Mr Pres1dent

| Thank you.
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TN Statement by the Amerlcan ClVll leertles Unlon (ACLU) on the
e Adoptlon of the UPR Outcome of United States of Amerlca
: UN Human nghts Councﬂ 3t)th Session '
: September 24, 2015

The ACLU welcomes the adopnon of the repo on the U S Umversal Per1od1c Revrew (UPR)

Tlns report sends a strong message that the Umted States has fa1led”to meet 1ts human nghts_

' 7obhgat1ons and commltments to its people and the, mternanonal commumty The report also .
provxdes congrete reconnnendatrons on: “how. the Umted States mrght rectlfy thls sitnation.
" However, the U.S. past. record on 1mplementmg UN recommendatlons has been d1sappomtmg,

and unfortunately, the recent U. S UPR responses offer l1tt1e hope for 1mprovement

-. ' ?Although the government is to be commended for 1ts act1ve engagement wnh eml soc1ety in the o
UPR process that engagernent hasn t translated 1nto any meamngfuk changes in domestlc ‘
' 'p011c1es espec1a11y those that are out of step w1th 1nternatronal hurnan rlghts standards

Through 1ts support only for those recommendat1ons that eall on the U S. to take aetlon on issues
~ that it is “already taking or have. taken and 1ntend to contmue takmg” acnons the U. S is sendmg :
a message that the UPR is 1rrelevant rather than a process for the United States fo reflect on -
" what needs to be done to bring its dornesnc pohc1es 1nto lme w1th 1ts human nghts comnntments Lo
at the federal state and local levels : = ‘ ' ;

Mr Pres1dent

Aetrons speal( louder than words That is: espemally true for a country that cons1ders nself a

. global human rlghts champlon

- ,:Th1s is the last major UN rev1ew for the Obama adm1mstratlon, and it offers a cr1tlcal :
opportumty to shape Pre51dent Obama’s human nghts legacy, especlally 1n the areas of rac1al and
er1m1nal Justlee natlonal secunty, and 1mrn1grants rlghts W '

_ 'The Obama adm1n1strat10n has an Opportumty to rlght many wrongs h1gh11ghted by c1v11 soerety j
, and echoed m Member States reeommendanons mcludmg holdlng aceountable those responsrble ‘
g for the CIA torture pro gram, mst1tut1ng a moratonum on federal death penalty, combating

structural racism espeelally in pohcmg and the cr1m1nal jllS'[lCﬁ system and 1mplement1ng falrer' -

*land more humane 1mrn1grat1on pol1c1es e ST

The world wﬂl be watchmg to see- Whether the Obama admm1strat10n wrll stand on the r1ght s1de _ |
of hlstory ' : ‘




