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President,

| am pleased to address the Council in connection with the adoption of the
outcome of Norway's second Universal Periodic Review.

. Norway strongly supports the UPR process, which represents a unique
opportunity for alI countries to undertake a review of their human rights
situation. '

Throughout the process, we have had a transparent cooperation with civil
society. A draft report was cwculated among civil society actors in Norway, and -
they were invited to give their views. Their critical assessment and constructive
advice on areas where there was dlsagreement with the government or Where
it was deemed that we need to improve, has been of key importance to the.
process. The UPR has contributed to a strengthened dialogue between civil -
society and Norwegian authorities on a range of human rights related issues.

We received 203 recommendations on a number of issues, including the
establishment of a new National Institutlon ratification of international

instruments, racism, discrimination, vnolence agamst women, to mention some. -

.Norway welcomes all the recommendatlons made during the review, Each of
‘them has been subject to careful consideration by relevant authorities. We
have accepted 150 recommendations. In our response to the




recommendations, we have made extensive comments, We have also
explained why we are notin a p.osition to accept certain recommendations

| would like to thank the missions that contributed to what we see as a useful

dialogue during the review of Norway. Allow me also to thank the

representatlves from civil society for thetr many and constructive contrtbutlons
Civil society has a crucial role in making the UPR a credible and useful process. -

Thank you.

“Concluding remarks:

' ‘President, . - i

This meeting con’clude's'the formal proceeding"s” of our second report. The UPR
is, however, an on-going process where the implementation stage is crucial,
We look forward to followrng up on the many and useful recommendattons we
have recelved '

Allow me to. conclude by thanking you all for you'r participation in the review of
Norway In ‘closing, 1 will again emphastze that promotion and protection of
human rlghts isa pr|or|ty for the Norwegran government. Although much has
-been achleved we still face some chailenges and we continually strive to make
improvements “The UPR process provides a unique opportunlty to address
these challenges and raise awareness of the |mportance of strengthemng

' nat|onallmplementat|on

Thank you
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