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Mr. Pre31de11t Excellences Lad1es and Gentlemen

On behalf of the Government of the Repubhc of Croatia T 11ave a pleasure to present our
posmon regardmg the recommendations received durmg the second UPR cycle

At the outset, I would 11ke to reiterate our firm support fo the UPR process The UPR is an
excellent tool for an internal 1ns1ght 1n the overall human nghts srtuatlon as well as a global
assessmenit of the same. - : :

M. Pres1dent

Allow me to extend our sincere apprec1at10ns t0 all ccuntnes that have contnbuted Wlth the1r
- ccnstructzve remarks and recommendatlcns durmg the interactive UPR dialogue in May this
- year. : :

'- Croat1an Government has 1ev1ewed carefully and in geod w1ll 167 reccmmendatmns in close'

o ~ cooperation and through intensive and fruitful consultations with all relevant dctors in Croatia.

" We are pleased to inform you, that Croatia was able to accept 162 recommendations; among
_ those six that wete partially accepted a:re now- eonﬁrmed to be fully accepted Or.tly five
recclmnendatlons have been noted s :

' Allow me now tc address the reeommendatrons in thematw clusters

Concermng the chapter on Rat1ﬁcat1on and reportm}! processes, I wculd like to draw your
attention to the fact that Croatiais a party to almost all international human rights. treaties,

) without reseivations to any of their provisions. 'In line with this, under this chapter, we have
" noted only the recommiendations on the ratification of the Tnternational Convention on'the

'R1ghts of Migrant Workers (two in total) and on ratification of the ILO Conventlon 189as
well as the 1ecommendat10n for the estabhshment of the mter—mrmstenal com1n1ttee for

o reportmg B R U T

- On the issue of the ICRMW Croatra asa mernber state of the European Umon adheres to the '
common pollcy on m1grat1on and will contintie to actlvely part1c1pate 111 the eons1derat1cn of
the EU asylum framework WIthIIl the EU ' S

' ,That bemg said, T would l1l<e tc underline the pa1’t1cular sensitivity that Croat1a attaches fo the
-~ current plight of migrants arriving to Europe From the beginning of the crisis, around 55 000
people . have entered Croatia on their way to final Buropean destinations and that number is
still growing. All arrivals havée been taken care of in a humane and dignified manner and - -
people were and are continuing to be provided with medical care, food, water and shelter.

. We have underlined that current situation requires a swift, but a comprehensive response.’ A

lcng term solutmn needs a'wider partnershlp and help from international partners. Croatia will

~continue to advocate the 1mportance of addressmg the root” causes of these overwhelmmg
1n1grat1cns

[



| Regardrng the ILO Conventlon 189 ranﬁcanon for the time berng, Croatia considers. its’ ,
existing legal framework sufficient and is therefore currently not planning to ratify this -
Conventron In adchtlon our legrslatron does not recognize the term of domestic ‘workers.

Regardmg the recormnendaﬁon to estabhsh an mter-mrmsterral commlttee résponsible for

international HR obhgatlons Croatla uses a system whete the ministries are the competent .

“state bodies that, in accordance with their jurisdiction, deal with the implementation of the .
provisions of the HR conventions. Ministries are primarily responsrble for preparing drafts of
national reports whether through the inter-ministetial drafting groups or in a close cooperation

with all the other relevant stakeholders. Finally, the Ministry of Forergn and European Affa1rs s

-8 responsrble for the cOordlnatron of those reports o

Regardmg some other mternatmnal 1nstruments allow me to add:
. . . Sk

- areview of the ahgnment of the national 1eg1s1at10n and practrces is ongorng Wlth a.r
- view to take the decision on ratifying the OP-ICESCR, - AU
o preparatory activities related to the I:atlﬂcatlon of the OP- CRC—I are envrsaged

7 - and the ratification of the ICPPED (IC for the protectlon of all persons from enforced N
o drsappearance) is under consrderatron

- Regardrng the Le,cnslatwe and Instltutronal Framework we are proud that n acc01dance with

the analyses of different human rights mechamsms Croatra demonst:rates a sohd legal _ B

framework Thus all reconnnendatrons were ac,cepted

Regardmg the chapters on Dlscnrnmatlon and Hate ctime and sDeech we haVe accepted ;
“all recommendations. The Criminal Code adopted in 2013 is fully harmonized with modern -
- European criminal laws that dlstmgursh defamation and insult, Furthermore, the amendments
passed in 2015 amended the criminal offense of severe defamatron and strpulated more clearly
~ the precondrtrons for exclusion of unlawfulness. ;-

‘Namely, it is now requlred that the perpetrator proves that the factual clalms 1nade or

propagated by hlrn or her; are true (or that a serrous reason Why he or she belreved them to be .
true ex1sted) S , ]

Also it is 1rnportar1t to rnentron that there will be no crnmna] offences of 1nsu1t and seriots
_ defamatlon if thie elements of the offences were fulfilled in an academic, technical or literary
piece, work. of art or pubhc information, or while the perpetrator was. performrng a functlon :
laid down by law, or engaging in a- political or other public or social activity, or doing -
journalistic worlk or defendmg a right, prowded thrs was done 111 the pubhc 1nterest or for

- other justitied reasons.

- Related to the Pnsons/Torture thele have been several recormnendatlons and all of them were
_aCcepted B T T e e e T T R

In- hght of the reconnnendatrons o the chapter on’ Domest1c Vrolencc ‘we were slrghtly
' surpnsed by their humber (20), however we have accepted all of them with the aitn o further
improve. all aspects ‘of the promotron reSpect and effectlve protectron of women -against
violence. A progress. w111 be soon cleatly reﬂected in our. MTR, as itis-a tool that can
_'srgmﬁcantly contribute to the regular UPR' report and- thrs is the, reason why we have
dehvered one oursclves Letme. turn now to the current sﬂ:uatron regardrng domestrc wolence
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Through permanent adjustment of the leglslatwe fra:mework (Gender Equahty Act and the
National Policy on Gender Equality), speo1ﬁc and targeted meéasures have already been put in
place to effectively combat gender dlscrnmnatmn and gender based violence: However, we
would like to do more, espec1a11y in the area of the prevention of gender based violence, as
- well as regarding provision of optimal protection for v1et1ms and support through activities
~and pro grammes for thelr soc1a1 moluswn :

When it COMmES to Women $ nghts allow me to men‘non that balaneed partro1pat1on of women
“in all social processes at-all levels is our national priority. For example, state administration
bodies arc obliged to adopthmplement plans for gender equality and to appoint special
- coordinators. It is obhgatory that at least 40% of all places on electoral 11sts are reserved for
worne.

- Croatia: will contiriue to 1mp1ement measures o further increase . the propomon of women in
decision-making processes - this 1ncludes runrnng a ealnpa1gn before the forthcormng
parliamentary elections. ' :

Further action for gender. equality and women empowerment will. also inelude measures to
balance private and professional obhgatrons, combat w1despread gender stereotypes and raise
~ the level of public knowledge on gender equahty as well as the introduction of the gender
B d1mens1on in the state budget and the budgets of umts of local and reglonal self-government.

f

- Mr Pre51dent

: The Ri ghts of the Chﬂd and the nghts of Persons wrth D1sab111t1es have been constantly h1 gh

. on the Government’s agenda since our 1ndependenoe Therefore, all reoommendatlons were

fully appreciated and all- of them are already 1mp1e1nented or are 1n the process of the
; 1111p1e1nentatlon sy - : :

- ,Croa’na actively promotes the rights; of the chlld and. tradlt:lonally supports all resolutlons that _

~ fociis on different aspects of the child’s protection, including in armed conﬂ1ct Alsgo, Croatia o

_contmues to support the proteetmn of chﬂdren in armed conflict through active part1o1patlon
. in the UN Security Council debates on children as well as on the protection of civilians in
“armed conflict. Furthermore, Croatia adopted ‘the Paris Commitments and Prmczples and will- .
_'_ﬁlrther pay attent1on to the needs of oh11dren and theu' vulnerab1ht1es, durmg and after aﬂned _

- conflict.’

- At the naﬁonal leveI the few Nanonal Strategy for the nghts of the Chﬂd 2014/20 has been
. adopted W1th a great num'ber of measures to further 1mprove the s1tuat10n in th1s area.

.Croatla fully reco gmses the need to strengthen the promo’non proteotton and 1no111t0r1ng of

“the human rights of persons with disabilities. Croatia has established a modern. inistitutional
- framework that can answet the need of persons with disabilities to exercise all their rights. We

are among a small number of countries that have a special Office of the Ombudsperson for"
Persons with Disabilities, and in our view the rights of persons with d1sab111t1es have tobe a -
'substantwe part of the “Post-ZOI 5 development agenda

' Cloatla attaehes great nnportanee to the proteot1on of the LGBTI persons from discrimination

a5 well as to enablmg them fo enjoy their rights. With th1s in view, the Life- Partnershlp Act
adopted in 2014 has introduced a civil partnership for same=-sex couples W1t11 all rights that
marned heteros exual couples enjoy, except for the adoptlon of 01111d1 en _ .



' However the recommcndatron related to the strengthemng the accountablhty and proseécution
of law enforcement officers who commit abuses against LGBTI persons and ethnic persons
has been noted. Singe 2007 Croatia 1rnplc1nents a system of track record for all hate erimes.
During that penod all of the criminal offences and misdemeanots committed on account of a_

“person's race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin, d1sab111ty, gender, sexual onentahon
or gender 1dent1ty were. tecorded in the track record. During that period no law enforcement -
ofﬁcers were recorded as perpetrators of hate motivated crnnrnal offences or mrsdemeanors

In add1t1on since 2006 Croatian Pohce 1ntroduced educatlon on hate crimes for police officers
at the Police Academy. Therefore, the recommendation has not been accepted as we have not
recorded any hate motivated criminal offences commrtted by law enfcrcernent offlcers agamst o

- LGBTI or ethmc persons

In relatron to the Trafﬁckrng in Persons, ; We are pleased that in this cycle we have only four N
recommendatrons ‘This has been a s1gmﬁcant decrease- from the first UPR cycle, however
_ What 18 more 1mportant — 1t isa 51gn that our efforts to oombat this phenomenon are effectrve
- Mr. Pres1dent -
.Concerning the chapter on National Minorities, including the Roma_minority allow me to
firstly mention, that for Croatia natiohal minorities represent an asset.and a clear sign of our

- cultoral drver51ty As all of the UPR recommendations in this area are focused on the need for

“continuous efforts in tlus regard we have accepted them all and they are now in the course of
11nplementat1on g . o , .

Members of nat1onal mrnontres in Croatra enJoy “the rrghts prescnbed in’ Croatlan -
Constitution, in adopted 1ntematronal 1nstru1nents as-well as in laws established for the

purpose of their protection. They are guaranteed the right to representatron in the Croatra.n_
_Parlrament as well as in local sclf~government unlts ' : :

' When it comes to Rorna minority , 1t is 11nportant to stress that the natronal pol1cy o Roma is
" in place since 2003 and that Croatia was also one of the foundrng members of the Decade of
Roma Inclusion. Alfhough challenges across numerous- areas still exist, the pro gress ‘made in

Roma inclusion cannot be disputed. Tt has in partrcular been documented in the area of"
educatlon and employrnent ' :

“The chapter on Rcﬁtges/retumees refers to oné of those 1mportant issues that still exist in our _
society as a consequence of the Homeland war. I would.again like to reiterate that Croat1a is
fully dedicated to solving all problems regarding the right to adequate housmg and the other -

rights of these people and is cooperat111g actlvely W1th111 the framcwark of the Reg1onal
. Housmg Pro gram :

 The chapter on anrants/ asvlum seekels also deserves our ﬁtll attention. We aocepted all four
issued recommendations. The current efforts of the Government and the people of Croat1a
dernonstrate sincere compdssmn in th1s enormous mlgratron movement. -

' Croatla accepts all recommendatrons regaldmg Wat cr1mes and missing persons As it was
clearly shown in interactive -dialogue with the Working group on involuntary and enforced .
. disappearance last week in this hall, regional cooperation remains the inevitable rcqmrement o
~in resolvmg the remarmng 1ssues related to mrssmg persons It is pro gressmg and 1t should be




speed up as the fam111eq of the missing persons are wa1t1ng all too long to discover the fa1th of

their loved ones In this vain we Started the initiative for the preparation of a reglonal hst of .

mlssmg persons.

| (PART I FINAL REMARKS)
M, Pre’sihdent? a |

Croatia would like to éxpress its sincere gratitude today, to all speakers, including the civil

society organizations that have raised some important issues, Croatia will continue the
consultations with civil society orga11lzat10ns in an open and constructive manner to rewew,
in the’ spirit of g00d w111 ail valuable remarks ralsed during this session.- '

- On the national level, we still have various 1ssues to work on with the c1v11 society commumty
in Croatia and we will therefore soon initiate broad consultations for an effeetlve follow—up of

* the reeommendanons

It was also 1mportant for us to listen to the eritical voice of the Office of the Ombudsperson in

Croatia which is an mdependent guardian of the human rights. of Croatians citizens”

‘Therefore, we welcome further development of the institution with the opening of its regmnal :
offices. This change enhanced the. capacity. of the Office and ensured accessibility for the
‘citizens who live oqtsude the cap1ta1 We are also of the view, that our cooperation can b be

) -further nnproved and we w111 1nclude the Ombudspe1 son suggestlons in our follow—up

And last: but not least we. extend our grat1tude to all states that mtervened in" today 5 "

1nteract1ve dialo gu.e

- A few comments on the remarks ra1sed

Mr Pre31dent

; We are conﬁdent ‘that this ﬁnal outeome WlH further contnbute to Croatla s efforts in

enhancm g the enJ oyment of human nghts of all otir c1t1zens

The comprehenswe 1mplementat10n of all the 1ssued UPR recommendahons w111 lead s to a-

more effective and advanced place in the promotlon and proteotlon of human nghts in our
country ' : : S :

Let me again assure you. of the continued support of Croat1a to the WOl‘k of the Human nghts
Councll and the UPR meehamsm Thank you. . S

Feew



