th of July
2025 with national stakeholders and healthcare professionals, several gaps in St. Lucia’s approach to abortion
were identified. First, it was identified that the country still lacks strong mechanisms to assist and support
women who have been raped in avoiding abortion. Consultation services are not fully accessible for women,
especially for young women considering (self-induced) abortion. Secondly, it was noticed that for women with
non-communicable diseases, avoiding abortion within the St. Lucian healthcare system is difficult, as women
often feel pressured to have an abortion based on their condition. Finally, it was noted that the Medical and
Dental Council of St. Lucia fails to address the highly prevalent unlawful abortions by medical practitioners
within the country. Since no safety protocols or regulations are in place, stronger enforcement and
consultation services are needed to protect the health and life of the mother and unborn child.

12. The Undersigning Organizations also noticed that the adolescent pregnancy rate in the country was not
reduced by adopting or endorsing a national sexual and reproductive health policy, based on the supported
recommendations of the 3rd cycle. Despite 76% of women indicating that their contraceptive needs are
addressed by modern contraceptives,18 the number of adolescent pregnancies did not decline. This
demonstrates that access to contraceptives and improved sexual and reproductive health services are not
able to address the root causes of adolescent pregnancies.

13. Data analysts in St. Lucia link the high rate of adolescent pregnancy primarily to poverty. Lack of education
and job opportunities were especially pointed out as key reasons for adolescent pregnancy. Social division,
migration and crime were documented as main consequences of adolescent pregnancy, as government
programs must focus more on the economic challenges faced by girls and support pregnant women.19

Although poverty and adolescent pregnancy cannot be seen as a causal relation, it is a main characteristic
that correlates with the phenomenon in the Caribbean.20 Controversial sexual and reproductive health policies
and services that do not protect the inherent right to life and safety of motherhood are therefore insufficient

10 United Nations. Convention on the Rights of the Child, Articles 6 and 24, 1989.
11 United Nations. Convention on the Rights of the Child, Preamble, 1989.
12 United Nations Population Fund. Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development, Paragraphs 87–88, 185, 1994.
13 United Nations Population Fund. Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development, Actions 7.24 and 8.25, 1994.
14 United Nations. Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, Mission Statement 29, 1995.
15 United Nations. Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, Action 106(k), 1995.
16 Recommendation 104.130 by France, to Saint Lucia’s 3rd Cycle of review under the UPR at the 37th Session..
17 Recommendation 104.119 by Mexico, 104.121 by Panama, 104.123 by Malaysia, 104.124 by Peru, 104.128 by Bahamas and 104.129 by Fiji, to Saint Lucia’s
3rd Cycle of review under the UPR at the 37th Session.
18 Global Contraception Atlas. Global Contraception Atlas, n.d. https://contraception.srhrpolicyhub.org/country/?region=lac&country=st-lucia.
19 MBC Television Saint Lucia. “Concerns Rise Over Teen Pregnancy Rates Amid Economic Strain in Saint Lucia.” YouTube, January 9, 2025.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaXOfNMKBkU.
20 Azevedo, Joao Pedro, Marta Favara, and Sarah E. Haddock. Teenage Pregnancy and Opportunities in Latin America and the Caribbean: On Early Child
Bearing, Poverty and Economic Achievement. United States: International Bank for Reconstruction and Development / The World Bank, 2010.
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/03651aab-5194-5668-9378-35fd8507519d/content.

https://contraception.srhrpolicyhub.org/country/?region=lac&country=st-lucia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WaXOfNMKBkU
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/03651aab-5194-5668-9378-35fd8507519d/content
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to address the root problem of adolescent pregnancy.

14. Research suggests that preventing adolescent pregnancy in the context of poverty includes promoting
academic achievement for all children and empowering children and their families, including those of lower
socioeconomic backgrounds.21 Scholars also pointed out that policies relating to compulsory education have
the strongest correlation with adolescent pregnancy prevention, with life-skills programs having a potential
positive impact on adolescents; evidence on the effect of expanded family planning services on adolescent
pregnancy is inconclusive to absent.22

Recommendations
15. Based on these observations, the Undersigning Organizations recommend St. Lucia to:

1. Implement policies aimed at protecting the right to life and motherhood in all circumstances and
conditions.

2. Prevent adolescent pregnancies by promoting life-skills educational programs within families and
schools.

3. Take measures to reduce recourse to abortion through establishing and supporting pregnancy centers.

4. Consider joining the Geneva Consensus Declaration on Promoting Women’s Health and Strengthening
the Family.

Protection of Education
Background
16. As examined, education is interlinked with addressing adolescent pregnancy. According to the World Bank

Group around 32,000 inhabitants of St. Lucia in 2023 were under the age of 14, and 12,500 inhabitants were
between the ages of 15 and 19.23 The Education Policy and Data Center projected that primary education
completion rates in 2025 increased by 1% compared with 2024 for both boys and girls, reaching 100% for
boys and 95% for girls. Lower secondary education is projected to become 94% for boys and 89% for girls in
2025.24

17. Due to this high degree of education completion rates, most recommendations focused on improving the
quality of educational programs for sexuality education. During the 3rd UPR Cycle, St. Lucia noted three
recommendations focusing on strengthening compliance between the national health policy and the
international technical guidance on sexuality education.25 Two recommendations regarding revising the
framework of the Life-skills Health and Family Life Education (HFLE) Programme in line with United Nations
Technical Guidelines on education were supported.26

International Framework
18. Article 26 of the UDHR states that parents have the prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be

given to their children. Education must also be directed to the full development of personality and the respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms. Tolerance, understanding, and friendship need to be promoted
among all nations.

19. SDG 4 outlines the commitment to inclusive and equitable quality education. SDG Indicator 4.7.2 states that
schools need to provide skills-based HIV and sexuality education. In 2018, UNESCO published the

21 Young, Tamera, et al. “Examining External and Internal Poverty as Antecedents of Teen Pregnancy.” American Journal of Health Behavior 28, no. 4 (July 1,
2004): 361–73. https://doi.org/10.5993/ajhb.28.4.8.
22 Rodríguez Ribas, Clara. “Adolescent Pregnancy, Public Policies, and Targeted Programs in Latin America and the Caribbean: A Systematic Review.” Revista
Panamericana de Salud Pública 45 (December 16, 2021): 1. https://doi.org/10.26633/rpsp.2021.144.
23 World Bank. Population Ages 0–14, Male (% of Male Population) – St. Lucia, World Bank Open Data.
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.0014.MA.IN?locations=LC; World Bank. Population Ages 0–14, Female (% of Female Population) – St. Lucia, World
Bank Open Data. https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.0014.FE.IN?locations=LC
24 Education Policy and Data Center (EPDC). St. Lucia Trends in Education Indicators. https://www.epdc.org/sites/default/files/documents/Stlucia_trends.pdf.
25 Recommendation 104.120 by Netherlands, 104.126 by Denmark and 104.127 by Fiji, to Saint Lucia’s 3rd Cycle of review under the UPR at the 37th Session.
26 Recommendation 104.122 by Iceland, 104.125 by Australia, to Saint Lucia’s 3rd Cycle of review under the UPR at the 37th Session.

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.0014.MA.IN?locations=LC
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.0014.FE.IN?locations=LC
https://www.epdc.org/sites/default/files/documents/Stlucia_trends.pdf
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International Technical Guidance on Sexuality Education.27 In this Guidance, a curriculum-based approach is
described for sexuality education, also known as Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) or comprehensive
sexual and reproductive health education. UNESCO recommends that governments implement this guidance
into national education frameworks to promote inclusive and quality sexuality education.28 The World Health
Organization also recommends the CSE guideline to reduce adolescent pregnancies, although it also
recognizes other forms of quality education.29

20. The CSE guideline is not being referenced in any legally binding document; therefore, its implementation
relies entirely on the sovereign will of individual states. As a result, effective alternatives to CSE that align with
a country's religious values, cultural context and parental consent, such as abstinence-focused sexuality
education, can also fulfill the requirements of SDG indicator 4.7.2.30 This is particularly relevant given the
ongoing debate about the effectiveness of CSE, including its effectiveness in terms of reducing adolescent
pregnancies.31

National policy
21. St. Lucia’s educational system emphasizes school choice, enabling parents to manifest the right to choose

which kind of education they find suitable for their child.32 In all schools, particular emphasis is given to
spiritual wellbeing, by prescribing the opening of schooldays with collective worship and making religious
education mandatory for the curriculum of every school.33

22. State-led sexuality education in St. Lucia is supported by the HFLE Programme. This Programme was
endorsed by the CARICOM Standing Committee of Ministers of Health and Education in 1996 and gives
recommendations to Member States on how to implement health and education, including sexuality
education. The implementation of this framework in St. Lucia emphasizes abstinence-focused sexuality
education for youth. 34 This aligns with the 2022 revised framework of HFLE, which offers a balanced approach
to sexuality education in setting out guiding principles and objectives.35

Connection between National and International Frameworks
23. According to the 2021 Spotlight Initiative, St. Lucia is behind in its implementation of the full HFLE standards

when it comes to integrating CSE.36 UNFPA further recommended the need to integrate CSE in the HFLE
programs, taking into consideration the perspectives of parents and, when relevant, religious leaders.37

24. Given the fact that CSE is not being mentioned in any binding commitment and that St. Lucia considers the
non-binding framework of HFLE in sexuality education, there is no legal obligation of St. Lucia to fully
implement the CSE guideline in the school system. Effective alternatives that align with the constitutional
principles, religious values, parental rights and democratic processes can therefore be further implemented as

27 World Health Organization and UNESCO. International Technical Guidance on Sexuality Education. WHO Reproductive Health and Research.
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/reproductive-health/sexual-health/international-technical-guidance-on-sexuality-education.pdf.
28 UNESCO. International Technical Guidance on Sexuality Education: An Evidence-Informed Approach, 2018.
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000377963.
29 World Health Organization and Green Ink Publishing Services Ltd. WHO Guideline on Preventing Early Pregnancy and Poor Reproductive Outcomes Among
Adolescents in Low- and Middle-Income Countries. 2025. https://doi.org/10.2471/B09322.
30 For example : Rector, Robert. “The Effectiveness of Abstinence Education Programs in Reducing Sexual Activity Among Youth.” The Heritage Foundation.
https://www.heritage.org/education/report/the-effectiveness-abstinence-education-programs-reducing-sexual-activity-among.
31 Lack of Evidence of CSE Effectiveness in Schools: Research Reviews. ComprehensiveSexualityEducation.org.
https://www.comprehensivesexualityeducation.org/wp-content/uploads/7_Research_Reviews-Lack_of_Evidence_of_CSE_Effectiveness_in_Schools-7-30-24C.pdf;
Re-Examining the Evidence for Comprehensive Sexuality Education (CSE) in Non-U.S. Settings. ComprehensiveSexualityEducation.org.
https://www.comprehensivesexualityeducation.org/wp-content/uploads/Re-Examining_the_Evidence_for_CSE_in_Non-US_Settings5-31-18.pdf.
32 Education Act, Cap. 18.01, Articles 21 and 81. https://education.gov.lc/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Education-Act-Cap.18.01.pdf and
https://attorneygeneralchambers.com/laws-of-saint-lucia/education-act.
33 Education Act, Cap. 18.01, Article 147. https://education.gov.lc/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Education-Act-Cap.18.01.pdf and
https://attorneygeneralchambers.com/laws-of-saint-lucia/education-act.
34 For example: Curriculum and Materials Development Unit (CAMDU). HFLE Teacher Guide – Kindergarten. Government of Saint Lucia.
https://camdu.edu.lc/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/HFLE-Teacher-Guide-K.pdf; Curriculum and Materials Development Unit (CAMDU). HFLE Teacher Guide –
Secondary. Government of Saint Lucia. https://camdu.edu.lc/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/HFLE-Teacher-Guide-Secondary.pdf.
35 CARICOM and UNICEF. Health and Family Life Education (HFLE) Regional Curriculum Framework, May 2022.https://caricom.org/wp-
content/uploads/HFLEbook_v6_20220506_FINAL_digitalcopy-1.pdf.
36 Spotlight Initiative. Spotlight Newsletter, Issue 3. https://spotlightinitiative.org/sites/default/files/publication/Spotlight_Newsletter_Issue_3_Final.pdf.
37 UNFPA Caribbean. CSE Guidelines and Tools for Monitoring and Evaluation for Caribbean Countries, 2021.
https://caribbean.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-
pdf/2024-12/MANUAL%202021%20CSE%20Guidelines%20and%20Tools%20for%20Monitoring%20and%20Evaluation%20for%20Caribbean%20Countries.pdf;
UNFPA Caribbean. Formative Assessment of Comprehensive Sexuality Education within the Health and Family Life Education (HFLE) Framework.
https://caribbean.unfpa.org/en/publications/formative-assessment-comprehensive-sexuality-education-within-health-and-family-life.

https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/reproductive-health/sexual-health/international-technical-guidance-on-sexuality-education.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000377963
https://doi.org/10.2471/B09322
https://www.heritage.org/education/report/the-effectiveness-abstinence-education-programs-reducing-sexual-activity-among
https://www.comprehensivesexualityeducation.org/wp-content/uploads/7_Research_Reviews-Lack_of_Evidence_of_CSE_Effectiveness_in_Schools-7-30-24C.pdf
https://www.comprehensivesexualityeducation.org/wp-content/uploads/Re-Examining_the_Evidence_for_CSE_in_Non-US_Settings5-31-18.pdf
https://education.gov.lc/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Education-Act-Cap.18.01.pdf
https://attorneygeneralchambers.com/laws-of-saint-lucia/education-act
https://education.gov.lc/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Education-Act-Cap.18.01.pdf
https://attorneygeneralchambers.com/laws-of-saint-lucia/education-act
https://camdu.edu.lc/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/HFLE-Teacher-Guide-K.pdf
https://camdu.edu.lc/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/HFLE-Teacher-Guide-Secondary.pdf
https://caricom.org/wp-content/uploads/HFLEbook_v6_20220506_FINAL_digitalcopy-1.pdf
https://caricom.org/wp-content/uploads/HFLEbook_v6_20220506_FINAL_digitalcopy-1.pdf
https://spotlightinitiative.org/sites/default/files/publication/Spotlight_Newsletter_Issue_3_Final.pdf
https://caribbean.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/2024-12/MANUAL%202021%20CSE%20Guidelines%20and%20Tools%20for%20Monitoring%20and%20Evaluation%20for%20Caribbean%20Countries.pdf
https://caribbean.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/2024-12/MANUAL%202021%20CSE%20Guidelines%20and%20Tools%20for%20Monitoring%20and%20Evaluation%20for%20Caribbean%20Countries.pdf
https://caribbean.unfpa.org/en/publications/formative-assessment-comprehensive-sexuality-education-within-health-and-family-life
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well to address adolescent pregnancy and the need for quality-based sexuality education.

25. The Undersigning Organizations also noticed that adolescent pregnancies rose in the country despite St.
Lucia’s support for two recommendations for integrating parts of the CSE Guideline into the HFLE
Programme. This indicates part of the ineffectiveness of the CSE Guideline in addressing the root problems of
adolescent pregnancy. Abstinence-focused sexuality education has been proven to increase teen abstinence,
while CSE programs have a lower chance of reducing adolescent pregnancy due to the higher exposure to
sexual activity with contraceptives from a young age.38

Recommendations
26. Based on these observations, the Undersigning Organizations recommend St. Lucia to:

1. Protect parental rights in educational settings by enhancing parental participation within school
programs.

2. Strengthen and maintain abstinence-focused sexuality education within the Health and Family Life
Education.

Protection against discrimination
Background
27. Connected with the issue of sexuality education and religious values is the status of discrimination against

sexual orientation and gender identity in the country. When combining the received recommendations of the
second and third UPR cycle, 7,7% of all recommendations were focused on combating discrimination against
sexual orientation and gender identity under SDG 10. Out of these recommendations, St. Lucia supported 1
recommendation focusing on ensuring healthcare for all, including LGBTI persons.39 Recommendations
concerning repealing laws outlawing consensual same-sex conduct were noted.40

International Legal Framework
28. Article 1 of UDHR states that ‘all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.’ The rights of the

UDHR therefore apply equally to all individuals without distinction of any kind. Individuals who identify as
lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender are therefore equally entitled to be protected from violence and
discrimination as other individuals. They are, however, not entitled to special protections based on their
sexual orientation or subjective gender identity.

29. The CARICOM Protocol on Contingent Rights, part of the CARICOM Single Market and Economy Treaty,
outlines in its definition of ‘spouse’ the marital union between a man and a woman.41 This indicates that
marriage in the Caribbean is being defined as a union between one man and one woman.

30. In international law, there is an obligation of countries to protect all individuals against discrimination. This
obligation does not entail the expansion of non-discrimination categories to sexual orientation or gender
identity or allowing same-sex relationships. Although the frequency of calling for this obligation increased, no
legally binding obligation for St. Lucia to accept same-sex marriages or allow same-sex relationships exists.

National Policy and Legislation
31. On March 8th, 2022, St. Lucia passed the Domestic Violence Act. This act explicitly states that victims of

domestic violence should not be treated in a discriminatory manner based on their sexual orientation or
gender identity. Article 131 (1a) of the Labour Act 131, which was passed in 2006, prohibits dismissals based
on sexual orientation. The exact definition of sexual orientation or gender identity is not mentioned in the
law, nor in the constitution of St. Lucia.

38 Weed, Stan E., Irene H. Ericksen, and The Institute for Research & Evaluation. “Re-Examining the Evidence for Comprehensive Sex Education in Schools: A
Global Research Review.” Report, 2019. https://www.comprehensivesexualityeducation.org/wp-content/uploads/GlobalCSEReport061120.pdf.
39 Recommendation 104.115 by Iceland, to Saint Lucia’s 3rd Cycle of review under the UPR at the 37th Session.
40 Recommendation 104.59 by Spain, 104.60 by Uruguay, 104.61 by Portugal, 104.62 by Mexico, 104.63 by Iceland, 104.64 by Ireland, 104.65 by Denmark,
104.66 by United States of America, 104.67 by Canada, 104.68 by Italy, 104.69 by France and 104.70 by Australia, to Saint Lucia’s 3rd Cycle of review under the
UPR at the 37th Session.
41 Caribbean Community (CARICOM). Protocol on Contingent Rights. https://caricom.org/wp-content/uploads/Protocol-on-Contingent-Rights.pdf.

https://www.comprehensivesexualityeducation.org/wp-content/uploads/GlobalCSEReport061120.pdf
https://caricom.org/wp-content/uploads/Protocol-on-Contingent-Rights.pdf
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32. The position of St. Lucia regarding protecting individuals against discrimination based on their sexual
orientation or gender identity indicates the willingness of the country to ensure that all individuals live free
from discrimination. This position, however, does not necessarily indicate or give St. Lucia an obligation to
legalize same-sex relationships, same-sex conduct, or same sex marriages under national or international law.

Recommendations:
33. Based on these observations, the Undersigning Organizations recommend St. Lucia to:

1. Continue efforts to eliminate discrimination while upholding family values.

Protection of family well-being against violence
Background
34. In terms of protecting individuals from violence, St. Lucia experienced a troubling rise in homicides over the

last four years. From its first peak of 74 homicides in 2021, to 77 in 2024. The United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime reported that in 2021, St. Lucia had the 3rd highest homicide rate per 100,000 inhabitants in the
world.42 Insight Crime put the country in 6th place in 2024, when compared with other Latin American
countries.43 On the 26th of May 2025, a local news agency reported a total of 29 homicides in 2025.44

35. To respond to these developments, the Ministry of Equity, Social Justice and Empowerment launched on the
9th of March 2024 an island-wide positive parenting campaign to combat crime and strengthen family
support systems.45 On the 29th of April 2025, the St. Lucia Employers Federation launched a Citizen Safety and
Security Committee to strengthen the partnerships between employers, law enforcement, and emergency
services.46

Relation between Homicides and Family Well-being
36. SDG 16 emphasizes the creation of peaceful, inclusive societies by reducing violence, including homicides, for

promoting sustainable development. Complementing this, SDG 3 highlights the importance of strong health
policies that ensure the well-being of every individual throughout their life. Similarly, Article 3 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) affirms that everyone has the right to life, liberty, and security.
Additionally, Article 6 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child asserts that every child has an inherent
right to life and obligates the state to ensure their survival and development.

37. The World Health Organization (WHO) has emphasized that homicides have a profoundly negative impact on
the health and lives of surviving family members, particularly children.47 A Brazilian study further highlighted
that families of homicide victims exhibit increased consumption of alcohol, tobacco, and drugs, which
contributes to heightened household tension.48 In addition to emotional distress, these families often face
financial, social, and economic hardships that can destabilize the family structure. 49 Children and adolescents
are especially vulnerable, frequently experiencing disruptions in their social relationships and academic
performance as a result of the traumatic loss.50 Family well-being, interlinked with sustainable development, is
therefore severely impacted by the increased homicide rate in the country.

National Policies and Situation

42 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. Global Study on Homicide 2023: Latin America and the Caribbean, 2023.
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/gsh/2023/GSH_2023_LAC_web.pdf.
43 InSight Crime. “InSight Crime 2024 Homicide Round-Up.” Last modified January 19, 2025. https://insightcrime.org/news/insight-crime-2024-homicide-
round-up/#h-saint-lucia-2-6.
44 Unitedpac Saint Lucia. “Mathurin’s Death Marks Saint Lucia’s 29th Homicide of 2025, Underscoring a Troubling Trend of Violent Crime That Has Plagued
Several Communities Across the Island.” Facebook, May 26, 2025.https://www.facebook.com/unitedpacsaintlucia/posts/mathurins-death-marks-saint-
lucias-29th-homicide-of-2025-underscoring-a-troublin/741848788168221/.
45 St. Lucia Times. “WATCH: Parenting Campaign Launched to Combat Crime.” March 9, 2024. https://stluciatimes.com/162141/2024/03/watch-parenting-
campaign-launched-to-combat-crime/.
46 Government of Saint Lucia. “Saint Lucia Employers Federation Launches Safety Committee.” Access Government. https://www.govt.lc/news/saint-lucia-
employers-federation-launches-safety-committee.
47 World Health Organization. Violence Info: Homicide. https://apps.who.int/violence-info/homicide/.
48 Vieira, L. J. E. S., Arcoverde, M. L. V., Araújo, M. A. L., Ferreira, R. C., Fialho, A. V. M., and Pordeus, A. M. J. “Impacto da Violência na Saúde de Familiares em
Fortaleza, Ceará.” Ciência & Saúde Coletiva 14, no. 5 (2009): 1773–1779. https://doi.org/10.1590/S1413-81232009000500023.
49 Bussinger, R., and Novo, H. “Trajetória de Vítimas de Violência: Dor e Solidariedade entre Mães de uma Associação do Espírito Santo.” Revista Psicologia
Política 8, no. 15 (2008): 107–120
50 Costa, D. H. da, Njaine, K., and Schenker, M. “Repercussões do Homicídio em Famílias das Vítimas: Uma Revisão da Literatura.” Ciência & Saúde Coletiva 22,
no. 9 (2017): 3087–3097. https://doi.org/10.1590/1413-81232017229.13062017.

https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/gsh/2023/GSH_2023_LAC_web.pdf
https://insightcrime.org/news/insight-crime-2024-homicide-round-up/#h-saint-lucia-2-6
https://insightcrime.org/news/insight-crime-2024-homicide-round-up/#h-saint-lucia-2-6
https://www.facebook.com/unitedpacsaintlucia/posts/mathurins-death-marks-saint-lucias-29th-homicide-of-2025-underscoring-a-troublin/741848788168221/
https://www.facebook.com/unitedpacsaintlucia/posts/mathurins-death-marks-saint-lucias-29th-homicide-of-2025-underscoring-a-troublin/741848788168221/
https://stluciatimes.com/162141/2024/03/watch-parenting-campaign-launched-to-combat-crime/
https://stluciatimes.com/162141/2024/03/watch-parenting-campaign-launched-to-combat-crime/
https://www.govt.lc/news/saint-lucia-employers-federation-launches-safety-committee
https://www.govt.lc/news/saint-lucia-employers-federation-launches-safety-committee
https://apps.who.int/violence-info/homicide/
https://doi.org/10.1590/S1413-81232009000500023
https://doi.org/10.1590/1413-81232017229.13062017
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38. The increase in homicides within St. Lucia can be traced directly to the rise in drug distribution, economic
fallout caused by the Covid-19 pandemic and competition among gangs in St. Lucia.51 The former minister of
Labour Relations, Public Services, and Co-operatives traced the reason why crime is surging and government
measures largely fail to address the root causes back to the detoriation of the institution of the family in St.
Lucia, resulting in amorality.52 Research indicates that delinquency levels are the lowest among adolescents
residing with two biological, married parents. These environments provide the best parent involvement,
supervision, monitoring and closeness to the child, inhibiting adolescent delinquency.53

39. Next to these causes, national stakeholders also pointed out to the Undersigning Organizations the lack of
psychological and medical care for crime victims. Although councils exist to support victims, the underlying
aspects of mental health remain largely unaddressed. These considerations of national stakeholders align with
the report of the World Justice Project in 2022, which found that only 36% of crime victims in St. Lucia
indicated they received effective and timely medical and psychological care. The lowest care and protection
rate, 27%, was indicated for victims of sexual crimes.54

40. Stakeholders were also concerned by the lack of adequate rehabilitation projects within the country. In 2023,
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) Youth Resilience, Inclusion and Empowerment (Y-RIE)
program collaborated with the Ministry of Equity, Social Justice and Empowerment to launch a Community
ReEntry Program (C-REP) in the country. This pilot program focused on reducing the likelihood of reoffending
and providing participants with psychosocial support, career counseling and other resources to re-enter their
communities.55 Due to policy changes in the US, C-REP remains on hold in St. Lucia.56 Stakeholders expressed
their concerns that, because of these developments root causes of reoffending, including in gang settings,
remain unaddressed.

Recommendations:
41. Based on these observations, the Undersigning Organizations recommend St. Lucia to:

1. Protect the well-being of the family by promoting and safeguarding the institution of the family and
preserving family values.

2. Enhance medical, psychological and financial support for the families of victims of homicides and
violence.

3. Enhance and sustain evidence-based rehabilitation projects within the country.

51 Criminality in St. Lucia – The Organized Crime Index. Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime, 2023. https://ocindex.net/country/st_lucia.
52 John, Velon. “Crime and the Family.” The Voice St. Lucia News, April 19, 2023.https://thevoiceslu.com/2023/04/crime-and-the-family-2/.
53 For example: Demuth, Stephen, and Susan L. Brown. “Family Structure, Family Processes, and Adolescent Delinquency: The Significance of Parental Absence
Versus Parental Gender.” Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency 41, no. 1 (February 1, 2004): 58–81. https://doi.org/10.1177/0022427803256236.
54 World Justice Project. The Rule of Law in St. Lucia. Archived October 16, 2024.
https://web.archive.org/web/20241016002911/https://worldjusticeproject.org/our-work/research-and-data/rule-of-law/st-lucia-2022.
55 Government of Saint Lucia. “USAID and the SSDF Launch the Community ReEntry Program.” Access Government, n.d. https://www.govt.lc/news/usaid-and-
the-ssdf-launch-the-community-reentry-program.
56 St. Lucia Times. “Saint Lucia Establishes Task Forces to Monitor US Policy Changes.” February 4, 2025. https://stluciatimes.com/168544/2025/02/saint-lucia-
establishes-task-forces-to-monitor-us-policy-changes/.
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