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Madam President,
' Madam High Commissioner,
Excellencies, Permanent Representatlves,

Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen.

On behalf of the Unlted Repubhc of Tanzanla I am both humbled and
. elevated to have the honour of addressmg the plenary of the Human Rights

Council on thls occasion of the adoptron of our first Unrversal Periodic

_ Review Outcome

" My delegatron partlopated in the Worklng Group sessron for the revrew of- |
"‘ 'the human nghts srtuatlon of our country in October last year We
approached the review process with an open and transparent splnt we-
had a very. enrlchlng and constructlve dlalogue Wlth the drstrngurshed 4_
.members of the Worklng Group, shanng wrth them all the posrtrve‘

- developments our pnontres as well as the rema|n|ng challenges

Madam Pres:dent | |
During the course of the Worklng Group review session, 54 delegatrons
took the ﬂoor formulatlng questrons and recommendations. I would like to,

'once again, thank  all the Member states: and Observers of the Human' .
Rights Council for their active contnbutron to a meanrngful and credible
dialogue on the performance of Tanzanra “with regard to adhenng to our
international human nghts obllgatrons I would like to assure the Council
‘and all the delegations here present that the Government of the United

Repubhc of Tanzania. has given its full attention to aII the recommendatlons




Madam President,

The Unlted Republlc of Tanzanla recelved 153 recommendatlons in total,
clustered in a number of thematic. issues. We agreed to 96
recommendatlons dlrectly in the Working Group, 4 recommendatlons did
ot enjoy our support and 53 were deferred for further consrderat|on In
their thematlc order, they focus on the scope of lntematronal obllgatrons
_leglslatlon rnfrastructure, pollcres dlscrlmlnatlon rlght to? llfe
- admlnrstratlon of justice, rlght to privacy, freedom of expressron nght to
work standard of living, educatlon lndrgenous peoples and their nghts “

| ollaborahon wrth civil socrety as well as technlcal assrstance

'- Madam Pres’ident )

»‘Regardlng the accepted recommendatlons I wrsh to state that they_j .

correspond mostly to areas that we have. already |dent|ﬁed in the course of

the preparation of the. Natlonal Report as crucral areas Whlch requlre‘ "
further attention. They are essentlal to the context of the efforts for.
_I.promotlng human rlghts in Tanzanla The recommendatlons address a wide .
lrange of lssues some of Wthh are partly lmplemented In other areas.
"they affirm our commitment to exrstrng pollcres and reatﬁrm the polrtrcal" | |
.'.Wl” to accelerate the process of lmplementatron through the relevant |
natlonal plans ‘and agenda in the years ahead. - Therefore “the |
recommendations were accepted with a strong willingness to redouble our

; 'efforts for the. sake of 1mprovement of human nghts of our people




\

Madam President,

With regard to these accepted recommeridations let me now review some

significant changes that have occurred since our ’Report last October;

'Some delegatrons had recommended that the Government accelerates the

formation of a Specral Commrssmn to supervrse the Constrtutlonal reforms. |

I am now delighted to lnform thrs august body that the Constltutlonal

‘Review Bill has been passed into law known as the Constrtutronal Revrew_
“Act No 8 of 2011. It has been enacted for purposes of provrdlng for the

'establlshment of the Constrtutronal Revrew Commrssron WhICh erl among -

- other thrngs be responsrble for coordlnatlng and collectlng pubhc opinions

on the new Constitution, examlnrng and analyzrng pubhc opinions, as well

| '_as preparing and submlttrng the Final Report on the public oplnlons The .
Act also provides for a procedure. for constrtutlng the Constltuent assembly, ‘
the conductlng of the: referendum as well as other related matters This

3 ‘mechanrsm to a Iarge extent, has estabhshed a clear modahty of access |

- for the public to give lnput rn ‘the process of reviewing the Constltutlon It

has: been set in a way that publlc oplnrons will be thoroughly consrdered'

and those agreed by consensus will be mcluded |nto the new Constrtutron "

~ Similarly, »pUrs’uant to the provisions of the Act ‘His Excellency ,the‘

President, has through Government Notlce No 66 of February 2012. '

ex_tended “invitations to Polrtlcal Partres Religious Institutions, the Crvrl
Society and other interested groups - to each submit three names of
people they recommend to be considered for membership of the

: Constltutronal Review - Commlssron Suffices to state that the Commrssron is
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expected to commence its work before end of June this year,
' Madam President,

Regarding the recommendation to finalize the Natlonal Action Plan on
~ Human Rights, I would lrke to state that, in keeplng with its obllgatrons
arising from the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action that was
adopted in Vienna in 1993,_Tanzanla has continued to engage all relevant
| stakeh’olders involved in this task Indeed itis- 'hearte}ning to note that, as
one of Tanzanlas pnontles enumerated in the National Report the -
) development of this lmportant framework is now progressing well. Already,
- a Natlonal Technlcal Commlttee comprised of the members from the
o Government the Commrssron for Human nghts and Good Governance and.-.
the Civil socrety is in place for Spearheadlng these efforts. It lS also worth
1o note that the UNDP under one UN framework is supportlng thlS lnrtlatlve»

The development of the Draf‘t Natlonal Human nghts Actlon Plan s

expected to be flnalrzed by June 2012

‘We shall contlnue to update the Councrl on the lmplementatlon of the

already accepted recommendatlons |

Madam Presudent :

Allow me to move to the recommendatlons WhICh did not enjoy our
) support As already stated We outnghtly reJected 4 recommendatlons on
the occasron of the consrderatlon in the Worklng Group, these pertaln to"
issues of homosexuallty as well as abolltlon of the bride’ pnce and

'polygamy As for the same sex. unions, we lndlcated our firm posrtlon that
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”these are not culturally as well as legally accepted in Tanzanla They were
further rejected on the basis that they violate and lnfnnge cultural,
religious and moral norms of our society. The recommendatlon on the
abolition of the bride price and polygamy is yet another area which is
benchmarked on the enJoyment of cultural and religious rights of our‘
people, at the same time safeguarding the importance of these values.
Madam President |
| ThlS now brings me to the deferred recommendatlons I would llke to
relterate once -again that Tanzanra beneﬂted lmmensely from all the

?v1ews expressed by all delegatlons dunng the- process of the revrew In

view of the nature of the deferred recommendatlons we took them back to o

':the Capltal for further consrderatlon and consultations. Suffice to state that

‘these are lssues which we belleved reqUIred exhaustive deliberations both
within the Government and in the pubhc sphere before any commitment

could be made by the Government In this respect we are glad to report

that durlng ‘the lntervenlng consultatlve penod we have consrdered the -

! substance of each and every one of the recommendat|ons This has been
.done with active partlcrpatlon of all relevant stakeholders from both within |
'and outsrde the Government takrng mto account that broad based

consultatlons has been our guiding pnnclple throughout the UPR process
Madarn President

Indeed in order to garner vrews of all relevant stakeholders concerning our
posmon on the recommendatlons a stakeholders workshop was organized

. zn December 2011 under the ausplces of the Government of the Unlted



Republlc of Tanzanla and the UN. Stakeholders views and comments were
considered and mcorporated into the Addendum on Vrews on Conclusions-
and or Recommendations, Voluntary Commitments and Replies submitted
~ to this forum. Itis our sincere hope that, this informati‘on will pave way for
other short, medium} and long term processes or deCisions that will be
delrberated upon and approved by the Cablnet for some of the remalnrng

- pertinent recommendatrons
_Madam Presi'dent, :
._‘I am"h'appy to announce that from the-Addendum which naé --b'een availed -
for -circulation during thrs meetlng, we have accepted some ‘more
Trecommendatrons bnngrng our ﬂnal number of accepted recommendations -
to 107 in full and 13 rn part Regardrng the remalnlng recommendatrons |

| ~ that we could nhot agree to at this stage we -would llke to emphasize that |

an 1nc|usrve dralogue and a debate on them Wl” certamly contrnue

Allow me now t‘ouc'h on _theispec'ificsof the deferred recommend‘ations..

- (a) Accessnon/ Ratrfucatson of core Intematnonai Human Raghts_ .
Instruments : -

| Madam Pressdent Tanzanla agrees in part with the recommendatrons to
consider ratifyrng other core lnternatronal human rlghts mstruments as
demonstrated in the Draft Worklng Group Report ‘We take our obllgatronsd-

'very senously and our focus is on ‘ensuring the full and effective |

" lmplementatlon of our treaty oblrgatlons While Tanzania may not be a

party - to a particular Treaty yet it does not mean that in practrce its
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policies are not already fully or largely in compliance with its provisions. We
- w1l| continue to study the technical and resource lmpllcataons of acceding
to further maJor human rlghts treaties in keeplng with our pollcy to
keep the core lnternatlonal human rights  instruments under constant
study. To this end I am happy to inform this Council, of our intention to
'.consnder accession to the International Convention Agamst Torture and
-Other Cruel Inhuman or Degradlng Treatment or Punlshment among

other lnstruments. This proces_s is at the stage of cabinet approval.
- (b) Standmg/ open mv:tatlons for specnal procedures

' .Madam Pres:dent Wlth regard to |ssu|ng or extendlng an open |
~invitation for spedal procedures .1 wish to state that Tanzanla has been
.regularly recesvmg Special Rapporteurs and will continue to work Wlth other-

: Specnal procedure mechanlsms of the Human nghts Council taking its

capacity, the pnonty areas for the country as well as the need for adequate b

preparatlons for such visits.

Whlle the United Republlc of Tanzanla is commltted to cooperate Wlth this
. _august body and its special mechanlsms i am pleased to inform you that
our Government lS also working with other mechanisms. At this moment of
the adoptlon of our report a Country ReV|eW Mission Team of the African
' Peer Review Mechanism’ is. in- the Country reviewing good governance -
'lss.ues on. four ‘thematic areas. These are democracy. and . polltlcal
-governance | economic  and management governance, - corporate’
governance and ~ socio- economic  governance. Likewise on the ZO”’-

: September 2011 Tanzania commltted itself to Jonn the Open Government -
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Partnership (OGP) initiative which aims at making Gover'nment business

more open to its citizens. It aims at improving public service delivery,
government_ responsiveness, and combating corruption and build greater
trust. OGP also provides an -opportunity for Tanzania to hasten, enhance

~and promote good governance.

-In this. regard requests for visits will be considered positively on a case by

case basrs on the strength of merit of each proposal

(c) Abolition of the - Death Penalty and establlshment of a De

-, jure moratorlum,,

Madam Presudent Some delegatlons recommended that we . should

~consider abolltlon of- the death ‘penalty and or. formalize the de facto

moratorium as a step towards its complete abolltlon We wish to state -

' »categorlcally that thrs recommendatron does not enJoy our support due to

the posrtlon stated in our National Report and the Statement delrvered'

| dunng our revrew in October We would lrke to emphasrze that Tanzania

attrrbutes the lmportance of the publrc at large in debatmg on the

- appropnateness of this penalty, hence the Government cannot srngle-}

handedly abolish this form of punishment without mvolvmg the. people of |

Tanzanla ‘While holdmg our prmcrpled posrtlons that honor Wldely accepted

| vrews and opmlons of our people ‘the Government shall in collaboratron

L wrth other stakeholders contmue to educate the publlc on the worlds

, general trend towards death penalty

L
|
.



Madam President,” |

As for the establishment of a de jure moratorium, It is our considered view |
that, in view of its connection with the issue of death penalty, internal
consultatrons as well as public opinion should be grven highest
‘consrderatlon Furthermore, we do also believe that, most of these

contentious or burning issues will be-delrberated upon in the forthcoming

- constitutional review prbcess. | | |

. (d) Protection of women and grrls from sexual vrolence also in
' marrlage :

Madam Pres:dent this bnngs me to the recommendatlons advanced that '.

Tanzanra should Step up its efforts to protect women and grrls from. gender |

-based violence also ln marrrage The issue of gender based violence is a-

matter of concern for the Government as Well as other actors A nurnber of
"'measures lncludrng Iegal and social campargns have been taken by the
Government in collaboratron wrth the Civil Socrety in order to address the
lssue of gen'der based violence. The Constitution of the Unrted Republrc of :
‘ .Tanzanra prohrbrts dlscrlmrnatlon on the basis of among other things sex
and gender. The Penal Code Cap 16 of the laws and the Sexual Offences . |
Special Pr_ovrsrons Act-criminalize various forms of gender and sexual based

' vi‘olence including rape, sexual.assault and ha'rassrnent sex work and"
B traﬁﬁckrng Whr[e this recommendation enJoys our support in -part, we do

not accept any rmportatron of the concept of mantal rape embedded there

1n.



Madam Presrdent we are. mlndful of the fact that the issue of marltal
rape should be addressed in the backdrop of competlng needs for ensuring
the sustainance and sanctity of marriage as an institution at the same time
wrth the need to criminalize rape in all its forms. Much as sexual violence is
outlawed in our penal system, the leglslatlon/ln questlon only recognizes
4‘ ,statutory' rape for separated couples and girls under eighteen years o’f age
| I'Wlth the diverse oplnlons and issues on the subJect the questlon of :
| ,. lntroducmg mantal rape for marned couples belng an alien concept in the | |

'country leqwres a deeper Wlder and culturally sensrtlve debate

() ) - The right to educatlon, Vlolence agamst children mcludmg '
corporal punlshment » ,

Madam- Presrdent Regardlng our posrtlon on corporal punlshment lnq
.relatlon to the rlght to educatlon We wish to state from the outset that the
same does not apply in the educatlonal settlng Corporal punlshment lS’
provided for by law as part of our penal system and is admlnlstered under
the Corporal Pumshment Act and its Regulat|ons as well as the Prisons Act ..
to persons convicted of certain offences Thls punlshment is not appllcable-.
to’ females and males who are.over ﬂfty ﬂve years The procedure for thel p
" administration of the punlshment has strict controls to eliminate any

likelihood of arbltranness and to ensure ‘the protectlon of the health of the;

~ concerned. Asa result of these procedures and controls, the sentence has

-7 not been administered for more than a decade.
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Madam President, in addition to' what 1 have"already stated, it is
| “pertinent to note that, canning (and not corporal punrshment)

admlnrstered to pupils and students for acts .of gross rnd|scrplrne ‘The
" Education Act and its Regulations prescribe a strict framework within which
it is to be admmrstered in schools. Therefore canning of miscreant students
in schools is viewed as a legitimate and acceptable form of punrshment in
‘Tanzania. It was not the intention of the law makers that it should be
'vrolent abusrve and or degrading but rather a constant reminder for puplls

~ to adhere to educatron gurdehnes and regulatlons in schools

(f) Mlmmum age of marrlage for boys and grrls

Madam Pres:dent during the course of the review, some delegatrons had :

'recommended for the mrnlmum age of marrrage for boys and girls to be set

at 18 The Law of Marnage Act has been a sub]ect of a protracted debate.

" The debate pertarns to .issues of gender equahty specifically rights of
women and girls. The Legislation is currently in the process of review rn_

~order to take on board the rlghts of - every citizen. The drfﬂcult challenge -

facrng this process pertarns to sensitive issues of culture, traditions and

rehgron with the rights of some sectrons of the society especrally women

"‘, and grrls Thls makes the process to be dehcate and if not properly -
handled may be volatlle A Government whrte paper has been prepared in -

order to engage a dialogue of the people for the purpose of obtaining a |

. balanced position in the matter.
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(g) Media Law and Freedom of the press

Madam President, Some delegations had recommended for the adoption
of the new media laws enshrining the freedom of the preSs. Four months
ago, we stated before the Working Group, that the Government is
determined to review its laws governing' freedom of the press in -Tanzania
‘We are: happy to update the Council that the Cabinet Papers for both the

Media and Newspapers Bill in respect of Tanzanla Mainland are in theit final _

| 'Jstage of completlon at the Cabinet Ievel As for Tanzania: ZanZIbar the

 process for enactlng the R|ght to Informatlon Bl“ is stlll in an lﬂltlal stage
'We shall update the Coundil on the progress made W!th regard to thls
| process at an opportune time. |
-“'(h) The rlght to. assembiy throughout the process of revnewmg‘ N
the Constltutnon S -

Madam Presndent, On the recommendatlon for the respect of the right to .'

| assembly- throughout the process of reviewing the Constitution, I am

'pleased once- again to announce that, this recommendation has enjoyed

. our support as the. Constltutlonal Revnew Act no 8 of 2011, has taken care
' of thls fundamental ~aspect. The Act contalns prowsrons Wthh prov:de for

: the nght to assembiy and partnopatlon throughout the Constltutlonal

I’eVI ew process
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(i) Recognition of the notion of the Indigenous peoples and
their rights. ‘ : ‘

Madam PreSIdent ‘During the consideration of our National Report last
year, I explamed to the Worklng Group - on Tanzamas ~position on
indigenous peoples In a nutshell -we indicated that the term ‘an N
| |nd|genous peoples |s not applicable as all Tanzanlans of African descent
| are indigenous to Tanzanla The position remains the same. However, the
Government . recogrizes the vulnerablhty of some of the marglnallzed

communltles and to this end it has been responswe of their needs and it

~will surely contmue to do S0.

6 Submlssmn of a Midterm Report to the Human nghts
Council. |

Madam Presndent Submlssmn of a M|d Term: Report to the Human R|ghts |

~ Council on the lmplementatlon of UPR Recommendatlons sounds to be one

of the best practices for the States to adopt. However, glven the resource
and tlme lmphcatlons for carrying out ‘this exercise, we are of the
) 'con51dered view that, we will continue to honour our human nghts'
obllgatlons by among other thlngs reportlng regularly to the sessions of -'
~this Councn and other Treaty Bodies as and when necessary just before'

our next follow op_ to the process in 2016.
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Madam President,

The success of the UPR process is based on how we are able to translate
this process into concrete action. We are mindful of the fact that this

requires sustained effort and political will. We are determined to engage

the " civil society and other relevant stakeholders in the process of .

'_implementationof the UPR recommendations. Suffices to state that, the

~ recommendations WI” be “translated into Krswahlh our -national language'
~and dlssemlnated to the public and within our natlonal lnstltutrons At this ',

| Juncture let me. also reiterate’ that, we WIH keep on the momentum in our.

rnternatlonal human nghts obhgatlons Let me urge the 1nternatlonal

"communlty partlcular!y the United Nations. to contlnue in lendrng full -
support to efforts belng “made by the Government towards the_"
rmplementatlon of its. human nghts obhgatlons VVe shall contrnue to value .

| .both technical and ﬂnancral support from development partners and the

One UN system

In conclusron Madam Presndent we look forward to further 1nteract|on',

" during this session, as our ambition in this. process has always been to

learn in order to erhance our ability to protect and promote human rights -

- of our people effle,'ctively..

I thankiyou for your kind attention.»

14



