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Thank vou, Mr. President. FORUM-ASIA and ASK, along with Fluman Righrs FForum on UPR in
Bangladesh - a coabuon of 17 human rghts, women’s rights, labour and indigenous people’s and
development organizanons, seck 1o take this oppormunity ro highlight some of the key human rights
concerns and challenges ver to be etfecuvely addressed by the Government of Bangladesh.

W welcome the recent decision of the Government to establish mribunals for the mal of those
responsible under the Internanonal Crmes Act 1973 We remain dismaved, however, despite the
clectoral manifesto pledges and the Foreign Minister’s announcement at the last UPR Working
Group session regarding the policy of “zero tolerance”, such killings have conunued to rake place
without anv substantve etforts to investugate or take appropnate acton. Alarmungly, in the period
from January to Mav 2009 at Ieast 25 people have been killed extra-judicially by the Rapid Acoon
Barrahon, police and armyv. with the Government defending such acuon as sclf detense. In recards )
the frecedom of expression. the state media remains largeh controlled by the execuove with the focus

primarily being on the acoviges of Mimsters. There 15 @ growing media monopolizanon ot private

channels beng owned by polineal leaders. Violence GUAINRT WOMEeD remams 1o be of orave concern.
with 73 meaidents of rape or attempred rape. 4 dowry related violence, and 6 cases of ranwa relared
violence smee January 20090 No steps have been taken as vetr by the Government to announce a

review of laws and policies to ensure effectuve redress for the vicums of such violence.

Mr. president. the atorementoned issues are not exhausove, and we have ver seen any significant
measures taken in relaton to the powers for executive magistrates, cducaton for children with
disabilites and indigenous children. violence against children including corporal punishment. clhild
labor. expropriaton of the property right of minontes, occupational safery and health policy for
workers, caste-based discrimination, legal protecdon for migrant workers, rights of refugees, to

name a few.

In this respeet, we urge the Government of Bangladesh to make conerete. measurable and time
bound commitments to address those human rights 1ssues. This includes mvestigations into ongoing
and past human rights abuses, including war crimes, extrajudicial kallings, rorrure, and arbitran
detendon, and cases violence against women, minorities, and indigenous people, and providing
adequate reparation to vienms and families. The Government should ke priorn acton to consider
the pendimg private member’s bill on remedies for torture, Jt should also call for a clear road map
regardig repeal of diseriminatory laws, with particular emphasis on those atfectung religious
minorites. workers and persons with disabilives as well as juvenle justce and gender-biased
personal laws. The enacoment of the Domestic Violence Act needs to be a prionty with acoon o
implement the Sexual Harassment Guidelines as pronounced recently by the Fligh Court. We also

strongly urge the Government to take conerete steps for the full inlph*msm:ldrm of the peace accord

1 the Chittagong Thll Tracrs, Thank vou, Mr. President.
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