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Key Insights

Insights of LRGs during the 4th cycle (2022 - present)

LRGs are increasingly included in National Mechanisms for
Implementation, Reporting, and Follow-Up to strengthen the
implementation of human rights recommendations, as seen
in Italy and more.

Integrations in National Mechanisms (NMRIFs)

How are LRGs engaging in the UPR?

While this analysis focuses on
the Pre-Review phase, Local
and Regional Governments
(LRGs) play a critical role in
implementing UPR
recommendations on the
ground.

30 States
reported some level of LRG
engagement in the UPR
process.

LRGs contribute to the drafting and/or review of national
reports, typically through consultations, as seen in the
following States: Argentina, Australia, Austria, and more. 

Consultation in National Reports

Organised dedicated workshops and stakeholders’
meetings to gather LRG input and raise awareness in
Bosnia and Laos. 

Workshops & Consultations Meetings

Specific inputs offered by the LRG are published as a
separate annex to the national report, seen in Argentina.

Contributions in National Reporting 

Local & Regional Governments
Engagement in the
Universal Periodic Review



The Netherlands

Established the
“Municipalities and
Human Rights Platform.” 
Enabled coordination
and exchange of
thematic discussions
among municipalities

Morocco

Nationwide engagement
across all 12 regions
Multi-phase
consultations (drafting
→ validation → launch) 

Pakistan

Developed data
collection methods. 
Paired with
consultations at both
the federal and
provincial levels 
Ensures systemic
tracking of
implementation. 

Effective LRG engagement requires proactive outreach, capacity-
building, and sustained coordination.
 

Beyond their role as contributors in national reporting, LRGs are
central to the UPR as key actors in the implementation of human
rights recommendations and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 

Strengthening their engagement requires institutionalisation,
capacity-building, and meaningful consultation mechanisms to
support effective delivery on the ground.

Ensuring Effective Participation

Obstacles:
Limited awareness of UN human rights mechanisms 
Low response rates despite outreach efforts
Case Study of Brazil: Despite outreach to all 27 federative states, only 8
responded.

Challenges

Good Practices

Key Takeaways
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