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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

This joint submission filed by the US Human Rights Network (USHRN), under Sections B, C, and 

D provides a summary of 34 stakeholder reports submitted by our members and partners.  

 

 Section B – Examines existing frameworks in the U.S. for protecting and promoting human rights,  

 Section C – Highlights some shortcomings in the U.S.’ on-the-ground implementation of its human 

rights obligations since the last UPR review.  

 Section D  - Highlights a number of recommendations the U.S. government should take to protect 

and promote the rights contained in the UDHR and in fulfillment of its human rights treaty 

obligations.
i
 More detailed and comprehensive recommendations for action are provided in each 

coalition stakeholder report submitted separately but referenced in this overarching report. 

 

B. NORMATIVE AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK OF THE STATE 

 

1. The U.S. has repeatedly emphasized a commitment to human rights for all, undertaking obligations 

to promote and protect human rights throughout the U.S., through all appropriate measures, 

including legislation, education and policy.
ii
  By virtue of our federal system, federal, state and local 

authorities share responsibility for implementation of international human rights obligations. 

Despite this understanding, there is no institutionalized effort to encourage, coordinate and support 

human rights education, monitoring or implementation at the state and local levels. 
iii

    

 

2. What currently exists at the federal level is an ad-hoc approach to human rights reporting and 

implementation, with insufficient state and local government participation.
iv

  The U.S. recently 

created a federal level inter-agency Equality Working Group to coordinate federal agencies around 

human rights, it has yet to be institutionalized and, to date, has not engaged with state and local 

governments. In addition, the U.S. also lacks a national human rights monitoring body and has 

failed to heed recommendations calling expressly for the creation of a national human rights 

institution (NHRI).
v
 Regarding human rights education, there is currently no comprehensive 

national framework or action plan within K-12 education (primary and secondary), higher 

education, or the training of educators.
vi

 

 

C. PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF RIGHTS ON THE GROUND (INCLUDING 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE 2010 UPR REVIEW) 

 

Equality, Non-Discrimination, Due Process and Equal Protection 

 

3. Black people in the U.S. are subjected to discrimination in ways that make them vulnerable to 

indirect and direct human rights violations. This causes them to be overrepresented in the criminal 

justice system (profiling, arrests, sentencing and death row); and to experience discrimination in 

employment, housing and education.  Black women are at greater risk of violence than their white 

counterparts and black LGBTQI people and those with HIV experience disparities that put them at 

risk of neglect, harassment or even death.
vii

 

 

4. Evidence indicates that in the U.S. LGBTQI people continue to be subject to human rights 

violations in the areas of employment, poverty, bullying, hate crimes, and health. During the 2010 

UPR, the U.S. accepted three recommendations that specifically reference sexual orientation, 

gender identity, and LGBT people (recommendations 86, 112, and 116).
viii

 The Employment Non-

Discrimination Act (ENDA), a bill intending to ban discrimination against LGBTQI people passed 
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the Senate in November 2013, but it has not pass the House of Representatives and contains a 

questionable provision allowing religious groups continue to discriminate.
ix

 

 

5. The exact number of unsolved racially motivated murder cases that occurred before the 1970s 

remains unknown. The Cold Case Justice Initiative at Syracuse University provided the Department 

of Justice with a list of 296 victims. The CCJI, among other groups, continues to discover victims 

of unsolved racially motivated murders. 
x
 

 

6. Approximately 28 million women in the U.S. are living with a disability and face multiple and 

intersecting forms of discrimination as a result of both factors. Due to discrimination in both the 

private and public sphere, women with disabilities are two to three times more likely than non-

disabled women to experience violence, including but not limited to sexual and domestic violence.
xi

  

 

7. The military justice system systematically fails to investigate and prosecute cases of sexual violence 

against its service members.  According to the Department of Defense’s (DoD) most recent study, 

5,518 military women and men experienced some type of unwanted sexual contact in the last year 

alone.
xii

 Those who report incidents of sexual violence are forced to report to the Chain of 

Command and are denied their right to due process and redress, and are frequently subjected to 

retaliation, stigma and harassment within the military.
xiii

  

 

8. In the administration of justice in military courts, the United States relies extensively on courts-

martial to maintain discipline and punish criminal conduct by its military personnel and certain 

civilians in violation of the ICCPR.
xiv

 

 

Right To Life, Liberty, and Security of Person 

 

9. A recent rash of killings by police of unarmed black men has sparked outrage in communities of 

color who view these killings as a result of illegal racial profiling and police brutality. The police 

killing of John Crawford III, Eric Gardner, Ezell Ford, and probably the most high-profile case, 

Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, have brought to light the lack of respect for the lives of 

people of color and the need for human rights protections.
xv

 In its recent report to the committee, 

the government notes its efforts to address the persistent problem of police brutality and racial 

profiling—most notably, the DOJ Civil Rights Division’s recent investigation of the New Orleans 

Police Department, which led to one of the most comprehensive reform agreements in its history.
xvi

 

The DOJ has recently opened a civil rights investigation into police practices in Ferguson, Missouri 

as well.
xvii

 

10. During the 2010 UPR, the U.S. received 22 recommendations on the death penalty, including many 

calling for the U.S. to implement a moratorium.
xviii

 The U.S. noted, but did not accept, most of these 

recommendations.
xix

 It is important to note the ongoing racial disparity in death penalty cases. 

Those convicted of killing whites are more likely to be sentence to death than those convicted of 

killing blacks
xx

 and black defendants are more likely to be sentenced to death regardless of the race 

of their victims.
xxi

 In July 2014, the state of Arizona executed Joseph Rudolph Wood III, using a 

dubious process and without the disclosure of the drug sourcing. Wood was pronounced dead 

nearly two hours after the drugs’ initial administration,
xxii

 though the lethal injection process 

normally lasts only 10 or 11 minutes.
xxiii

   

 

Rights of Individuals in U.S. Jails, Detention Centers and Prisons  

 

11. The U.S. currently detains approximately 80,000 prisoners in solitary confinement in its jails, 

prisons, and detention centers. Solitary confinement is well-known to result in severe psychological 
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and physical harm and it is disproportionately used against prisoners of color, and other vulnerable 

incarcerated populations like the mentally ill.
xxiv

 While no specific recommendation was made 

regarding solitary confinement during the 2010 UPR, the U.S. government accepted 

recommendation 177 to ‘ensure the full enjoyment of human rights by persons deprived of their 

liberty…”
xxv

  

 

12. More than 20 racial and social justice activists and human rights defenders languish in prisons 

throughout the U.S. These political prisoners are COINTELPRO/Civil Rights Era
xxvi

 activists who 

were persecuted because of their political beliefs and activities.  They are now indigent, aging, 

infirmed, and entitled to immediate relief.
xxvii

 UPR Recommendations 92.94, 92.153 and 92.154 

call on the U.S. government to “end the discrimination against persons of African descent;” and to 

“release all of its political prisoners…including Leonard Peltier and Mumia Abu Jamal.”
xxviii

 

 

13. LGBT people are overwhelmingly subjected to sexual harassment and sexual assault in detention 

and prisons, by other inmates and by prison staff. A DOJ 2012 study of data showed rates of abuse 

approximately ten times higher for bisexual or gay inmates than for straight men.
xxix

 While the 

Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA) provides for a case-by-case analysis of safer housing options 

for prisoners, authorities have in practice defaulted to housing transgender people according to sex 

assigned at birth.
xxx

   

 

Right to Security of Person - Gender-Based Violence 

 

14. Racial discrimination and gender-based violence continue to be significant issues in the United 

States for women of color (including lesbian, bisexual and transgender women).
xxxi

 The recent 

federal racial justice initiative, My Brother’s Keeper, excludes remedies to address persistent racial 

discrimination against women and girls of color; while under The Violence Against Women Act 

(VAWA) communities of color continue to receive a disproportionately lower share of resources 

than that required for the law to have impact where it is most needed.
xxxii

 

Criminalization of Vulnerable Communities 

15. Unjust laws that mandate rampant criminalization, policing, and incarceration of communities of 

color and LGBT people of color make them particularly vulnerable to a wide array of direct and 

resulting human rights violations.  For example, Blacks represent approximately 12% of the US 

population, but accounted for an estimated 44% of new HIV infections in 2010. LGBT 

communities of color, particularly transgender women of color and youth, are “endemically 

profiled” as engaging in sex work and other sexual offenses.
xxxiii

  

 

16. The stigmatization of sex workers and those profiled as such in tandem with “zero-tolerance” 

policing in urban areas where poorer communities are being displaced, operate to ensure that these 

populations are disproportionately impacted by the prison system.
xxxiv

 Sex workers in these areas 

face additional burdens of police violence and abuse.
xxxv

 

 

17. The U.S. has accepted recommendations to prevent human trafficking and child prostitution, and 

assist trafficking victims, however, many state laws and policies are designed to maximize 

prostitution arrests and prosecutions.
xxxvi

 In 2013, the U.S. passed the Trafficking Victims 

Protection Reauthorization Act (TVPRA), but, no states have amended their criminal laws based on 

the TVPRA model. 
xxxvii

 

 

18. Also of concern in the U.S. response to human trafficking is its failure to adequately identify and 

investigate labor trafficking cases; address the intersection between the child welfare system and 
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human trafficking, and provide coordination and promote collaboration between local, state, and 

federal agencies to combat human trafficking.
xxxviii

   

 

Global Human Rights Obligations 

 

19. Since 2010, Israel is, by far, the largest recipient of U.S. foreign military assistance. Providing 

military assistance to Israel in the face of longstanding impunity for human rights crimes represents 

an ongoing failure of the U.S. to fully implement International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and 

accountability measures required under the U.S. Leahy Laws.
xxxix

 

  

Administration of justice, including impunity and the rule of law 

 

20. In the U.S., legal representation is fundamental to safeguarding access to justice. Yet, millions of 

people in the U.S. who are poor or low-income are unable to obtain legal representation when 

facing a crisis such as eviction, foreclosure, domestic violence, workplace discrimination, 

termination of subsistence income or medical assistance, loss of child custody, or deportation. 

Indeed, in the U.S., only a small fraction of the legal problems experienced by low-income 

people—fewer than one in five—is addressed with the assistance of legal representation. Studies 

show that access to representation can have a significant impact on the outcome of cases.
xl

  

 

21. Approximately 21% of seasonal migrant farmworkers live in employer-owned-and-provided 

housing.
xli

 These employers often refuse to allow legal aid, healthcare, and other outreach workers 

access to migrant farmworkers and their family-members living in employer-provided housing. The 

U.S. government supports a number of UPR recommendations from the 2010 review and it has also 

engaged several initiatives designed to mitigate the lack of a civil right to legal representation, but it 

does not have a comprehensive or uniform federal and state legal framework concerning this 

issue.
xlii

 

 

Freedom Of Expression, Association, and Peaceful Assembly, And The Right To Participate In 

Public And Political Life 

 

22. U.S. civil rights laws are being used to harass and intimidate Arab, Muslim and other college 

students seeking to speak in support of Palestinians’ human rights. They do this in opposition to 

Israeli government policies and practices, or concerning the United States’ role in the conflict.  Pro-

Israel organizations in the U.S. have filed complaints with the U.S. Department of Education (DOE) 

alleging that speech critical of the state of Israel is inherently anti-Semitic and must be censored to 

protect Jewish students’ civil rights. In response, the DOE has opened investigations disrupting 

students’ lives, sometimes for many years.
xliii

  

 

23. The right to vote free from obstruction is essential to the human right to participate in political life. 

Widespread racial discrimination persists in the U.S. via obstacles to voting that disproportionately 

impact people of color in particular people of African, Latino, and Asian descent.
xliv

 The re-

emergence of obstructive practices such as voter identification laws, district gerrymandering and 

disenfranchisement of felons has caused vulnerable populations to see their right to vote 

compromised in significant ways. In June 2013, the Supreme Court struck down a core provision of 

the 1965 Voting Rights Act making millions of voters from vulnerable communities, particularly 

black communities, more susceptible to voting discrimination.
xlv
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Right To Decent Work and Just and Favorable Conditions Of Work  

 

The economic downturn, which had its origins in U.S. financial markets, destroyed jobs, reduced 

standards of living, heightened risks for ordinary people and drove families deeper into poverty. 

This was especially true for women and people of color. The financial crisis and economic recovery 

policies have had an enormous impact on the right of individuals to work. Overall, unemployment 

rates have fallen since the yearly average of 9.6% in 2010 but the underemployment rate remained 

at an average rate of 21.1 percent in June 2014.
xlvi

 

 

Right to Family 

 

24. Although some progress has been made since the 2010 UPR, LGBT people in the U.S. are still 

denied “protections by society and the state” for their families.
xlvii

 These include the denial of 

parental and custodial rights to LGBT parents, the denial of marriage rights to same-sex couples, 

discrimination and the continuing insufficiencies of social and legal protections for LGBT families 

in the United States.
xlviii

   

 

 

Right To Social Security, an Adequate Standards of Living, Including Rights to Health, Health 

Care, and Housing 

 

25. The U.S. accepted UPR recommendations to reduce homelessness and reinforce protections for 

homeless persons, yet homelessness has increased, and there is no entitlement to housing or even 

basic shelter. Further, homeless people regularly face the degradation of performing basic bodily 

functions – sitting, eating, sleeping, and going to the bathroom – in public, and are consistently 

threatened with criminal punishment for doing so.
xlix

 

 

The Human Right To Healthcare 

 

26. The right to health in the U.S. remains unrecognized. The Affordable Care Act does not address the 

right to healthcare; only the right to purchase health insurance, which does not increase access to 

actual healthcare. Further, large segments of the population in the US are denied even the right to 

health insurance based upon their immigration status.l 

 

27. Serious violations and discrimination against persons with disabilities and LGBTQI individuals 

occur daily, often masked as "good intentions" on the part of health professionals.
li
  In particular, 

women and girls with disabilities lack appropriate, consistent, and non-discriminatory access to 

sexual and reproductive healthcare services.
lii

. 

 

28. Discrimination and racism particularly affects African Americans, LGBTQI people and others 

vulnerable to HIV and living with HIV. Currently, there are no clear federal requirements 

prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity in hospitals and 

urgent care centers nationwide. 
liii

 Disparities persist in the estimated rate of new HIV infections 

amongst LGBT people Nearly 60,000 uninsured and low-income people living with HIV reside in 

states that are not expanding Medicaid, but are otherwise eligible for health benefits.
 liv

 

 

Rights of Migrants, Refugees and Asylum-Seekers 

 

29. Expansion of the U.S. immigration enforcement system has tremendous, negative implications on 

the protection of the human rights of non-citizens in the U.S.
lv

 Despite accepting several UPR 

recommendations related to protecting human rights in the immigration system the U.S. has 
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increasingly relied on summary deportation procedures, which fail to guarantee non-citizens’ rights 

to due process, access to counsel, presentation of their case before a judge, and other fundamental 

safeguards of fairness.
lvi

  

 

Rights Impacting Youth/Children 

 

30. In the U.S. there is no constitutional provision or national law prohibiting states from subjecting 

children under 18 to the adult criminal justice system, imposing adult criminal sentences or 

incarcerating them in adult prison facilities.  As a result, on any given day more than 6,000 children 

are in adult jails and prisons in the United States.
lvii

 By far, the vast majority of the youth who are 

criminalized and incarcerated in adult facilities are racial and ethnic minorities.
lviii

 Youth in adult 

prisons are at high risk of physical and sexual assault.
lix

  

 

31. Children of African descent in the US continue to be a vulnerable population marginalized by 

persistent race, gender, and economic discrimination. A growing concern is the increased use of 

psychotropic medications on foster care children, who are prescribed psychotropic medications at 

rates nine times higher than other children. Continued prejudicial and racist, sexist stereotypes
lx

 

about African-American girls being angry and aggressive, increase mislabeling diagnoses
lxi

 

African-American children are diagnosed with higher rates of mood/psychotic and behavior or 

conduct disorders and prescribed psychotropic medications, 
lxii

 even to children as young as 5 years 

old. The side effects and consequences of ingesting psychotropic medications are damaging, 

debilitating, and life-threatening. 
lxiii

 

 

32. An estimated 300,000 predominately Hispanic children harvest produce in the heat, exposed to 

pesticides, using repetitive motions for 10-14 hours a day. The high school dropout rate for these 

children is four times the national rate.
lxiv

  

 

Rights Impacting Sovereign Indigenous Nations and People 

 

33. Southeast Indigenous Peoples, many of who are excluded from the US Bureau of Indian Affairs, 

suffer from lack of safe food, housing, healthcare (including spiritual), and education. The U.S. 

today has no consistent system to address violations facing Indigenous Peoples especially the threat 

of climate change. 

 

Environmental Rights 

 

34. Throughout the U.S., communities of color and Indigenous Peoples are disproportionately exposed 

to environmental pollution. In New Mexico for example, they suffer disproportionate health 

impacts - primarily cancer - from pollution caused by industrial and extractive activities (including 

uranium mining and processing), yet many are denied effective legal recourse.
lxv
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