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Introduction 

1. The Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), established in accordance with Human 
Rights Council resolution 5/1 of 18 June 2007, held its fourth session from 2 to 13 February 2009.  The 
review of Azerbaijan was held at the 6th meeting on 4 February 2009.  The delegation of Azerbaijan was 
headed by H.E. Mr. Khalaf Khalafov, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs. At its meeting held on 6 
February 2009, the Working Group adopted the present report on Azerbaijan. 

2. On 8 September 2008, the Human Rights Council selected the following group of rapporteurs (troika) 
to facilitate the review of Azerbaijan: Saudi Arabia, Slovenia and Mauritius. 

3. In accordance with paragraph 15 of  the annex to resolution 5/1, the following documents were issued 
for the review of Azerbaijan: 

 (a) A national report submitted / written presentation made in accordance with paragraph 15 
(a) (A/HRC/WG.6/4/AZE/1);  

 (b) A compilation prepared by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), in accordance with paragraph 15 (b) (A/HRC/WG.6/4/AZE/2); 

 (c) A summary prepared by OHCHR, in accordance with paragraph 15 (c) 
(A/HRC/WG.6/4/AZE/3).  

4. A list of questions prepared in advance by the Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Latvia, 
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden and United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland was transmitted to Azerbaijan through the troika.  These questions are 
available on the UPR extranet. 

I.  SUMMARY OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE REVIEW PROCESS 

A.  Presentation by the State under review 

5. At the 6th meeting, on 4 February 2009, Azerbaijan presented its national report and indicated that it 
was drafted by a working group encompassing relevant ministries and authorities with the involvement of 
the Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) as well as human rights NGOs.  

6. Azerbaijan informed that international human rights instruments were domesticated through political 
and legal measures and that the primacy of human rights led to regular changes of the legislation. The 
2002 Referendum Act amending the Constitution granted individuals the right to challenge in the 
Constitutional Court statutory instruments of the legislative and executive authorities, enactments of 
municipalities and courts that allegedly encroached on their rights.  

7. The delegation referred to the Presidential Decree on measures to uphold human rights and freedoms, 
the State programme and the national action plan on human rights protection which is coordinated by a 
working group chaired by the Ombudsman with the active involvement of civil society. A referendum 
will be held in 2009 on amendments to the Constitution aimed at reinforcing human rights protection. 

8. Azerbaijan has ratified most of the international and regional human rights treaties, including seven 
core universal instruments, recently signed the ICPPED, and ratified, in 2008, CRPD, OP-CAT and the 
amendment to article 20 (1) of CEDAW. 
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9. Azerbaijan highlighted that it accepted the individual complaint mechanism under relevant treaty 
bodies, and cooperated with special procedures and expressed its readiness to continue. Azerbaijan also 
cooperates with the Council of Europe and has ratified a series of conventions, including the European 
Convention on Human Rights and the European Convention on the Prevention of Tortur, its optional 
protocol and the revised European Social Charter. 

10. Azerbaijan noted it takes all necessary measures aimed at strengthening the media. By law, printed 
media can be established without prior authorisation and a wide number are registered in addition to 
numerous televisions and radios operating alongside with many journalist NGOs. Azerbaijan adopted 
measures on providing financial assistance to news media. 

11. The delegation referred to the 2007 strategic framework for State support of NGOs aimed at creating 
a stable and effective partnership between State bodies and NGOs, and noted the establishment of the 
Council for State support of NGOs.  

12. Judicial reforms have led to the adoption of a series of laws for the democratisation of the legal policy 
and judiciary, the strengthening of the independence of the judiciary and the reinforcement of human 
rights protection in the Constitution.  

13. Azerbaijan noted having set up a working group, together with the Council of Europe (CoE), aimed at 
improving the effectiveness of the judiciary, independence of judges and their election procedure. The 
Judicial and Legal Council Act and significant amendments to the Courts and Judges Act were adopted 
along with the establishment of a Judicial Selection Committee mandated to select judges. 

14. Azerbaijan is working with the European Committee on the Prevention of Torture (CPT) to enhance 
the functioning of the penitentiary system. The Ombudsman can visit penitentiary establishments without 
prior notification. Over the past years, two divisions within the Ministry of Justice have been granted free 
access to penitentiary establishments, as well as NGOs and the ICRC. The last CPT visit was held in 
December 2008. Penitentiary staff are trained, in particular in the area of prevention of torture and cruel 
treatment and the 2006 European Penitentiary Rules were translated into Azerbaijani. 

15. Azerbaijan has adopted various programmes to promote social and economic rights, such as the 
Poverty Alleviation and Sustainable Development for 2008-2015 and the Employment Strategy for 2006-
2015. This resulted in a considerable increase in the GDP over the last 5 years, the creation of 766,000 
new workplaces and a decrease of the poverty rate. In 2008, the part allocated to social maintenance in 
the national budget increased by 40 per cent. The delegation underlined that, in 2008, the World Bank 
declared Azerbaijan as the most active reformer country. 

16. Azerbaijan stated that the Constitution guarantees the equality of all, irrespective of ethnicity, religion 
or race, and no instances of discrimination or intolerance against members from other ethnicities were 
observed during many centuries. This high level of tolerance was emphasized by the United Nations 
Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion and belief and demonstrated notably through the 2002 visit of 
the Pope.  

17. In Azerbaijan, women were granted the right to vote and to be elected in 1918 and women are now 
represented in legislative, executive, judiciary bodies and administrative services and actively participate 
in the social and political life. 

18. The State Committee on the Family, Women and Children (SCFWC), established in 2006, is the main 
executive body responsible for applying State policy in this field. Azerbaijan adopted various measures to 
counter violence against women, including a new extended definition of sexual discrimination included in 
the 2006 Law on Gender Equality and the 2007 comprehensive programme to combat domestic violence. 
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The Parliament currently discusses a draft law on the prevention of domestic violence, and joint project 
on combating violence against women in the twenty-first century, is mandated to further tackle this 
phenomenon through awareness raising campaigns and the elaboration of a strategy to assist victims. 

19. Azerbaijan indicated that 2009 was declared the Year of Children by a presidential decree. In 2008, 
Azerbaijan signed the European Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation 
and Sexual Abuse in addition to the adoption of a range of legal documents such as the Law on the Rights 
of the Child. There is also a 2006-2015 State programme for the placement of children living in State 
institutions, in families (deinstitutionalization) and alternative care. At present, there are 4,545 schools in 
line with modern requirements and seven specialized schools for children with disabilities. The delegation 
indicated that, in 2006, Azerbaijan and UNICEF signed an action plan for juvenile justice reform. 

20. Azerbaijan informed of legislative and social measures to counter human trafficking, including the 
Suppression of Human Trafficking Act and the national action plan to counter human trafficking. A 
mechanism for social rehabilitation of victims was elaborated, which provides financial support for them. 
There were instances of prosecution and sentencing of persons involved in human trafficking and an 
awareness-raising campaign is conducted in schools on this issue. 

21. On corruption, Azerbaijan abides by international instruments, takes the necessary implementory 
measures to combat corruption and hoped that the Parliament will adopt in 2009 the bill on combating the 
laundering of money and other proceeds from crime and the financing of terrorism. 

22. The delegation asserted that the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict remains the hardest problem for 
Azerbaijan. The Nagorno-Karabakh region and seven surrounding regions are occupied by the Republic 
of Armenia and more than one million Azeris became refugees and IDPs as a result of ethnic cleansing 
policy carried out by Armenia. As a consequence, Azerbaijan is not able to entirely implement its 
international human rights obligations in these territories, and made special reservations or declarations 
when acceding to a number of international human rights instruments. Azerbaijan fully acknowledged its 
responsibility regarding refugees’ and IDPs’ protection and undertook efforts, notably for their temporary 
integration into society, taking into account the exercise of their right to safely return to native lands. The 
State programme to improve the living conditions and increase employment of refugees and IDPs was 
adopted in 2004. Over the last seven years, 61 settlements have been created for refugees and IDPs, the 
last tent camps were shut down in December 2007 and an important budget was allocated to this end. 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees highly appreciated these efforts. 

B.  Interactive dialogue and responses by the State under review 

23. During the inter-active dialogue, statements were made by 58 delegations. A number of delegations 
thanked the Government for the comprehensive national report, its presentation and for the responses 
provided to advance questions. Statements were made welcoming Azerbaijan’s commitment to the UPR 
process, its constructive participation and the consultations with stake holders that took place in preparing 
the national report.  

24. Algeria asked about measures taken in particular in light of the 2007 CEDAW recommendation to 
adopt a bill on domestic violence. Algeria encouraged Azerbaijan to devote increasing attention to the 
struggle against violence against women, especially through the implementation of social measures. 
Algeria recommended continuing efforts to improve and ensure access to education for all children and to 
include human rights teaching in school programs. Algeria recommended Azerbaijan to continue its 
efforts in order to offer IDPs satisfactory life conditions.  Algeria recommended Azerbaijan to continue 
its efforts in the reduction of poverty and to envisage the sharing of best practices with interested 
countries. 
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25. Slovenia commended Azerbaijan for ratifying both Optional protocols to CRC in 2002. Slovenia 
noted the efforts in the education sector, especially in regard to IDPs. It also noted that the long lasting 
conflict had had a negative impact on the quality of education for displaced children and that the financial 
and social hardships for their families, the material condition of schools, the quality of teachers and the 
psychological condition of displaced children all played a potentially adverse role. Slovenia 
recommended the authorities of the republic of Azerbaijan to fully implement the recommendations of the 
United Nations study on violence against children.   

26. The Netherlands recommended that Azerbaijan consider modifying or repealing the criminal 
legislation on defamation to take away the possibility of depriving anyone of his or her liberty on account 
of opinions. It noted that human rights organisations operating in areas such as women’s rights and LGBT 
rights, as well as religious groups, are subjected to harassment and sometimes even violence. It also 
recommended that Azerbaijan strengthen its efforts to guarantee freedom of assembly and association and 
to respect the work of human rights defenders, and that legislation concerning NGOs be implemented 
accordingly. 

27. Uzbekistan welcomed the achievements reached in crime suppression and reform of the penitentiary 
system, in defending social security, rights of women and children.  Positive steps have also been 
reflected in the development of non-governmental organizations (NGOs): in the Parliament, standing 
commissions’ special working groups are cooperating with NGOs to develop draft legislation.  

28. Cuba noted measures such as the 2002 law guaranteeing equality between men and women and 
inquired about other initiatives to eliminate gender inequality. Cuba underlined the work done with 
detainees and appreciated the National Plan and legislation to protect children. Cuba recommended that 
Azerbaijan continue efforts already underway to improve the living standards of its people and to ensure 
the social protection of its people based on a vigorous development of the economy and an appropriate 
distribution of wealth. It further recommended that Azerbaijan continue with national programmes 
already undertaken to reduce any form of discrimination against women until it is totally eliminated, as it 
is through this that it can protect the most vulnerable sections of the population, including women and 
children. 

29. Germany strongly recommended that Azerbaijan take all necessary measures to ensure that the law on 
freedom of assembly is not applied in an unduly strict manner by the local authorities, to consider 
abolishing the pre-approval requirement for public assemblies altogether and to replace it with an 
obligation of notification for the organisers of public assemblies. Germany also recommended that 
Azerbaijan take all the necessary measures to shorten the pre-trial detention of all persons arrested on 
criminal charges, in particular that of minors, and create separate detention facilities for the latter. 
Germany recommended that the government urgently improve prison conditions. 

30. Belarus stated that events have been held to improve the judicial system, and technical facilities in 
courts have been upgraded. It also noted measures to eliminate poverty and to increase the level of social 
protection.  Belarus recommended that Azerbaijan continue to support a high level of socio-economic 
protection. Serious attention given to the exercise of rights in defence of women and children has resulted 
in legislation enshrining provisions for gender equality and a new juvenile justice system. Belarus also 
recommended Azerbaijan to continue providing accessibility and high calibre education at all levels.  

31. Republic of Korea applauded the cooperation between the penitentiary administration and NGOs in 
monitoring the situation in detention facilities, as exemplified by the International Committee of the Red 
Cross’ visits. The Republic of Korea is still concerned about the situation of vulnerable groups such as 
children and women among the refugees and IDPs and made a reference to the Committee on the Rights 
of the Child (CRC) which recommended that Azerbaijan address the special needs and rights of displaced 
and refugee children, and CEDAW which urged Azerbaijan to implement targeted measures to improve 
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the access of refugees and internally displaced women and girls to education, employment, health and 
housing.  

32. China commended Azerbaijan for improving prison conditions, assisting vulnerable groups, dealing 
with human trafficking, strengthening traditional justice and promoting the rights of women and children. 
China indicated that Azerbaijan trained judicial personnel on human rights. It noted the challenge faced 
by Azerbaijan in eradicating violence against women and pursuing perpetrators.  

33. Mexico recommended Azerbaijan to comply with the recommendations made by Treaty Bodies and 
Special Procedures and, in this connection, recommended to establish mechanism to monitor ethnic 
minorities and other vulnerable groups, including migrants and asylum seekers, and to allow these groups 
to access all rights enjoyed by the rest of the population. In order to prevent and to combat discrimination 
against women, Mexico recommended to adopt specific legislation on violence against women and forced 
marriages, in conformity with the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination of 
Women and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Mexico recommended improving the 
administration of justice, including the establishment of a system of inspection of detention centres and a 
system to follow-up complaints of allegations of torture. Finally, Mexico recommended the establishment 
of inter-institutional mechanism, in which relevant civil society actors will participate, in order to 
implement UPR recommendations as well as Human Rights Council’s Special Procedures and Treaty 
Bodies recommendations. 

34. Ukraine noted with satisfaction that Azerbaijan works closely with treaty bodies and provides all the 
required periodical reports. It also noted that Azerbaijan attaches high priority to the protection of rights 
of women, especially to elimination of all forms of violence against women. Ukraine asked Azerbaijan to 
elaborate more on activities, particularly aiming at raising awareness of the trafficking in human beings 
threat. With regard to the CoE Commissioner recommendation to adopt robust measures to counter 
trafficking in human beings, Ukraine asked what measures have been taken. 

35. Saudi Arabia noted that the Constitution contains provisions aimed at protecting human rights and 
includes measures geared towards overcoming the difficulties which Azerbaijan needs to cope. 
Azerbaijan’s experience in promoting human rights elicits the following question: What difficulties is 
Azerbaijan facing in the provision of more health and education services for children? What role are 
international organizations (such as UNICEF) playing in the development of the rights of the child in 
Azerbaijan? In the light of the above, Mr. Chairman, my country’s delegation commends the real 
achievements made by Azerbaijan in the field of human rights and recommended that the positive aspects 
of those achievements be taken into consideration in order to act as an incentive and a stimulus for further 
progress in the promotion and protection of human rights in Azerbaijan. 

36. France asked about measures to ensure the independence of justice and the respect of international 
norms related to a just and fair trial. Noting that in the domestic legislation discrimination is a crime, 
France asked why no process has been so far held on this charge. France recommended that Azerbaijan 
ensure the full exercise of freedom of expression and of the freedom of all independent media, both 
national and foreign ones, regardless to their nature: press, internet, radio or television.  France 
recommended Azerbaijan to take all measures to grant access to justice for all women victim of violence, 
and take measures for their protection and rehabilitation, and to train police authorities on violence 
against women.  

37. South Africa applauded Azerbaijan for, inter alia, the Programme on strengthening the Fight against 
Corruption. It referred to CESCR’s previous request to provide training to law enforcement officials and 
judges on the serious and criminal nature of domestic violence. South Africa recommended that the 
Government reviews its Poverty Reduction Programmes with a view to addressing the root causes of 
poverty and the adoption of effective ways of dealing with the social challenges.  
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38. Qatar noted the separation of powers underlined in the Constitution and that the final objective of the 
state is to protect human rights and fundamental freedoms. It also noted that the Constitution indicates 
that ratified treaties become part of national law and have supremacy over other laws. It welcomed the 
adoption of a number of, including on the rights of children. Qatar expressed the hope that Azerbaijan 
will overcome the remaining obstacles, particularly where children and IDPs are concerned. 

39. Bahrain noted the efforts taken in order to promote, strengthen and protect civil, political, economic, 
social and cultural rights. These efforts are greatly valued as Azerbaijan made progress in many 
disciplines, especially freedom of religion and belief, religious tolerance and harmony. Bahrain also 
valued the efforts made regarding formulation of plans and human rights training of the judiciary in order 
to enhance the legal reform.   

40. Liechtenstein recalled that, in 2006, the CRC expressed concerns at the growing numbers of street 
children and the lack of recovery, medical treatment, social integration or educational programmes and 
asked about further measures planned. It recommended that Azerbaijan accede to the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court.  Liechtenstein welcomed the measures taken to improve the training of law-
enforcement officials regarding the prevention of torture and ill-treatment. 

41. Egypt welcomed the establishment of the Human Rights Commissioner, which also includes a 
Special Counsellor on gender equality, as well as the State Committee on Women’s Affairs. Egypt 
referred to the recommendation of CRC that this Office include a unit on children’s rights. It welcomed 
the cooperation between Azerbaijan and the Human Rights Council, OHCHR and the different treaty 
bodies. It recommended that Azerbaijan continue efforts to promote and protect human rights in 
collaboration with the Human Rights Council and OHCHR on the basis of the needs identified by 
Azerbaijan and also continue its efforts to ensure that national laws are consistent with international 
obligations, and to further their implementation on the ground. 

42. Sweden recommended increasing the efforts to ensure that detention conditions fully meets 
international human rights standards. Sweden recommended Azerbaijan to ensure that all branches of the 
State, including agents of public authorities, fully respects and promotes the freedom of expression. 
Concerned by recent decisions to stop foreign media from broadcasting in Azerbaijan, Sweden 
recommended Azerbaijan to fully uphold media freedom in accordance with international obligations. 
Sweden also recommended the Government to uphold the respect of the right to peaceful assembly and 
ensure that this right is effectively implemented.     

43. Norway recommended Azerbaijan to issue a standing invitation to the Special Procedures. Norway 
recommended that Azerbaijan ensure that its media regulations promote diversity among media outlets in 
line with international standards and best practices. Norway recommended that crimes and violations 
against journalists and human rights defenders are effectively investigated and prosecuted, and that those 
responsible are punished. Norway recommended that complaints of harassment of journalists and human 
rights defenders receive prompt response and that adequate measures for their safety are taken. Finally 
Norway recommended that the State officials are discouraged from continuing the current practice of 
instituting lawsuit against journalists and human rights defenders that publish criticism. 

44. Tunisia noted with interest the National Action Plan to promote human rights, the aim being, inter 
alia, to develop interaction between the state and civil society. Tunisia welcomed the considerable efforts 
to curb violence against women. It expressed the view that the project on combating violence against 
women in the 21st century is an important approach in safeguarding the rights of women, including in 
countering early marriages, and in reducing the impact of this phenomenon on the family, particularly 
children.  
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45. Spain asked what kind of measures Azerbaijan will adopt in order to guarantee religious freedom 
including to ensure a greater press freedom and the eventual de-criminalization of defamation. Spain 
stated that approximately 600,000 Azeri have been living as IDPs for more than a decade as a result of the 
1991-94 Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and asked what the Government is doing to ensure the enjoyment of 
human rights by IDPs.  Spain asked about measures being taken in order to prevent cases of torture and 
abuses by police authorities.    

46. Indonesia commended the new legislation on the Penal Enforcement Code and the Code of Criminal 
Procedure of 24 June 2008, which contains some progressive dispositions regarding the welfare of 
detainees and prisoners. Indonesia recommended Azerbaijan to ensure the effective implementations of 
these new laws. Indonesia recommended the Government to continue and intensify its efforts on behalf of 
children and women generally, to ensure their safety in the domestic environment and to remove any 
obstacles to their education, development and access to equal opportunities.   

47. The United Kingdom noted that CAT was concerned at the substantial gap between the legislative 
framework and its practical implementation and that CRC was concerned that legislative measures are not 
provided with adequate mechanisms and financial support. The United Kingdom recommended that 
Azerbaijan reconsider its decision and permit broadcasting by non-Azeri outlets on FM frequencies. It 
referred to reports that some sectors of the Ministry of Interior and the judiciary appear to exert pressure 
on the media, including with the use of defamation trials. It emphasised that the use of criminal libel law 
to unjustly imprison or financially ruin journalists severely impacts on media freedom in this context it 
recommended that all journalists remaining in detention be released. It recommended that Azerbaijan 
continue to engage fully with civil society groups in the follow-up and implementation of this review.  

48. The Czech Republic recommended to issue and implement a standing invitation to all Special 
Procedures.  It recommended Azerbaijan to address persisting problems of prison conditions, such as 
overcrowding and insufficient health care and to establish an independent mechanism to overview 
conditions in detention facilities, with particular focus on conditions of children and their protection 
against violence and abuse. Referring to recommendations made by CAT, the Czech Republic 
recommended Azerbaijan to provide law enforcement and judicial officials with specific 
education/sensitivity training towards the protection of children, women and persons of minority sexual 
orientation or gender identity.  The Czech Republic recommended Azerbaijan to take concrete measures 
to ensure necessary resources to increase effectiveness of the protection of children rights, including 
effective monitoring of conditions in institutional care and establishing of a complaint mechanism for 
children, to develop and adjust new mechanisms for the protection of children based on serious research 
and wide piloting, and to create mechanisms to deliver foster care services. The delegation finally 
recommended bringing rules on broadcasting in compliance with relevant provisions of ICCPR, releasing 
persons held in prisons for their political views and adopt safeguards against arbitrary or politically 
motivated detention and trials including through ensuring full independence and transparency of 
judiciary.  

49. Turkey, aware of the fact that Azerbaijan found itself faced with a large scale displacement problem 
as a result of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, praised Azerbaijan for the effective measures taken to 
alleviate the suffering of IDPs. It appreciated the establishment of the Ombudsman Institution and 
encouraged Azerbaijan to continue to make the best use of this important mechanism in addressing the 
remaining shortcomings in the judiciary and the penitentiary systems as well as in the fight against 
corruption. It trusts that the new Law on Freedom of Assembly will constitute a step in the right direction 
for raising further the democratic standards.  

50. Latvia noted with appreciation the recent voluntary pledge of Azerbaijan to extend a standing 
invitation to all United Nations special procedures. It further noted the positive cooperation with a 
number of these special procedures and that Azerbaijan has invited and received several Special 
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Rapporteurs in the past few years. In the light of this positive cooperation, Latvia recommended that 
Azerbaijan fulfil its voluntary pledge and extend a standing invitation to all special procedures of the 
Human Rights Council. 

51. Jordan welcomed the adoption of the constitutional acts on the Commissioner for Human Rights 
(Ombudsman) and  commended the strong political will as reflected in, inter alia, the 2006 national plan 
of action for human rights protection. Jordan recommended that Azerbaijan continue its constructive 
efforts in human rights education, including its active cooperation with the key international organizations 
towards this end. 

52. Austria welcomed the Rights of the Child Act and the National Plan of Action for Human Rights 
Protection but said that their implementation reportedly face challenges. Austria recommended that 
Azerbaijan take concrete steps and ensure that all necessary resources are provided to government 
agencies in order to increase the efficiency of a child protection system. It also recommended that 
Azerbaijan ensure that pilot initiatives at regional level are fully supported by the federal government 
with a view to consider developing inter alia an independent, nationally coordinated statutory service, 
which could act as a referral and decision-making body. Austria noted the 2006 State Programme for the 
Placement of Children living in State Institutions in Families and Alternative Care as well as the project 
to create surrogate families for homeless and orphaned children. Austria recommended that Azerbaijan 
take concrete measures to ensure that institutions are adequately scrutinised with respect to quality 
standards of care and the possibility of redressing abuse and violations and recommended that Azerbaijan 
take concrete steps to make other forms of alternative care more accessible, i.e. promote guardianship and 
foster care systems as well as develop community based family support services that prevent the 
abandonment of children from their families. 

53. Hungary expressed that it is important that children have a safe and harmonious family background 
and therefore welcomed measures taken in this regard. Hungary was concerned that children may still 
suffer neglect, corporal punishment and abuse, including sexual abuse in the family. It indicated that 
trafficking in human beings also remains a problem and that the risk is even higher for children who are 
illegally adopted from orphanages for the purpose of trafficking in organs. Hungary recommended that 
Azerbaijan take adequate measures to further defend children’s rights. Hungary also recommended that 
Azerbaijan take the necessary measures so that persons below 18, being under arrest, would not be 
subject to corporal punishment or other forms of ill-treatment. 

54. Russian Federation noted that over the last years, Azerbaijan managed to achieve considerable 
success in improving its human rights situation and that it has continued to improve its national 
legislation.  It considered it important to look at the experiences of Azerbaijan in resolving social and 
economic issues, and especially the situation of children who lack supervision. The Russian Federation 
recommended that Azerbaijan continue its sustained work in the implementation of State program, over a 
period of 10 years, to transfer children from State institutions to families and alternative care.  

55. Azerbaijan welcomed the recommendations made and indicated that it will address progress made 
and constraints in a frank manner. Regarding the strengthening of the judiciary, the delegation recalled its 
introductory statement and added that the selection of judges is fully transparent. In addition, new 
specialized courts are due to be established such as juvenile courts and new administrative courts. A great 
attention is paid to the training and re-training of judges and law enforcement officials. Attention is paid 
to expand access to justice and targeted measures include the establishment of six regional courts of 
appeal in addition to that in Baku. 

56. Regarding journalistic activities, the delegation noted that Azerbaijan has abolished State censorship 
and legislative measures were adopted to truly ensure the freedom of speech and opinion. Azerbaijan has 
established a Council of the Press and adopted a special concept paper on working with the media. A 
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special fund to support news media was established and all violations of journalists’ rights are carefully 
investigated and monitored by relevant bodies. There were instances of law enforcement officials being 
punished for such violations. The delegation acknowledged that a number of journalists were prosecuted 
in criminal courts and serve a sentence in jail but for specific crimes not related to their journalistic 
activities and many of them were pardoned over the past years. The prosecution of journalists for slander 
and insult are rare, treated as civil cases and there is currently only one journalist serving a sentence for 
defamation. 

57. Regarding children without supervision, Azerbaijan noted cases of abuse of authority by the police 
but that necessary measures have been taken. On corruption, by a 2006 Decree, a structure for internal 
investigations was established within the Ministry of Interior. Over the past years, a number of cases of 
human rights violations by the police were registered, which led to disciplinary measures, prosecution and 
dismissals. 

58. On children’s rights, efforts have been undertaken in line with the CRC, including the 2005 Law on 
street children and children without parental supervision. Over the last few years, more than 1000 
children were taken out of the street and received assistance tailored to their needs including education 
and issuance of identification documents. To this end, Azerbaijan cooperates with human rights 
institutions, SCFWC and NGOs. In 2007 and 2008 a training course on street children was conducted and 
a foster institution for street children was created. 

59. Azerbaijan stated that social protection of vulnerable persons, including disabled persons is a priority 
area. The main goal is to promoting employment for these persons and quotas were established by law in 
2001 for the employment of disabled persons. In addition, a law targeting State assistance was adopted, 
which enshrines the principle of equality without any kind of discrimination. 

60. On poverty, the delegation recalled that the poverty rate decreased in 2008 and referred to the prior 
mentioned 2008-2015 State programme. On institutionalisation and alternative care for children, 
Azerbaijan referred to the 2006-2015 State programme conducted with UNICEF and NGOs. 

61. On women’s rights, Azerbaijan noted that it will as a State party to CEDAW present its periodic 
report in 2009 to the Committee whose recommendations will help in improving the situation. The 
delegation made reference to the 2007 comprehensive programme, the draft law to prevent domestic 
violence, and recalled that criminal law provides for sanctions and penalties of physical and sexual 
violence.  

62. On children’s rights, the delegation said that a national programme was being drafted, and that a 
supplement to the criminal code had been adopted emphasizing rehabilitation of children. There is only 
one educational institution, which is overcrowded, but measures will be taken in the reform of the 
penitentiary system. The ICRC can visit penitentiary institutions without obstacles and a Public Affairs 
Committee was established within the Ministry of Justice made up of NGOs, which monitors the situation 
in full transparency. 

63. Azerbaijan praised special procedures and announced having decided to extend a standing invitation 
to all of them. The Ombudsman was granted Status A in 2000 and respects the Paris Principles. Finally, it 
was recalled that Azerbaijan ratified OP-CAT. 

64. Chile expressed concern at, inter alia, persistent cases of intimidation, cruel treatment and torture, 
prison conditions and judicial procedures, restrictions on freedom of assembly and expression. Chile 
recommended to promote and strengthen international humanitarian cooperation and assistance so as to 
provide for programmes and mechanisms to contribute to the elimination of threats and limitations to 
human rights of refugee and displaced persons. Chile also recommended to speed up the implementation 
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of legal framework, as well as improve systems and procedures for the administration of justice and to 
make further progress on public governance. Chile recommended to increase the protection mechanisms 
for women and children as well as measures to disseminate and make their implementation more 
effective. 

65. Japan welcomed the agreement with the ICRC to permit its officials to visit convicted persons in 
places of detention without interference. Japan noted that, according to the 2007 annual report from the 
Office of the Ombudsman, 144 cases of human rights violations were registered and that disciplinary 
action was taken against 199 people. With a view to improving criminal justice, especially in terms of the 
prevention of torture, Japan recommended that Azerbaijan consider taking substantial measures, such as 
requesting capacity-building assistance, to advance the understanding of human rights and criminal 
investigation ability of police personnel.  

66. The United Arab Emirates noted efforts made especially in the field of health, education, the 
protection of women’s rights and the contribution women give to the society.  The United Arab Emirates 
were satisfied about the measures taken to thwart human trafficking, but were willing to learn more about 
this. 

67. Democratic People’s Republic of Korea appreciated the establishment of the Institution of 
Ombudsman and Presidential Pardons Commission. It was impressed by Azerbaijan’s ratification of the 
major human rights instruments and efforts to observe reporting obligations. It asked Azerbaijan to 
elaborate on plans to further improve the situation of women and children. 

68. Kazakhstan noted the work undertaken to reform the judiciary and was pleased to note that 
Azerbaijan, is implementing measures to ensure the effective administration of justice. It expressed 
satisfaction at the policy on the protection of the rights of the family, women and children. Kazakhstan 
recommended that Azerbaijan continue its effective work in the area of defending these rights. 

69. Malaysia was encouraged to note the serious efforts in combating violence against women including 
domestic violence. It recommended that Azerbaijan consider widely disseminate information on the 
provision of CEDAW to the publics through education system, awareness-raising campaigns and gender 
sensitivity training.  Malaysia recommended that Azerbaijan steps up its efforts to ensure that basic needs 
of the population are fully met, in particular, in the areas of employment, public health, education and 
public housing. 

70. Italy recommended that Azerbaijan take fully into account the recommendations of the Special 
Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion aimed at promoting and fully ensuring freedom of religion for all 
religious communities throughout Azerbaijan. Italy recommended Azerbaijan to further align its 
legislation and practice with the provisions of the Convention against Torture. Italy recommended that 
Azerbaijan develop a national strategy to guarantee better access to education to all children and to 
include in the school system, at all levels, appropriate measures in the field of human rights education, in 
accordance with the Plan of Action 2005-2009 of the World Programme for Human Rights Education.  

71. Canada welcomed the adoption of the 2008 Law on freedom of assembly. It recommended that 
Azerbaijan improve respect for the right to freedom of assembly in line with its domestic legislation and 
its obligations under article 21 of the ICCPR.  Canada recommended that Azerbaijan expand media 
freedoms, particularly access to broadcast media. It recommended to implement the recommendations of 
the OSCE in regards to reversing the ban on foreign FM radio broadcasting. Canada also recommended 
that Azerbaijan fully respect the social and economic rights of all, including internally displaced persons, 
in line with its obligations under the ICESCR by following through on its commitments under the 
programme of the State Committee on Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons. 
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72. Sudan commended Azerbaijan for protecting and promoting human rights, especially the rights of 
vulnerable groups, and noted Azerbaijan’s also continued focus on the right of the child. Sudan 
recommended Azerbaijan to continue its cooperation with the international community, especially in two 
fields: the solution of problems of refugees and IDPs; and its 2006-2015 State program on poverty 
alleviation and development.  

73. Lithuania expressed appreciation for having abolished death penalty more than ten years ago. 
Lithuania recommended Azerbaijan to change the criminal legislation provisions on defamation and to 
eliminate unnecessary pressure on journalists fulfilling their professional duties. Lithuania recommended 
that public awareness campaigns about equal opportunities of women and men should be carried on. 
Lithuania also recommended further developing measures against domestic violence against women. 
Victims of domestic violence should have possibility to use appropriate means of redress and access to 
shelters. 

74. Armenia referred to CERD that encouraged Azerbaijan to combat tendencies giving raise to racist and 
xenophobic behaviour, particularly against ethnic Armenians. CESCR in 2004, ECRI and Commissioner 
for Human Rights in 2007 raised similar concern stating: “Armenians living in an atmosphere of fear”, 
“illegal occupation of properties belonging to Armenians and other ethnic groups, facing widespread 
discrimination in various spheres, oral and written inflammatory speech…fuelling negative feelings 
among society towards Armenians”. According to the Delegation of Armenia, despite those 
recommendations, hate-speech and deprivation of cultural rights by misappropriation and destruction of 
Armenian cultural heritage continue (ICOMOS resolution 5, 16th General Assembly). Armenia asked for 
clarifications on measures taken to redress the situation with discriminatory treatment of the Armenian 
community. Armenia referred to 2006 CRC recommendations (paras. 24, 49, 55, 57(e), 58(f)) and 
recommended Azerbaijan to stop the discriminatory practices against its own citizens, and redress the 
situation to achieve full protection of human rights for all its citizens, especially children. 

75. Holy See was well aware of the enormous contribution Azerbaijan has made to religious freedom and 
inter-religious dialogue. The Holy See draw the attention to the cumbersome registration process 
requested for religions and problem is the difficulty to obtain visas for clergy and religious personnel in 
general. The delegation recommended coming to a more streamlined, transparent registration process, and 
visa issuing. Finally, in order to foster a further dialogue between religions, the delegation recommends 
an educational and awareness program focusing on the different religions in the country.   

76. Islamic Republic of Iran noted that a Commission on Human Rights or Ombudsman is in place to 
redress human rights violations and that a national plan of action was approved.  It asked about measures 
taken to combat domestic violence; and for further explanation concerning the national strategy to 
increase transparency and combat corruption and relevant plan of action for 2007-2011. The Islamic 
Republic of Iran recommended Azerbaijan to further promote a culture of human rights among the 
society, to strengthen national capacities and to address shortcomings in the area of human rights 
promotion and protection, including the rule of law and adequate protection of vulnerable segments of the 
population.  

77. Poland recommended that Azerbaijan improve the living standards and conditions in prisons. Poland 
wished to learn how the authorities would explain the ban on foreign broadcasters using FM frequencies. 
Poland recommended that Azerbaijan take effective measures to ensure the full realisation of the right to 
freedom of expression. It congratulated Azerbaijan on the decision to extend a standing invitation to all 
special procedures of the Human Rights Council. 

78. Pakistan noted that the work being done under the adoption of the first National Plan of Action for the 
Protection of human is impressive. The penitentiary reform is a clear example of collective efforts. 
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Pakistan appreciated the priority being given to the issue of IDPs, to the elimination of violence against 
women and bringing all perpetrators to justice.      

79. Bangladesh hoped that the oil revenue will be used equitably across the population to raise their 
overall standard of life. Bangladesh added that the issue of gender mainstreaming and equality has been 
identified as a critical challenge and recommended that Azerbaijan continue to address the challenge in a 
purposeful manner. Bangladesh said that the issue of freedom of media should also be looked at and 
recommended that the Government of Azerbaijan continue to work in earnest to address some of the 
legitimate concerns in this regard. 

80. Senegal welcomed the possibility afforded to NGOs to submit draft legislation and to participate in 
the consideration and adoption of those bills, noting that it is a practice in which Azerbaijan could take 
pride. In the light of the excellent provisions adopted by Azerbaijan concerning human rights issues, 
Senegal encouraged Azerbaijan to hold fast to its course so as to strengthen its efforts in the area of 
protecting the rights of the child and eradicating poverty. 

81. Syrian Arab Republic stated that Azerbaijan achieved progress, inter alia, by the the protection of the 
independent judicial power of the courts including the Constitutional Court.  As a member of the CoE, 
Azerbaijan recognizes the jurisdiction of the European Court of Human Rights. It took note with 
appreciation of the efforts to provide all basic human services to more than one million Azerbaijani 
refugees and IDPs, especially women and children.  

82. Estonia noted the Law on Fighting against Trafficking in Human Beings and the relevant National 
Action Plan. Despite that, trafficking remains a serious problem in Azerbaijan and Estonia asked what 
steps have been taken to implement this National Action Plan with regard to the actual penalties to the 
perpetrators. Estonia recommended that Azerbaijan ensure the effective implementation of the National 
Action Plan against Trafficking and to provide the necessary assistance to the victims of trafficking. 

83. Chad encouraged Azerbaijan to continue its efforts to improve the human rights situation in the 
country and urged the international community to assist the country in coping with the challenges. 
However, Chad expressed concern at reports of the abortion of female foetuses by families which 
preferred not have female children.  

84. Afghanistan appreciated that places of detention were officially opened up to human rights 
organizations. Azerbaijan signed in 2000 an agreement permitting ICRC officials to visit convicted persons 
in detention without interference, and Afghanistan asked about the renewal status of that agreement. While 
welcoming the positive improvements in women and children’s rights, especially measures taken to combat 
domestic violence, Afghanistan recommended to continue efforts in this direction.  

85. Brazil commended the promulgation of the Gender Equality Act and Azerbaijan’s efforts towards the 
attainment of the MDGs. Brazil asked Azerbaijan to further elaborate on the measures taken to combat 
and punish domestic violence against women. Brazil encouraged Azerbaijan to accomplish progressively 
human rights goals as set up by HRC Resolution 9/12. Within that context Brazil recommended 
continuing efforts to further strengthen institutional and policy frameworks in the area of promotion and 
protection of human rights. Brazil also recommended that Azerbaijan take necessary measures aimed at 
prohibiting all forms of corporal punishment against children. 

86. Palestine noted that Azerbaijan’s approach constitutes a model in terms of promoting human rights 
despite existing obstacles such as the situation of refugees, displaced persons and economic difficulties. 
Palestine emphasised that Azerbaijan had been the first Muslim country to recognise the right of women 
to vote. Palestine recommended that Azerbaijan continue to take the necessary measures to increase 
transparency in local and national institutions and to optimise the country’s potential. 
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87. Ireland welcomed the implementation of certain recommendations during the visit by the Special 
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of freedom of opinion and expression in 2007. However, a 
number of journalists remain in prison which is of grave concern and Ireland asked, inter alia, what steps 
are taken to ensure the release of those journalists. Ireland recommended that the Government puts in 
place further measures a) to ensure respect for freedom of expression and of the media; b) to ensure that 
cases of alleged violence against, and wrongful imprisonment of members of the media are fully 
investigated; and c) to ensure that the Law of Libel is not utilised in such a manner as to stifle honest and 
professional reporting. Ireland recommended that the Law on Television and Radio broadcasting is 
amended as soon as possible to ensure that the licenses of international broadcasters can be renewed.  

88. Argentina called for the possibility for ratifying CDP. Argentina recommended that Azerbaijan 
implement active policies and awareness campaigns in order to overcome the situation of discrimination 
against women. Argentina also recommended Azerbaijan to step up its social integration policies and 
education programmes to eradicate the current situation of children living on the street who are victims of 
sexual exploitation and physical abuse.  

89. The Philippines inquired as to the main obstacles faced in implementing the national law and action 
plan against human trafficking and as to the measures it is taking to address high rates of maternal 
mortality. The Philippines recommended that Azerbaijan continue efforts to eradicate poverty, paying 
special attention to the situation of street children and children with disabilities. The Philippines also 
recommended that Azerbaijan share best practices in promoting religious tolerance and harmony in 
society. 

90. India appreciated efforts to reduce poverty and strengthen human rights, including those of its ethnic 
minorities and IDPs. India asked about Azerbaijan’s specific laws on gender equality and other efforts to 
impart greater awareness about gender sensitivity. Concern has also been expressed about the decline in 
education standards and school enrolment rates. India requested information on progress in reforming the 
judiciary and measures adopted to tackle human trafficking. 

91. In response to statements made, Azerbaijan noted that defamation and discrimination is a legal and 
social matter of a developing democracy. Individuals brought to courts in relation to this legislation are 
very rarely handled through criminal courts. Azerbaijan endeavours to improve its legislation, a special 
working group was established and appropriate provisions have been drafted.  

92. The delegation made reference to the Communication law according to which broadcasting takes 
place on the basis of a licence granted through a competitive process. Three foreign radio stations were 
closed because the law does not provide for foreign radios to broadcast on Azeri frequencies. The 
delegation hoped that progress will be made in this area. 

93. On freedom of assembly, Azerbaijan indicated that there is a law on this matter in line with 
international standards. The problem lies in the fact that sometimes gatherings are organised outside of 
indicated locations. In cooperation with international organisations, an appropriate monitoring is carried 
out. 

94. With regard to the Rome Statute, the delegation indicated that Azerbaijan was involved in its draft but 
that, notably, the concept of aggression should be clarified before Azerbaijan may proceed to ratification. 

95. In closing, Azerbaijan thanked everyone for the spirit of cooperation and will take direct note of 
recommendations. 
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أو التوصيات/ الاستنتاجات و- ثانياً  
  : التوصيات التاليةطُرحت على أذربيجانخلال المناقشات،   - ٩٦

؛ وزيـادة مواءمـة     )نـشتاين لخت(الانضمام إلى نظام روما الأساسي للمحكمة الجنائية الدولية           - ١
؛ ومواصلة الجهود   )إيطاليا( وممارستها مع أحكام اتفاقية مناهضة التعذيب        تشريعات أذربيجان 

ية، والمضي في تنفيذها علـى أرض الواقـع         لضمان توافق القوانين الوطنية مع الالتزامات الدول      
  ؛)مصر(

زيادة تشجيع ثقافة حقوق الإنسان في صفوف المجتمع، وتعزيز القدرات الوطنيـة، والتـصدي                - ٢
لأوجه القصور في مجال تعزيز حقوق الإنسان وحمايتها، بما في ذلك سيادة القـانون والحمايـة                

  ؛)إيران(الملائمة لشرائح السكان الضعيفة 

اصلة الجهود من أجل زيادة تعزيز أطر المؤسسات والسياسات العامة في مجال تعزيز وحمايـة               مو  - ٣
؛ والمضي في اتخاذ التدابير اللازمة لزيادة الشفافية في المؤسسات المحلية           )البرازيل(حقوق الإنسان   

 ـ     )فلسطين( قدرة البلد إلى أقصى ما يمكن        ورفعوالوطنية   سات ؛ وإنشاء آلية مشتركة بين المؤس
تشارك فيها الجهات الفاعلة ذات الصلة في المجتمع المدني، قصد تنفيذ توصـيات الاسـتعراض               

لس حقوق الإنسان وتوصيات الهيئات المنـشأة       الخاصة لمج جراءات  الإالدوري الشامل فضلاً عن     
  ؛)المكسيك(بموجب معاهدات 

 الدعم الكامل من الحكومة     السهر على حصول المبادرات النموذجية على المستوى الإقليمي على          - ٤
الفدرالية بغية التفكير في تطوير جملة من الأمور منها خدمة نظامية مستقلة ومنسقة على الصعيد         

؛ واتخاذ تدابير ملموسة لضمان     )النمسا(الوطني يمكن أن تستخدم كهيئة مرجعية ولصنع القرار         
عايـة وإمكانيـة تـصحيح      فحص المؤسسات على النحو الملائم فيما يتصل بمعايير جـودة الر          

  ؛)النمسا(التجاوزات والانتهاكات قصد زيادة فعالية نظام حماية الطفل 

دعوة قائمـة   ) الجمهورية التشيكية (وتنفيذ  ) النرويج(وإصدار  ) لاتفيا(الوفاء بالالتزام الطوعي      - ٥
  لجميع الإجراءات الخاصة التابعة لمجلس حقوق الإنسان؛

لمتوخاة بالفعل للتقليل من أي شكل من أشكال التمييز ضد المرأة حتى            مواصلة البرامج الوطنية ا     - ٦
؛ واعتماد تشريع محدد بشأن العنف ضد المرأة والزواج القسري، بما           )كوبا(القضاء عليها نهائياً    

يتفق وأحكام اتفاقية القضاء على التمييز ضد المرأة واتفاقية حقوق الطفل، لمنع ومكافحة التمييز 
؛ وتنفيذ سياسات نشطة وتنظيم حملات توعية للتغلب على وضع التمييز           )لمكسيكا(ضد المرأة   
؛ وتنظيم حملات عامة للتوعية بخصوص تساوي الفرص بين الرجل والمرأة           )الأرجنتين(ضد المرأة   

  ؛)بنغلاديش(؛ ومواجهة تحدي تعميم مراعاة المنظور الجنساني بطريقة هادفة )ليتوانيا(
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التحسيس /فاذ القوانين والمسؤولين القضائيين بتدريب محدد في مجال التعليم        مد المسؤولين عن إن     - ٧
من أجل حماية الطفل والمرأة والأشخاص من الأقليات من حيث التوجه الجنسي أو الهوية الجنسية 

  ؛)الجمهورية التشيكية(

دابير اجتماعية في إيلاء المزيد من الاهتمام لمكافحة العنف ضد المرأة، ولا سيما من خلال تنفيذ ت  - ٨
؛ واتخاذ جميع التدابير لتوفير فرص الوصول إلى العدالة لجميع النساء ضحايا            )الجزائر(هذا الميدان   

العنف، واتخاذ التدابير لحمايتهن وإعادة تأهيلهن، وتدريب سلطات الشرطة في مجال العنف ضد             
  ؛)فرنسا(المرأة 

نساء بشكل عام، لضمان سلامتهم في البيئة المترلية مواصلة وتكثيف الجهود نيابة عن الأطفال وال  - ٩
؛ وزيـادة   )إندونيـسيا (وإزالة أية حواجز تعرقل تعليمهم ونموهم ووصولهم إلى فرص متساوية           

ويجب أن تتاح لضحايا العنف المترلي      ). ليتوانيا(تطوير التدابير لمكافحة العنف المترلي ضد المرأة        
؛ واتخاذ خطوات ملموسة )ليتوانيا(ئمة والوصول إلى المأوى إمكانية استخدام سبل الانتصاف الملا

وضمان توفير جميع الموارد اللازمة للوكالات الحكومية قصد زيادة فعالية نظام حمايـة الطفـل               
؛ ومواصلة الجهود صوب التحسينات الإيجابية لحقوق المرأة والطفل، ولا سيما التدابير            )النمسا(

  ؛)أفغانستان(لي المتخذة لمكافحة العنف المتر

التدابير لنشرها وجعل تنفيذها أكثـر فعاليـة   اتخاذ لمرأة والطفل، فضلاً عن زيادة آليات حماية ا    - ١٠
  ؛)شيلي(

؛ واتخـاذ   )سـلوفينيا ( الأمم المتحدة بشأن العنف ضد الأطفال        التنفيذ الكلي لتوصيات دراسة     - ١١
الذين يتم إيقافهم، ،  الثامنة عشرة الأشخاص دون سنيخضعالتدابير اللازمة من أجل ضمان ألا       

؛ واتخاذ التدابير اللازمة )هنغاريا(للعقوبة الجسدية أو لأي أشكال أخرى من أشكال سوء المعاملة 
؛ والنهوض بـسياسات    )البرازيل(الرامية إلى حظر جميع أشكال العقوبة الجسدية بحق الأطفال          

 أطفال الشوارع   هالوضع الراهن الذي يعيش   الاندماج الاجتماعي والبرامج التعليمية للخروج من       
  ؛)الأرجنتين(الاستغلال الجنسي والاعتداء الجسدي ضحايا 

ا في ذلك من اتخاذ تدابير ملموسة لضمان الموارد اللازمة لزيادة الفعالية في حماية حقوق الطفل، بم  - ١٢
 ـ       خلال الرصد الفعال     ال، واسـتنباط   لأوضاع الرعاية في المؤسسات، وإنشاء آلية تظلم للأطف

وتكييف آليات جديدة لحماية الطفل تقوم على بحث جدي وإرشاد واسع النطاق، وإنشاء آليات 
؛ واتخاذ التدابير الملائمة لمزيد حماية حقـوق        )الجمهورية التشيكية (لتقديم خدمات كفالة الطفل     

  ؛)هنغاريا(الطفل 

 الاتجار وتقديم المساعدة اللازمة لضحايا      السهر على التنفيذ الفعلي لخطة العمل الوطنية لمكافحة         - ١٣
  ؛)إستونيا(الاتجار 
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التفكير في تعديل أو إلغاء التشريع الجنائي المتعلق بالقذف لحذف إمكانية حرمان أي شخص من   - ١٤
؛ وتغيير أحكام التشريع الجنائي المتعلقة بالقذف لإزالة الضغط  )هولندا(حريته على أساس الرأي     

؛ والسهر علـى عـدم      )ليتوانيا(ى الصحفيين الذين يؤدون مهامهم المهنية       الذي لا لزوم له عل    
  ؛)آيرلندا(ق الخناق على العمل الصحفي الصادق والاحترافي استخدام قانون التشهير بطريقة تضيِّ

 الكاملينضمان سهر جميع فروع الدولة، بما فيها أعوان السلطات العامة، على الاحترام والتعزيز   - ١٥
؛ وضمان الممارسة الكاملة لحرية التعبير وحرية جميع وسـائل الإعـلام            )السويد(عبير  لحرية الت 

الصحافة أو الإنترنت أو الإذاعة أو : المستقلة، الوطنية منها والأجنبية، بصرف النظر عن طبيعتها
؛ )بولنـدا (؛ واتخاذ تدابير فعالة لضمان الإعمال الكلي للحق في حرية التعبير          )فرنسا(التلفزيون  

ومواصلة العمل بإخلاص للتطرق للبعض من المشاغل المشروعة فيما يتعلق بحرية وسائل الإعلام             
؛ )آيرلنـدا (؛ وإقامة المزيد من التدابير لضمان احترام حرية التعبير ووسائل الإعلام            )بنغلاديش(

أن تعـزز   ؛ والسهر على    )السويد(والدعم الكلي لحرية وسائل الإعلام وفقاً للالتزامات الدولية         
  ؛)النرويج(قوانين وسائل الإعلام التنوع بما يتفق والمعايير الدولية وأفضل الممارسات 

التحقيق والمقاضاة بفعالية فيما يتصل بالجرائم والانتهاكات المرتكبة بحق الصحفيين والمدافعين عن   - ١٦
الرد السريع على   ؛ والسهر على    )النرويج(حقوق الإنسان، والسهر على معاقبة المسؤولين عنها        

مين تأاتخاذ التدابير الملائمة من أجل وشكاوى مضايقة الصحفيين والمدافعين عن حقوق الإنسان، 
؛ وإثناء المسؤولين الحكوميين عن مواصلة الممارسة الحالية المتمثلة في رفـع            )النرويج(سلامتهم  

؛ والسهر على )النرويج(دعاوى على الصحفيين والمدافعين عن حقوق الإنسان ممن يوجهون نقداً 
الإفراج عن جميع الصحفيين الذين يظلون في الاحتجاز على أساس محاكمات إساءة اسـتخدام              

؛ والسهر على التحقيق الكامل في جميع قضايا العنف )المملكة المتحدة(القذف أو التشهير الجنائية 
وجعل القوانين المتعلقة   ؛  )آيرلندا(المزعوم ضد أفراد وسائل الإعلام وسجنهم من دون وجه حق           

بالبث متفقة مع الأحكام ذات الصلة من العهد الدولي الخاص بالحقوق المدنيـة والـسياسية،               
والإفراج عن الأشخاص المحتجزين بسبب آرائهم السياسية، واعتماد ضـمانات تحمـي مـن              

 القـضاء   الاحتجاز والمحاكمة تعسفاً أو لأسباب سياسية، بما في ذلك من خلال تأمين استقلال            
  ؛)الجمهورية التشيكية ( كلياًالكامل وشفافيته

توسيع حريات وسائل الإعلام، ولا سيما الوصول إلى وسائل البث الإذاعي، وتنفيذ توصـيات                - ١٧
منظمة الأمن والتعاون في أوروبا فيما يتصل بإبطال الحظر على البث الإذاعي علـى الموجـات       

 البث التلفزيوني والإذاعي في أقرب وقت ممكن لضمان         ؛ وتعديل القانون بشأن   )كندا(المتوسطة  
؛ وإعادة النظر في قـرار أذربيجـان والـسماح          )آيرلندا(إمكانية تجديد تراخيص البث الدولي      

  ؛)المملكة المتحدة(للجهات غير الأذربيجانية بالبث الإذاعي على الموجات المتوسطة 

تعزيز الجهود لضمان حرية التجمع وتكوين الجمعيات، واحترام عمل المدافعين عـن حقـوق                - ١٨
؛ )هولنـدا (الإنسان، والسهر على تنفيذ التشريع المتعلق بالمنظمات غير الحكومية وفقاً لـذلك             

بـشأن حريـة    "لقـانون   ير اللازمة للسهر على عدم تطبيق السلطات المحلية ل        واتخاذ جميع التداب  
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بالنـسبة  ، والنظر في إلغاء الشرط السابق للموافقـة         بطريقة صارمة بشكل لا لزوم له     " عمالتج
للجمعيات العمومية كافة، واستبداله بالالتزام بالإخطار بالنسبة لمنظمـي التجمعـات العامـة           

؛ )الـسويد (؛ ودعم احترام الحق في التجمع السلمي، وضمان التنفيذ الفعال لهذا الحق             )ألمانيا(
 من ٢١ احترام الحق في حرية التجمع بما يتفق والتشريع المحلي والالتزامات بموجب المادة وتحسين

  ؛)كندا(العهد الدولي الخاص بالحقوق المدنية والسياسية 

؛ والمراعاة الكاملة )الفلبين(تقاسم أفضل الممارسات في تشجيع التسامح الديني والوئام في المجتمع   - ١٩
المعني بحرية الدين الرامية إلى تعزيز حرية الدين وضمانها الكامل لجميـع  لتوصيات المقرر الخاص  

؛ والقيام، قصد تشجيع مزيد من التحاور بين )إيطاليا(المجموعات الدينية في جميع أنحاء أذربيجان 
الكرسـي  (الأديان، باستنباط برنامج تعليمي وتحسيسي يركز على مختلف الأديـان في الـبلاد      

د عملية أكثر تنسيقاً وشفافية للتسجيل ولإصدار التأشـيرات لرجـال الـدين           إيجاو؛  )الرسولي
  ؛)الكرسي الرسولي(والموظفين الدينيين بشكل عام 

زيادة الجهود لضمان وفاء ظروف الاحتجاز وفاءً كاملاً بمعـايير حقـوق الإنـسان الدوليـة                 - ٢٠
 واتخاذ كافـة التـدابير      ؛)بولندا(؛ وتحسين مستويات العيش والأوضاع في السجون        )السويد(

اللازمة لتقليص فترة الاحتجاز قبل المحاكمة لجميع الأشخاص الموقوفين بسبب تُهـم جنائيـة،              
سيما الأحداث، وإنشاء مرافق احتجاز منفصلة للأحداث، فضلاً عن تحسين الظـروف في               ولا

والرعايـة  ؛ والتطرق للمشاكل المستمرة، من قبيل الاكتظـاظ         )ألمانيا(السجون بشكل عاجل    
الصحية غير الكافية، وإنشاء آليات مستقلة للإشراف على الأوضاع في مرافق الاحتجاز، مـع              
التركيز بـشكل خـاص علـى أوضـاع الأطفـال وحمايتـهم مـن العنـف والاعتـداء                   

  ؛)التشيكية  الجمهورية(

 شـكاوى   تحسين إدارة العدل، بما في ذلك إقامة نظام لتفتيش مراكز الاحتجاز ونظام لمتابعـة               - ٢١
؛ والسهر على التنفيذ الفعال لقانون العقوبات وقانون الإجراءات         )المكسيك(ادعاءات التعذيب   

؛ )إندونيسيا(الجنائية الذي يتضمن بعض الأحكام التدريجية فيما يتعلق برفاه المحتجزين والسجناء 
لعدل وإحراز المزيد   وتعجيل تنفيذ الإطار القانوني، فضلاً عن تحسين النُظُم والإجراءات لإدارة ا          

؛ والنظر في اتخاذ تدابير جوهرية من قبيل طلب المساعدة في           )شيلي(من التقدم في الإدارة العامة      
مجال بناء القدرات، والنهوض بفهم حقوق الإنسان وقدرة موظفي الـشرطة علـى التحقيـق               

  ؛ )اليابان(  الجنائي

ميع الأطفال، وإدماج حقوق الإنسان في مواصلة الجهود لتحسين وضمان الوصول إلى التعليم لج        - ٢٢
؛ ومواصلة توفير إمكانية الوصول إلى التعليم من نوعية رفيعة على جميع )الجزائر(البرامج المدرسية 

؛ والنظر في نشر المعلومات المتعلقة بأحكام اتفاقية مناهضة التمييز ضـد            )بيلاروس(المستويات  
ور، من خلال النظام التعليمي ومن خلال حملات        المرأة على نطاق واسع في صفوف عامة الجمه       

يجيات وطنيـة   ؛ واستنباط اسـترات   )ماليزيا(للتوعية وتوفير تدريب بشأن مراعاة تمايز الجنسين        
لتعليم لكافة الأطفال، وإدراجها في النظام المدرسي، علـى جميـع           لضمان تحسين الوصول إلى ا    
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التثقيف بحقوق الإنسان، وفقاً لخطة عمل البرنامج       المستويات، واتخاذ التدابير الملائمة في ميدان       
  ؛)إيطاليا (٢٠٠٩- ٢٠٠٥العالمي للتثقيف في مجال حقوق الإنسان للفترة 

اتخاذ تدابير ملموسة لزيادة تيسير أشكال الرعاية البديلة الأخرى، أي تشجيع نُظُـم الوصـاية                 - ٢٣
، بما يمنع تخلي الأسر عـن        الأساس والكفالة، فضلاً عن تطوير خدمات الدعم العائلي والمجتمعي       

؛ ومواصلة العمل المستدام في تنفيذ البرنامج الحكومي على مدى فترة عـشرة             )النمسا (أطفالها
  ؛)الاتحاد الروسي(أعوام لنقل الأطفال من المؤسسات الحكومية إلى الأُسر والرعاية البديلة 

 الممارسات مع البلدان التي يهمها الأمر       جهود الحد من الفقر، والتفكير في تقاسم أفضل       مواصلة    - ٢٤
 سـبل فعالـة   ؛ واستعراض برامج الحد من الفقر بغية التصدي لجذور الفقر واعتمـاد   )الجزائر(

ستئصال الفقر، مع الرامية إلى ا؛ ومواصلة الجهود )جنوب أفريقيا(جتماعية لمواجهة التحديات الا
  ؛)الفلبين(لمعاقين إيلاء عناية خاصة لوضع أطفال الشوارع والأطفال ا

تعزيز الجهود لتأمين الوفاء كلياً باحتياجات السكان الأساسية، وبشكل خاص في مجالات العمل          - ٢٥
؛ ومواصلة الجهود الجارية لتحسين مستويات عيش       )ماليزيا(والصحة العامة والتعليم والإسكان     

توزيع الد بحيوية ومن خلال السكان وتأمين الحماية الاجتماعية للسكان على أساس تنمية الاقتصا
 الاقتصادية  - دعم مستوى عالٍ من الحماية الاجتماعية       تقديم  ؛ ومواصلة   )كوبا(لائم للثروات   الم
  ؛)بيلاروس(

  ؛)كازاخستان(مواصلة العمل الفعال في مجال الدفاع عن حقوق الأسرة والمرأة والطفل   - ٢٦

؛ واحترام الحقـوق    )الجزائر(في الداخل   مواصلة الجهود لتوفير ظروف عيش مرضية للمشردين          - ٢٧
الاجتماعية والاقتصادية للجميع احتراماً كاملاً، بما في ذلك حقوق المشردين في الـداخل، بمـا         

والاجتماعية يتماشى مع الالتزامات المتعهَّد بها بموجب العهد الدولي الخاص بالحقوق الاقتصادية            
الالتزامات في إطار برنامج اللجنة الحكومية المعنيـة        المضي قدماً في الوفاء ب    والثقافية، عن طريق    

؛ وتشجيع وتعزيز التعاون والمساعدة الدوليين من أجل        )كندا(باللاجئين والمشردين في الداخل     
توفير برامج وآليات تُسهم في القضاء على تهديدات حقوق الإنسان للاجئين والمشردين والقيود             

  ؛)شيلي(المفروضة عليها 

ل لتوصيات الهيئات المنشأة بموجب معاهدات وتوصيات الإجراءات الخاصة والقيام، بهذا           الامتثا  - ٢٨
الخصوص، بإنشاء آلية لرصد الأقليات الإثنية وغيرها من المجموعات الضعيفة الأخرى، بمـا في              
ذلك المهاجرون وطالبو اللجوء، وتمكين هذه المجموعات من التمتع بجميع الحقوق التي يتمتع بها              

  ؛)المكسيك( السكان باقي

مواصلة الجهود لتعزيز وحماية حقوق الإنسان بالتعاون مع مجلس حقوق الإنسان ومفوضية الأمم   - ٢٩
  ؛)مصر(المتحدة السامية لحقوق الإنسان، على أساس ما تحدده أذربيجان من احتياجات 
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تعاون النشط مع المنظمات مواصلة الجهود البنّاءة في مجال التثقيف بحقوق الإنسان، بما في ذلك ال      - ٣٠
  ؛)الأردن(الدولية الرئيسية من أجل تحقيق هذه الغاية 

حل مشاكل اللاجئين والمشردين في     : مواصلة التعاون مع المجتمع الدولي، ولا سيما في مجالين هما           - ٣١
الفقـر وتحقيـق    حـدة    بشأن التخفيف مـن      ٢٠١٥- ٢٠٠٦برنامج الدولة للفترة    والداخل؛  
  ؛)نالسودا(  التنمية

المملكـة  (مواصلة الانخراط الكلي مع مجموعات المجتمع المدني في متابعة وتنفيذ هذا الاستعراض               - ٣٢
  ).المتحدة

وسيُدرج رد أذربيجان على هذه التوصيات في تقرير النتائج الذي سيعتمده مجلس حقوق الإنـسان في                  - ٩٧
  .دورته الحادية عشرة

 ليست وجيهة حيث    ٧٤ير في الفقرة    والتوصيات الواردة في التقر   وفي رأي وفد أذربيجان أن الملاحظات         - ٩٨
نها ليست صحيحة من الناحية الوقائعية ولا تمتثل لأساس الاستعراض المنصوص عليه في قرار مجلس حقوق الإنسان إ
  ".حقوق الإنسان التابع للأمم المتحدةبناء مؤسسات مجلس  "٥/١

اردة في هذا التقرير تعكس موقـف الدولـة المقدِّمـة للتقريـر     أو التوصيات الو  /وجميع الاستنتاجات و    - ٩٩
أنها تحظى بموافقة   أو التوصيات على    /ستنتاجات و ويجب ألاّ تُفسَّر الا   . الدولة موضع الاستعراض من التقرير     أو/و

  .الفريق العامل ككل
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