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Mr. P_resident, | |
On beh'.alf of the ‘Kenyan delegation allow me to begin by
expressmg our sincere apprec:|at|on to the Tr0|ka— Namibia, China
and Germany for thetr commitment and aSS|stance during

Kenya s second Unlversal Penodlc Review.

We also wish_to-ac’:knowl’edge the delegations who contributed
actiyel-y to the review of Keny.a in January 2015. Th'eir statements
and r-ecommen.dations will contribute immense'ly to our Qontinued
efforts in the fufilment of our human rights obligations.

Mr. Presudent
| Out of the 253 recommendat|ons made by State delegatlons
'dunng the revuew Ken-ya accepted 192. The acceptance of such
a large number of recommendattons bears testimony to the
importance and commltment that Kenya attaches to its human
nghts obllgatlons and the UPR process |n furthering the human
rights agenda. Indeed, Kenya is already addres_sm.g most of the
recommendations made, in line with its Constitutional imperatives_
and its development blue print- Vision 2030. We are, therefore,

" .'confident that their full implementation will contri_bute to the




formulation and dévelOpment of effective public policies in the
‘country. | |

Mr. President, R o

During the January session, 61 re'comm_endations, tho'ugh'pivotal.
'i_n'improving the human rights situation in Kenya, were noted. Out
of the 61, 33 of them related to the ratification of various
international instruments that'Kenya_is not a State party to, 7 to
| 'the abolition of the death penalty and 5 to laws frelating to freedom -
of expression and irnformati_dn amﬁng others. 'Abou'_t 2/3 of the
| noted recommendations were stated in absolute terms which in
- our view amounté‘to limiting the Government's ability to priorii_ﬁize,
taking into account it's resources -and circumstances when
determining the most effective way to fulfil its obligations. |

4

The recommendations_relating'_ to the ratification of -internatibnal o

instruments is a case in point. The Constitution of Kenya, 2010,
introduces a more detailed procedure for-the ratification of any

tréaty that would be binding on, K_enya; All treaties are ratified on -

- a case by case basis after extensive internal analysis, public -

participation and concurrence by Parliament. These procesées

“take time and it is critical that all recommendations that we accept




~under the UPR are implemented in a timely and comprehensive |

manner in accordance with Constitutional provisions.

~ Another ekample relates to recommendations relatlng to

."budgetary increases to various sectors. Kenya was given a
recommendation to lncrease the budget allocatmn to the health‘
o sector to 15%. of GDP Whlle the Government is committed to'r‘
prowdmg quahty healthcare in Kenya, there is uncertalnty as to
‘whether the allocatlon will have attained that threshold by the next

-UPR re\new glven the financial challenges the country.is facing.
= The same goes for the recommendatlon on the allocation of at |
least 10% of the state budget to agriculture development in. line
with the. Maputo Declaratlon.rThe recommendation to allocate
mofe resources to the _va'.rilo‘Lis Natiorial Human Rights Institutions -
also fellfs within this category. The te_-sources- allo,cated‘_to these

~ sectors '\_Af/'ill depend on the gover’nment’s.OVerel-l ability to raise'the
- neceS‘_’slary"fundfs.' However, we are grateful to our development
.- partners who give budgetary support to Kenya and we wish to use

this opportunity to call upon them to continue doing so.

Although,,_the recommendations on the abolitibn_' of the death

penalty in its absolute form were noted, the Government

—continues to take steps towards its abolition. Since the Review,




the Honourable Attorney General has directed the Power of
Mercy'CQmmittee to work with oother stakeholders to initiate a
National dialogue on the abolitien of the death penatty as a way of -
promoting human worth and dignity. |

Mr. President, |

Allow me now to comment briefly on some of the other noted
recommendations on various outstanding bills and Acts: The
- Kenya Informaﬁbn and Communication Act, the Media laws, the
' Freedom of Informatlon Bill, 2014, Data Protectlon Bill 2013 and
The Pubhc Benefit Orgamzatfon Act, 2013. We wish to mform the
Council that the Bills and the Acts are still undergolng
stakeholders'’ cbnsultations and analysis with a view to irhproving ,
thelr content and to secure consensus on the same. We

undertake fo update the Council on the progress

Mr. President,

We wish to emphasize that the noting of the recommendations
does not impty a bar to their full impleh'lentation. The Government
tecognizes the'importanCe of the UPR process in improving the
situation of human rights in Kenya. It will therefore take all the
necessary and possible steps, taking into' account, budgetary

considerations, public participation -and the various processes




taking '.pilace_in the country, tofens_ur_e that all recommendations
‘are effectively implemented. It should be roted that the
Constitu.tion of _Kenya embraces a. comprehensive Bill of rights
which reflects international human rights standards. Based on the
Constittrtional p‘rovisions, Kenya's courts of L.aw ensure that 'IaWS
-are interpreted in a Way that complies  with the rules of
“international Iaw and human rights mstruments that Kenya is a
State Party to. B

Mr. Presrclent
'In closmg -
Allow me to underscore 'the fact .thet .Kenya' has fully and
~ unreservedly embraced the UPR process as a most effective toot

| -tor,policy deve!opment init-iatives !and programmeatic interventions

for effective - 'real'iZat'ion"of hurnan rights and fundamental

freedoms The UPR has helped in the definition of our human
| rlghts priorities, and faC|I|tated the exchange of mternatlonal
| experience and best practlces to strengthen our laws, policies and

|nst|tut|0ns

| thank you



