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ADOPTION OF UPR REPORT ON ISRAEL

Conscience and Peace Tax International (CPTI) regrets the rejection by Israel of the
recommendation contained in Para, 100 sub-para (22) of the Report of the Working Group
(A/HRC/10/76), that it “cease imprisoning conscientious objectors and consjder granting
the right to conscientious objectors instead to serve with a civilian body instead of with
the military.”

We would draw the attention of the Council to the comments on the situation of
conscientious objectors in Israel contained in our written statement under Item 3
(A/HRC/10/N GO/68).

In the Working Group, Israel's Deputy Attorney' General stated - and [ quote verbatim -
“Israel’s Supreme Court has addressed the issue in a number of cases, and in particular

It so happened that when the evidence for the Third Session of the Working Group had to
be submitted at the end of July 2008, there was a relative lull in imprisonments of
conscientious objectors in Isracl. However in August a new round of imprisonments
began following the publication of a letter in which a group of male and female final year

o UN Webcast of the UPR Working. Group, 4% December 2008, afiernoon
: (http://www.un.org/webcast/unhrc/archive.asp?go=081204#pm) Closing comments and answers
by Israel, ( Mr. Malkiel Blass, Deputy Attorney General, Legal Counselling) (4°49” ),




high school students - the Shministim - indicated their refusal to serve in the army of
occupation in the Palestinian Territories. Since then nine conscientious objectors have
been sentenced to a total of 22 terms of imprisonment in Israeli military detention
facilities; Raz Bar-David Varon received her fifth sentence (30 days) on 3rd February.

Surprisingly, at the moment, all the imprisoned conscientious objectors have completed
their latest sentences and been released, as have two reservists who refused to take part in
the recent military action in Gaza. Several of the conscientious objectors are however

anticipating a further call-up, followed by 2 renewed sentence of imprisonment for their
refusal, unless they recant their objection. Quite apart from the violation of the freedom
of thought, conscience and belief, this practice breaches the principle of re bis in idem;

that no person should be punished twice for the same “crime”.

CPTI therefore calls upon Israel to reconsider its reaction to this recommendation, and in
particular to permit young persons who wish to serve their country, but whose conscience
prevents them from doing so in the current military striucture, to undertake a civilian
alternative service.




