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VIVAT International (VIVAT) is a faith-based Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) 
founded in 2000 and granted Special Consultative Status with the Economic and Social 
Council at the United Nations in New York in July 2004. VIVAT was also granted Association 
with the Department of Public Information (DPI) of the UN in December 2004. VIVAT 
International represents 33,000 members of twelve religious institutes within the Catholic 
Church; these members serve in more than 125 countries.  In addition to human rights 
issues, VIVAT also focuses on sustainable social and economic development, the eradication 
of poverty, social and economic inclusion of women, the education of girls and a culture of 
peace.   

Some members of VIVAT International in the USA assist immigrants who have been 
detained in both federal detention facilities and contracted private detention facilities.  They 
cooperate with groups at the border that assist persons who have been deported. 
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