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Figures and Table: Evidence of trends in household energy affordability 

 

 

 

Figure 1 

 

Real price 

flattened in 

2011 but rose 

again in 2012. 

 

Compare figure 

2, in nominal 

cents per kWh, 

prices stabilised 

but did not fall 

in 1998-2000. 

 

 

  

 

Figure 2 

 

NZ is unique in 

its continuous 

rise in prices.  

 

Differing 

exchange rates 

distort levels, 

but not 

continuity of 

the trend. 

 

Germany and 

Denmark, not 

shown, had 

considerably 

higher prices in 

2011. 



 

Grey Power Federation NZ. Submission to the Universal Periodic Review of Human Rights 17/06/2013   

 

2 

 

Figure 3 

 

Household fuels 

other than 

electricity rise 

in lockstep with 

electricity 

 

Gas users with 

expensive 

appliances, less 

elastic 

 

Firewood users 

who can get 

free firewood,  

more elastic 

  

Energy expenditure as % of gross (before-tax) income 

Source: Household Economic Survey data, Statistics NZ 

 

Figure 4 

 

Lowest decile 

spends by far 

the most. 

 

All income 

groups have the 

% of income 

spent on energy 

rising with time. 

  

 

Figure 5 
source: Electricity 

Authority 

<www.ea.govt.nz> 

 

Disconnections 

fell sharply with 

new guidelines 

for medically 

dependent 

customers in 

2007, have 

since risen to 

near previous 

high 
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Table 1 

 

 

  
 

Source: Source :<www.canstarblue.co.nz/services/electricity-provider> 

 

http://www.canstarblue.co.nz/services/electricity-provider

