- Human Rights Now -

Oral statement on agenda Item 6
Universal Periodic Review, Iraq - .

UN Human Rights Counceil 28" Sessron,
_Geneva, Bassim BOUTEMINE

Mr Presrdent

Human nghts Now condemns the grave human rights vrolatrons oommltted by ISIL )
including executions, targeted killings of civilians and journalists, abductlons rape and sexual
violence, and the enslavement of women and children,

At the same trme, HRN must express grave concern over the w1despread and systematro human
rights violations committed by the Iraq1 government and its security forces agarnst 1ts OWn mtrzens
_ mainly agamst the Sunni populatlon :

In early 2014 the Iraql government ‘committed indiscriminate civilian attacks in Ramach and
Talluj gh causing hundreds of civilian deaths. During the Anbar attack, Iraq Security Forces targeted

civilian hospitals, killing doctors, aid workers and the wonnded, Such brutal and illegal operat1ons _' N

1nclted a charn of retallatlons among affected commumtles

e In the current eonﬂxot ISF assomated w1th Shnte mrl1t1a groups conducts mass krlhngs
attaeks and torture against Sunnis in Sunni-majority regions. In January 2015, at least 72 unarmed
' Sunm Muslims in Barwanah were allegedly krlled by such forees '

* In February 2015, a moderate Sunni trlbal Ieader and assoerates were allegedly assassmated by.
Shiite assailants. Many photos and videos prove the gravity of ongoing w1despread and escalatmg
Vrolatrons that, may constitute war crimes and crimes agalnst humamty '

Lack of rule of Iaw, drserlmmatlve attacks agamst targeted populatlons and prevalhng
1mpun1ty over the human rights violations committed by the government and ISF 51gr11ficantly
- contr ibute to a oharn of retahatlons

We urge the Iraq1 government to: : :

@ Immédiately take measures to stop unlawful attacks agamst civilian populations, in
- particular Sunni people; -

(b): Proteot clvrhans durmg eonflrct and adhere to mternatlonal human rights and humanltarlan n

: law,; . ‘ ‘ t

(c) Conduct thorough mvestrgatlons of past human rights v1olat10ns and ensure JUStICB and
aoeountablhty, review all human rrghts polleres slnce 2003 and eonduot 1nst1tutrona1 reform
to prevent further violations; - : :

(d) Ratlfy the Rome Statue of the Internatlonal Crlmmal Court

We also reoommend the UN Human Rrghts Counell appomt a UN speelal rapporteur on-
Iraq under agenda item 4, :

Thank 'yo_u. )




