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Excellencies,

Looking forward to the future Council’s UPR Working Group sessions, it is my opinion that
some existing practices and rules regarding particularly the Working Group reports require
additional clarification, as follows:

first, the Working Group report is of a factual nature and should reflect what was said in the
room by the State under review and participating delegations;

second, all conclusions and/or recommendations contained in the UPR Working Group report
reflect the position of the submitting State(s) and/or the State under review and they should
not be construed as endorsed by the WG as a whole;

third, all recommendations made during the review should be treated equally and listed only
once in the body of report in its conclusions/recommendations section;

fourth, all recommendations should constitute a part of the outcome of the UPR and as such
the State under review should clearly communicate to the Council its position on all received
recommendations;

fifth, all recommendations should focus on the human rights issues and comply with the basis
of review as defined in HRC res. 5/1.

I do believe that by reaffirming these practices and rules through applying them in a
consistent manner to all States under review, we will contribute to strengthening the UPR
credibility and to the successful second cycle of the UPR, taking into account one of its
principles, which is an equal treatment of all States under review.

Please accept, Excellencies, assurances of my highest consideration.

nigiusz A. Henczel
President of the Human Rights Council

To all Permanent Representatives to the United Nations Office in Geneva
Geneva



