AMNESTY .

_ INTERNATIONAL

20 March 2013
Check against delivery

UN Human Rights Council
Twenty-fifth session, 3- 28 March 2014

Item 6:
Consideration of UPR reports

Jordan

Mr. President,

Reports of torture and other ill-treatment in detention in Jordan persist and so,
Amnesty [nternational welcomes Jordan’s commitment to amend legislation to end
impunity for torture, to ensure victims’ right to justice and compensation, and to
strengthen efforts to prevent torture and other ill-treatment in detention facilities.*
That said, Amnesty International is disappointed with Jordan's rejection of all
recommendations to ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture
and urges it to reconsider its position.?

Amnesty International has frequently raised concerns about the use of
administrative detention and therefore welcomes Jordan's acceptance of a number
of recommendations aimed at limiting the use and duration of administrative
detention and ensuring that all detainees are brought ,before an independent
judicial authority promptly after arrest and charged with a recognizably criminal
offence, or else promptly reieased.®

Mr President,

Amnesty International is also concerned that the State Security Court continues to
be used to try civilians, who, under international human rights law, should be
tried in civilian courts. Amnesty International welcomes Jordan’s support of
recommendations to abolish the State Security Court and to ensure fair and
equitable judicial proceedings, and looks forward to swift implementation of these
important recommendations.*
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While Amnesty International is concerned about the practice of using legislation
to criminalize peaceful political dissent in Jordan, we recognize Jordan's
acceptance of many recommendations to promote freedom of expression,
association and assembly.® Building on these commitments, we urge Jordan to
amend the Penal Code, the Press and FPublications Law, the Law on Societies, and
the Law of Information System Crimes.¢

Discrimination against women in law and practice is widespread and it is therefore
regrettable that Jordan has rejected recommendations to withdraw their
reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women,” as well as to amend the Citizenship and Nationality Law to
enable Jordanian women to pass on their nationality to their children and spouses
on an equal basis with Jordanian men.®2 We urge Jordan to keep these
recommendations under review with a view to implementing them in due course.

Finally, Mr. President,

Amnesty International recognizes the enormous effort made by Jordan to
accommodate more than half a million refugees from Syria, which has clearly put
significant strains on the country at large. However, we hope that Jordan will
commit to guaranteeing the rights of refugees and asytum-seekers to non-
refoulement.®

| thank you Mr. President.
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