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BRUNEI DARUSS_ALAM

Mr. President, e e o

Amnesty International is disappointed that Brunei DarUSsaIam has 'rejected .
numerous recommendatlons aimed at strengthenmg respect for and protechon of |
‘human rights.” , _

A number of states ra|sed concems about the revnsuons to the Pena! Code based
on Shari'a law, which came in to force earlier this year." Amnesty International
shares these concerns and notes that the revised law now includes a range of
provisions that violate key human rights, by widening the scope of offences -
punishable by the death penalty, expanding the lmposmon of cruel and degradlng
punishment, restricting the rights to freedom of expression. and rel:glon and in -
' openly dlscnm:natmg agalnst women and gzrls R S

In measures that could amount to torture relatlvely minor offences, such as
drinking liquor or theft, can be punished by whipping or amputatlon Fven,
children can be sentenced to amputations.. Judicial caning remains a common |
punishment for crimes such as theft, possession of drugs, and immigration .

. offences. At least threé canlng sentences are known to have been carrled outin
2014. : : ‘

N We note that Brunei has yet to ratify the Con(rentlon against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degradmg Treatment or Punishment, and we are dlsappomted
that Brunel has rejected all recommendatlons to thls eﬁect 3o

! AIHRC!27M1 recommendatlons 113 48 (USA) 113, 58 (Ireland) 113 60-113. 61 (Itaty
Netheriands) 113 63<113.69 (Sweden, UK, Australia, Spain, Canada, Netherlands)

2 hitp:/Awww.amnesty. orgfen/newslbrunel—darussalam -penal-code-2014-04-30 '
® AMHRG/27/11, recommendations 113.10-113.17 (Egypt, Tun|3|a Australia, Czech Republlc
Djibouti, France Portugal Slerra Leone, Sweden) : _ ) ,




Mr President,

Wh[le Brunei retalns the death penalty in law it has remalned aboh’nonlst in
practice. However, under the revised Penal Code, conduct such as extramarital
sexual relations and consensuai sex between peop[e of the same gender which
is not crrmmal under international law, is not only criminalized, but punishable
‘with stoning to death. The revised law also imposes the death penalty for arange
of offences which do not meet the threshold of the “most serious crimes” under.
infernational law, rncludmg robbery and rape ' ' o :

The revised Penal Code also rntroduces laws that drscnmrnate againSt'Wornen ,
and girls, including by punishing abortion with publro floggmg, and out of-
marrrage pregnancy W|th fines or;arl terms - :

Criticism of the new Penal Code has been met with a stark warning by the Sultan |
of Brunei that mocklng the king, Islamic scholars or Shan a Iaw |tself would be g
oategonsed as offences under the Penal Code

Fmally, Mr Presu‘ient

Despite guarantees in Bruner S Constrtutlon of retlgrous freedom laws and
policies restrict this right for Muslims and non-Muslims alike. The revised Penal
Code significantly expands the scope of the restriction and the penalties for

- offences, including by imposing the death penalty on offences such as mocking
the Prophet Muhammad and by criminalizing exposing Muslim chlldren to the

' behefs and practices of any relrgion other than tslam

Amnesty Internatlonal strongly urges the government to reconsider its decision to
reject key human rights recommendations. In particular, it must urgently bring its
new Penal Code in hne Wlth mternaﬂonal human rlghts Iaw and standards

Thank you, Mr. Pre_3|dent. .

4 http:/Adww.un. org!apps/news/story asp’?Newle 4?552# U_6SH Itho .
® http://advocacy.globalvoicesonline. org/2014/03/05/sultan of—brunel threatens orltlcs—of-shana~
law/ ' _



