INTERNATIONAL PEN

FOUNDED 1921

Jit{ Grusa Eugenc Schoulgin Eric Lax Caroline McCormick
International President International Secretary Intermarional Treasurer Exccutive Dircetor

Brownlow House - so/51 High Holborn - London WC1V 6ER . United Kingdom
e-mail:info@internationalpen.org.uk  website: www.international pen.org.uk
telephone: +44 (0) 20 7405 0338 Fax: +44 (0) 20 7405 0330

12™ Session of the Human Rights Council
Consideration of the UPR Report - Afghanistan
(Thursday 24 September 2009)
Statement by International PEN
(N GO?‘-ill Consultative Status with EbbSOC)
. 17 September 2009

International PEN, the world association of writers representing members in 102 countries, -
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© ool oeo iR welcomesthe comments made by the Afghan State in its National Report
to the Human Rights Council, and are encouraged about its expressed support for the principles of
freedom of expression. International PEN amasl®#% note with satisfaction the Afghan government’s own
recommendation that it should develop strategies to protect freedom of expression, via legislation, and the
adoption of new policies for the protection, support and monitoring of human rights.

International PEN - -~ also welcome the positive statement by the Afghan State regarding the
importance of diversity of publications without prior authorisation and censorship, as well as the
expansion of access to internet and information technology.

However, we are seriously concerned about the decline in press freedom in recent months, in particular
the growing violence against journalists who continue to be targeted with apparent impunity. We. are

‘Encouraged by the recognition that the “intimidation of Journalists by terrorists and unprofessional
treatment of them by some government organs” is a challenge that the Afghan government will be
addressing, and look forward to a resulting decrease in such attacks.

International PEN . ' remain deeply concerned that the existence of ‘blasphemy’ laws, under which
a number of writers and publishers have been charged and imprisoned, sometimes being given the death
penalty, was not addressed in the Afghan State report, and therefore urge that removal of these laws be
among the recommendations made by this UPR. International PEN =~ . - will continue to press for
the release of those writers and publishers imprisoned through blasphemy legislation (e.g.: Article 130 of
the country’s Constitution).

Presidents Emeritus : Homero Aridjis - Ronaid Harwood CBE . Francis King CBE . Gyorgy Konrdd - Mario Vargas Llosa « Per Wiistberg

Vice Presidenns : Margarer Atwood « Andrei Bitov « Alexandre Blokh » Sook-Hee Chun « J.M. Coctzee « Ge wges Emmanued Clancier
Moris Farhi MBE « Gloria Guardia » Nadine Gordimmer » N ancy Ing . Lucina Kathmann « Joarne Leedom-Ackermian » Predrag Matvejevic
Toni Morrison - Boris A, Novak « Antonio Olinto « Michael Scammel » Thomas von Viegesack

Board : Tnternational President « Internarional Secretary - International Treasurer « Cecilia Baledzar » Michael Butscher
Takeaki Hori » Mohamed Magani « Elisabeth Nordgren « Kristin T. Schnider » Haroon Siddiqui




