
Universal Periodic Review

(51st Session)

Contribution of UNESCO to Compilation of UN information

Saint Lucia

I. RATIFICATION OF UNESCO CONVENTIONS

Title Date of
ratification,
accession,

acceptance,
approval or
succession

Declarations
/reservations

Recognition
of specific

competences
of treaty
bodies

Reference to
the rights

within
UNESCO’s

fields of
competence

Convention
concerning the
Protection of the
World Cultural and
Natural Heritage
(1972)

Ratification on 10
October 1991

Right to take
part in cultural
life

Convention for the
Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural
Heritage (2003)

Ratification on 1
February 2007

Right to take
part in cultural
life

Convention on the
Protection and
Promotion of the
Diversity of Cultural
Expressions (2005)

Ratification on 1
February 2007

Right to take
part in cultural
life

Convention against
Discrimination in
Education 1960

Not ratified Reservation to
this Convention
shall not be
permitted

Right to
education

II. REVIEW OF LEGISLATIVE, REGULATORY AND POLICY FRAMEWORKS AND
IMPLEMENTATION

A. RIGHT TO EDUCATION

Discrimination in education (UNESCO consultations)

1. Saint Lucia did not submit a report to the 10th and 11th consultations on the
implementation of the Convention and Recommendation against Discrimination
in Education.



Constitution and main education law(s)

2. The Constitution of Saint Lucia (1978), as amended 2006, does not explicitly
guarantee the right to education. However, it affirms the principle of equality
before the law and prohibits discrimination on the grounds of “race, political
opinion, colour, creed or sex” (article 13).

3. The Education Act (1999), as amended 2005, does not explicitly guarantee the
right to education as it only enshrines the right for all to receive education (article
14), but it contains a principle of non-discrimination (article 29). The same law
provides for 10 years of compulsory education, starting at the age of 5 (article 27).
Although this law provides for education with no tuition fees, this does not equal
free education (article 16). No legal provisions explicitly guaranteeing free and
compulsory pre-primary education have been identified.

Legal age of marriage

4. The Civil Code of Saint Lucia sets the majority at the age of 18 years, allowing
persons at that age to perform all civil acts including contracting marriage (article
284). However, minors can marry with parental consent and judicial approval,
with an absolute minimum legal age for set at 16 years old (articles 81 and 85).
According to the Joint CEDAW-CRC General Recommendation/Comment, child
marriage, also referred to as early marriage, is any marriage where at least one of
the parties is under 18 years of age.

Corporal punishment

5. The Education Act (1999), as amended in 2005, authorizes the use of corporal
punishment within school institutions (article 50.2). While Section 51 empowers
the Minister of Education to suspend or abolish corporal punishment in public and
assisted schools – and such a suspension was announced in 2019 in the Statutory
Instrument 44/2019, with plans for full abolition by 2020 – there is no clear legal
ban in private or denominational schools.

Enrolment rates

6. Most recent UIS available data for the gross enrolment rates is as follows:
Pre-primary education
(net) (2023)

Primary education
(gross) (2023)

Secondary education (gross)
(2023)

Tertiary education
(gross) (2023)

Girls 69.89% 101.29% 90.53% 20.59%
Boys 64.80% 101.45% 86.93% 9.73%
Total 67.31% 101.37% 88.68% 15.04%

Investment in education

7. According to UIS data, in 2023, the government expenditure on education as a
percentage of GDP was 2.74%, and 11.80% of the total government expenditure.

Inclusive education

https://www.govt.lc/constitution
https://www.education.gov.lc/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Education-Act-Cap.18.01.pdf
https://attorneygeneralchambers.com/laws-of-saint-lucia/civil-code-of-saint-lucia
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/general-comments-and-recommendations/joint-general-recommendation-no-31-committee
https://www.education.gov.lc/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Education-Act-Cap.18.01.pdf
https://attorneygeneralchambers.com/laws-of-saint-lucia/education-act/schedule-4?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://attorneygeneralchambers.com/laws-of-saint-lucia/education-act/schedule-4?utm_source=chatgpt.com


8. During the last cycle, Saint Lucia was recommended to reinforce inclusive
practices in the education system (104.131 and 104.132). To advance inclusive
education, Saint Lucia developed the Special Needs Education Policy and
Strategy (2023), grounded in a human rights-based approach that ensures equal
participation and adequate support for all learners, including teacher training and
the provision of learning accommodations.

Quality education

9. During the last cycle, Saint Lucia was recommended to actively advance quality
education (104.135). Saint Lucia prioritized the finalization of its School Feeding
Policy (2020–2024) in line with the Food and Nutrition Security Policy and
Action Plan (2014–2024), supported by FAO and CARICOM-Mexico. By 2023,
the policy was approved, and complementary measures included the introduction
of mandatory nutrition guidelines for school meals in 2022 by the Ministry of
Health, and ongoing advocacy to reinstate restrictions on the sale of soft drinks in
school environments.

Gender equality:

10. During the last cycle, Saint Lucia was recommended to ensure gender equality in
education (104.133, 104.134 and 104.136). In that regard, Saint Lucia took
measures on gender equality through institutional gender equality policies and
STEM scholarships for women, as reported in its Beijing+25 Report. While a
formal policy on reintegrating pregnant students remains outstanding, schools
generally allow continued attendance for girls, and the National Social Protection
Policy (2022–2030) identifies the need to better support pregnant women
(especially from low-income backgrounds) and teenage mothers.

Persons with disabilities

11. During the last cycle, Saint Lucia was recommended to ensure access,
participation, and learning for all learners, regardless of ability (104.132). To
reduce inequalities for children with disabilities, Saint Lucia launched a Special
Education Needs (SEN) Survey in 2022 under the Organisation of Eastern
Caribbean States Program for Educational Advancement and Relevant Learning
(OECS PEARL) initiative, with the aim of identifying gaps in service provision
and informing targeted reforms. The country operates five special education
centres and ensures that most public schools are supported by SEN-trained staff.
In 2023, the Ministry of Education introduced the Special Needs Education Policy
and Strategy, a comprehensive framework grounded in a rights-based, non-
discriminatory approach to inclusion. The policy outlines legislative proposals to
define “inclusive education” and “special educational needs and disabilities
(SEND)” in law, mandate school-level accommodations, and formalize a multi-
disciplinary approach to identifying and addressing learner needs. Additionally,
the National Social Protection Policy (2022–2030) recognizes children with
disabilities as a priority group and commits to removing structural barriers to
education and other social services.

B. RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF OPINION AND EXPRESSION AND
RIGHT TO INFORMATION

https://www.education.gov.lc/download/200/policies/4171/st-lucia_sen_policy_strategy_2023r15-11-23.pdf
https://www.education.gov.lc/download/200/policies/4171/st-lucia_sen_policy_strategy_2023r15-11-23.pdf
https://www.fao.org/platforms/school-food/around-the-world/latin-america-and-the-caribbean/saint-lucia2/school-feeding-program-chef-training-ends/en
https://www.fao.org/platforms/school-food/around-the-world/latin-america-and-the-caribbean/saint-lucia2/school-feeding-program-chef-training-ends/en
https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC166450/#:~:text=The%20Food%20and%20Nutrition%20Security,to%20food%20in%20Saint%20Lucia.
https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC166450/#:~:text=The%20Food%20and%20Nutrition%20Security,to%20food%20in%20Saint%20Lucia.
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/2024-09/b30_report_saint_lucia_en.pdf
https://www.govt.lc/media.govt.lc/www/resources/publications/slu-nspp-book-for-web.pdf
https://www.govt.lc/media.govt.lc/www/resources/publications/slu-nspp-book-for-web.pdf
https://pressroom.oecs.int/the-oecs-announces-efforts-to-support-students-with-special-needs
https://pressroom.oecs.int/the-oecs-announces-efforts-to-support-students-with-special-needs
https://pressroom.oecs.int/the-oecs-announces-efforts-to-support-students-with-special-needs
https://www.education.gov.lc/download/200/policies/4171/st-lucia_sen_policy_strategy_2023r15-11-23.pdf
https://www.education.gov.lc/download/200/policies/4171/st-lucia_sen_policy_strategy_2023r15-11-23.pdf
https://www.govt.lc/media.govt.lc/www/resources/publications/slu-nspp-book-for-web.pdf


Constitutional and Legislative framework

12. Freedom of expression is guaranteed under Article 1(c) and Article 10 of Chapter
I of the 1978 Constitution of Saint Lucia.1

13. Defamation and libel are considered criminal offences by the Criminal Code of
Saint Lucia and can lead to up to five years of imprisonment.23

14. The Freedom of Information Act was adopted in 2010.4

Implementation of legislation

15. The Ministry of Tourism, Information and Broadcasting is responsible for
regulating the broadcasting sector in the country.5 The telecommunications sector
is overseen by three different Ministries. Content-related matters fall under the
Ministry of Tourism, Investment, Creative Industries, Culture and Information.
Technical issues such as bandwidth, regulation of use of frequencies, etc., are
managed under public utilities, which fall under the Ministry of Infrastructure,
Ports, Transport, Physical Development and Urban Renewal. The technological
aspects, related to ICT, falls under the responsibility of the Ministry of Public
Service, Home Affairs, Labour and Gender Affairs.

Safety of Journalists

16. Since 2006, when systematic monitoring began, UNESCO has not recorded any
killing of journalists in Saint Lucia, on its Observatory of Killed Journalists.6

C. THE RIGHT TO SHARE IN SCIENTIFIC ADVANCEMENT AND ITS BENEFITS

17. The Constitution of Saint Lucia does not explicitly mention the right to share in
scientific advancement and its benefits or any other science-related rights.

18. Saint Lucia has not ratified the ICESCR or its Optional Protocol.

1 https://attorneygeneralchambers.com/laws-of-saint-lucia/constitution-of-saint-lucia

2 https://attorneygeneralchambers.com/laws-of-saint-lucia/criminal-code/section-313

3 See Articles 313 to 316 as well as Article 327 of the Criminal Code of Saint Lucia at:
http://www.govt.lc/media.govt.lc/www/legislation/Criminal%20Code.pdf

4 https://www.govt.lc/legislation/freedom-of-information-bill

5 http://tourism.govt.lc/

6 Accessed on 15 May 2025.

https://attorneygeneralchambers.com/laws-of-saint-lucia/constitution-of-saint-lucia
https://attorneygeneralchambers.com/laws-of-saint-lucia/criminal-code/section-313
http://www.govt.lc/media.govt.lc/www/legislation/Criminal%20Code.pdf
https://www.govt.lc/legislation/freedom-of-information-bill
http://tourism.govt.lc/


19. Saint Lucia did not include in its Third Cycle National Report (2020) an explicit
reference to the right to share in scientific advancement and its benefits, or
inherent rights such as scientific freedom and made no reference to science-
related rights. No science-related Recommendations were made, nor were any
Recommendations made in respect of the right to share in scientific
advancement and its benefits or its inherent rights such as scientific freedom.
Saint Lucia did not submit its national report on the implementation of the
Recommendation on Science and Scientific Researchers for the consultation
period from 2017 to 2021, nor has it yet done so for the second consultation
from 2021 to 2025.

III. RECOMMENDATIONS

A. RIGHT TO EDUCATION

20. Saint Lucia should be encouraged to:
i. Ratify the Convention against Discrimination in Education.

ii. Legally proscribe discrimination in education.
iii. Guarantee in the legislation at least twelve years of free primary and

secondary education.
iv. Introduce legislation to make pre-primary education compulsory and free

for at least one year.
v. Amend the legislation to ensure that the minimum age of marriage is 18

years old without exception.
vi. Legally proscribe corporal punishment in all education settings.

vii. Increase efforts to finance education, by allocating at least 4%-6% of GDP
to education; and/or at least 15%-20% of public expenditure to education,
in accordance with international benchmarks.

viii. Continue efforts to ensure the right to inclusive quality education for all,
especially for girls and people with disabilities.

ix. Continue to ensure regular reporting to UIS on education data.
x. Regularly submit comprehensive national reports for the periodic

consultations on UNESCO’s education-related standard-setting
instruments, and notably on the Recommendation against Discrimination
in Education.

xi. Share with UNESCO any relevant information to update its country profile
on UNESCO’s Observatory on the Right to Education and HerAtlas.

B. RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF OPINION AND EXPRESSION AND
RIGHT TO INFORMATION

21. The Government is recommended to decriminalize defamation and place it
within civil defamation legislation that is in accordance with international

https://www.unesco.org/en/right-education/observatory
https://www.unesco.org/en/heratlas


standards.

22. The Government is recommended to introduce an access to information law that
is in accordance with international standards.

23. The Government is encouraged to assess the system of supervision of the media
sector in order to ensure that this process is transparent and independent.

C. RIGHT TO FREELY PARTICIPATE IN THE CULTURAL LIFE OF THE
COMMUNITY (CULTURAL RIGHTS)

24. As a State Party to the Convention concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972), the Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003) and the Convention on the Protection and
Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (2005), Saint Lucia is
encouraged to fully implement the relevant provisions that promote access to and
participation in cultural heritage and creative expressions and, as such, are
conducive to implementing the right to take part in cultural life as defined in
article 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and article 15 of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. In doing so,
Saint Lucia is encouraged to give due consideration to the participation of
communities, practitioners, cultural actors and NGOs from civil society as well as
vulnerable groups (minorities, migrants, refugees, young people, indigenous
peoples and persons with disabilities), and to ensure that equal opportunities are
given to women and girls to address gender disparities.

D. THE RIGHT TO SHARE IN SCIENTIFIC ADVANCEMENT AND ITS BENEFITS

25. Saint Lucia is invited to continue its efforts to ensure the full and comprehensive
implementation and monitoring of the Recommendation on Science and Scientific
Researchers in accordance with the relevant Decisions of UNESCO’s Executive
Board (216 EX/Decision 45 of May 2023). In that context, Saint Lucia is invited
to engage with UNESCO’s Program on the promotion of scientific freedom and
the safety of scientists and support the related Call to Action in line with the
Recommendation and decisions of UNESCO’s General Conference (42
C/Resolution 26 of November 2023) and Executive Board (219 EX/Decision 30
of March 2024). The Call to Action underlines the need to protect science and
scientific researchers, and to allow for a free and safe science ecosystem where
there is trust in science and where scientific evidence informs decision making.
UNESCO stands ready to support Saint Lucia in developing and nurturing its
science ecosystem, and protecting its scientific researchers, including through the
incorporation of appropriate legal and administrative measures in line with
international law. Saint Lucia is invited to collaborate directly with UNESCO,
through its Secretariat and specialised Sectors, for that purpose.



26. Against this background, Saint Lucia is invited to consider the following:
i. Submit a national report to the 2nd consultation on the implementation of the

Recommendation on Science and Scientific Researchers in line with the
Circular Letter by UNESCO’s Director-General (CL/4448 of 28 November
2024) and the guidelines contained therein.

ii. Explore ways to strengthen the status of the right to share in scientific
advancement and its benefits in its legal system, including in its Constitution
and any other appropriate legal and policy frameworks.

iii. When implementing measures to guarantee the right to freedom of opinion
and expression, the right to information, and the right to education, include
within those measures the freedoms indispensable for scientific research, and
access to scientific education at all levels.

iv. Expand input on issues covered by UNESCO’s Recommendation in its
national report to the UPR – particularly providing information about the
implementation of the right to science and scientific freedom, including the
latter in its report addressing more broadly freedom of opinion and expression.
This will allow further discussions thereon at the Human Rights Council and
the formulation of specific recommendations.

v. Ratify the ICESCR and its Optional Protocol. 


