~ Presentation of the Universal Periodic Review of the Republic of the Government of

Nauru .
1A6 March 2016

Mr President
Excellencies

Member States and Observer States of the Human Rights Council
Ladies and Gentleman ’ .

I would like to convey the warm greetings of His Excellency Baron Wagqa, President of the Republic
of Nauru, and the people of Nauru to this august body. I would also like to reiterate Minister for
- Justice David Adeang gratitude to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the
Working Group, the Secretariat of the Pacific Community and our bilateral partners for allowing and
preparing the Republic of Nauru to participate in the Universal Perjodic Review (UPR) process.
' ’ . N
The Government of Nauru (GON) is pleased to provide responses made through recommendations
received at the November 2015 UPR review. o

The recommendations received by the Government of Nauru are'provided thematically and will be
~ addressed individually. Additionally, the GON Nauru Supports rec 87.30 and will ensure that minors
have access to education in a safe environment in line with its obligations under the CRC and other
international human rights instruments, ‘ - ‘ '

Treaty Ratification . . } ,

The Government of Nauru supports the recommendations to ratifying the Core Human Rights
~ Instruments and will prepare strategies for treaty ratification and accession in cbnjunction with advice

and support from the Working Group on Treaties. Nau_rii would like to reiterate that it will hold

consultations and awareness programs on the treaties with communities and relevant stakeholders

before taking the steps towards ratification. '

Capacity Building Assistance
Nauru has to date sought and received support for capacity building from the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Pacific Regional Office. Nauru will continue to seek assistance

from UN agencies and regional partners towards the implementation and fulfillment of its human
rights obligations. ' '

Legislative review and policy measures _
~ The Government of Nauru is committed to ensuring that the treaties ratified particularly CRC,

CEADW and CRPD are incorp(_)rated in national laws. To this end, the Government of Naury is

partners on the development of stand-alone domestic violence legislation and the development of a
specific stand-alone disability legislation.



’ Worklng group on Treatles . S k

The Government of Nauru supports this recommendatlon and is. currently supporting the Working
Group on Treaties through the Department of Justice and Border Control and the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade. TFinancial and human resource support from the two departments is
currently being used to support the work Of the Worklng Group on Treaties. :

National human rights institution » , ,

The Government of Nauru supports this recommendauon'and is holding discussions with regional“ ‘
and international partners on the establishment of a national human rlghts institution. Additionally,
the model or the institution w1ll depend on the outcomes of our discussions with local communities, °
relevant partners, and stakeholders including government. This is expected to begin formally in the
lsecond quarter . of 2016. ‘Partners 1dent1ﬁed in the development of the national human rights
1nst1tut10n 1noludes and is not hmlted to OHCHR APF, PIFS and SPC SR

Women’s rlghts and domestlc vrolence

The Government of Nauru supports this reeommendatton and in. partnersh1p w1th UNDP MCO
recently completed a one week meeting on Women’s Practice Parhament with the aim of encouraging
more women to stand in the upcoming and future elections. Currently, drscussmns and consultations
* are being held with regards to the development of standalone domestic violence leglslatron Further,
there exists a Nauru Women’s Plan of Action aimed at improving the quality of women s lives in
Nauru. The National Plan of Action has identified 16 thematic: issues that aim to 1mprove the lives of
women in Nauru of which eliminating violence against women is a key theme. Also, the new Criminal
Code will contain prov1srons that aim at reducing Vlolence in any form or manner including gender
based v1olence B :

Special Rapporteur and Mandate Holders , T

The Government of Nauru supports th1s recommendatron and has extended an open mvitation to all
. mandate holders to v151t Nauru. Representatwes of the GON met with ofﬁcrals of Specral Rapporteur
and mandate holders in 2015 and offered mv1tat10ns to visit Nauru To date we have recerved
invitations from the Spe01al Rapporteur on the Human nghts of Mrgrants and the Cha1rperson—
Rapporteur of the Working Group on the use of mercenaries. '

Ch1ldren s rlghts :

The Government of Nauru supports th1s recommendatlon A ded1cated Dlvrslon of Chlld Protection
~ Services was estabhshed in 2015 aimed at prov1d1ng stronger, consistent and efﬁclent techmcal pohcy
* and support service on children’s issues in Nauru. The newly established D1v151on of Child Protection
Services is currently resourced and housed by the Ministry of Home Affairs Three government
positions are now in place and deals excluswely with matters relating to children in Nauru — Director
of Child Protection, Senior Protection Officer, and Child Protection Officer. Additionally, the.
Division of Child Protection Services has the mandate of establishing national systems and processes -
to respond effectively and efficiently to cases of eh1ld abuse and neglect. Furthermore, additional
work and support will continue to ensure that the prrnc1ples‘ of CRC are 1ncorporated in national laws
and policies. o '




Disability _ '

The Government of Nauru supportjs this recommendation and will be working with international and
regional partners on the development of specific standalone disability legislation. To date discussions
are ongoing between the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat and the UNESCAP on the development of
stand-alone disability legislation.

Health and education ,

The Government of Nauru supports this recommendation and will continue to work with the
Department of Education and the Department of Health to strengthen its programs and social policies,
paying particular attention to the fields of education, health and nutrition, giving priority to the
neediest sectors of the population. The GON will also ensure that proper humar_l and financial
resources are provided to ensure due recognition towards this recommendation.

Climate change o o ,

The Government of Nauru supports this recommendation and will continue to work with the
relevant department in ensuring that its commitment to the UNFCC is facilitated and that a human
rights dimension is added to the ongoing and future work on climate change. The GON is committed
to ensuring that adequate human and financial resource is provided to allow the Climate Change unit
to function effectively and to provide quality service on national activities regarding climate change.

‘Report of the Subcommittee on the Prevention of Torture : :

The Government of Nauru notes this recommendation and will make public the report upon
submission, discussions with cabinet and the relevant government departments.
Decriminalize same sex |
The Government of Nauru notes the recommendation made with regards decriminalizing sexual
behavior between consenting adults of the same sex. In this regard the Government of Nauru would
like to reiterate that Nauru is Christian state and as such will maintain its religious doctrines when
dealing with issues relating to the recommendations made. Furthermore, the Government of Nauru
will work with community leaders, advocates, and civil society organisations to ensure that awareness
‘programmes and advocacy are facilitated to ensure that the citizens of Nauru are informed and
educated on the issues relating to the given recommendations. . |

The Government of Nauru will continue to seek assistance from the international community with
regards educating our communities with regards the above recommendations. Additionally, the
Criminal Code does not criminalise sexual behavior between consenting adults of the same sex in
private. Internal discussion and consultations with relevant stakeholders are being planned on the
revision of the criminal code to consider the issue raised in the given recommendation.

Abolishment of the death sentence ,

The GON notes this recommendation — the Constitutional provision on the death penalty has not been
~ invoked by Nauru. Parliament has yet to invoke a law on the death penalty and it is unlikely given its
commitment and signing of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Second
Optional Protocol to ICCPR. The Government of Nauru will continue to work with relevant
authorities and departments in the removal of the death penalty. Additionally, Parliament will need to
agree for a Bill requiring the amendment of Article 4 of the Constitution and getting the required two
third (2/3) for parliamentary approval. The Government of Nauru notes the recommendation and will



work on the removal of the death penalty after normal const1tut1ona1 process and national consultation
has been followed. It is env1saged that this will be progressrvely reahzed upon further consultation
with government and relevant stakeholders ’ :

Reglonal Processmg Centre
The Government of Nauru supports  the recommendation would like to 1nform the Human Rights
‘Council that the Regional Processing Centre is comphant with ‘international norms, standards and
guidelines. The Government of Nauru would like to state that places of detention currently available
in Nauru do follow the UN Minimum Standards Rules for the Treatment of Pnsoners - th1s is
: apphcable to the prisons and police detentlon centres 3 '

~

EnJoyment of the rrght to freedom of opmlon and expressmn and the right to freedom of

peaceful assembly and association

The Government of Nauru notes this recommendatlon and would like to ensure this august body that '

the enJ joyment of the right to freedom of opmlon and expression and the right to freedom of peaceful
f ssembly and association is enj oyed by Nauruans The GON will work with the relevant department to
ensure. that the recommendat1on made with regards the right to freedom of oprmon and expressmn and
the. rlght to peaceful assembly and association is enjoyed Add1t1onally, the GON is aware of the
_ controversy surrounding Sect1on244A of the Cr1m1nal Code and would like to relterate that the we
will need to further consult on the section before making amendments. The laws of Nauru will take
precedence as it is in line with our comm1tments to creatmg a safe and protectlve env1ronment for our
nat1ons and its people '

Access to the Internet
“The Government of Nauru notes this recommendatlon would like to inform the Human nghts Council
that rnternet is \free‘and made available to the people of Nauru including forergners i ‘

Vlsa fees for forelgn Journallsts
The Government of Nauru notes the recommendat1on

E Leglslatlve framework that protects act1v1sts in the c1vrl soc1ety agalnst reprlsals, in
: partlcular Journahsts and human rlghts defenders ' -

The Government of Nauru notes this recommendatlon and is calhng on 1nternat1onal commumty to
prov1de support in thlS area.

Independence of the ]udlclary v :
The Government of Nauru notes the recommendatron provrded on the 1ndependence of the Jud1c1ary
and would like to inform the Human Rights Council that the judiciary is independent and functioning,
The judiciary is headed’ by a Chief Justice and support from two judges and resident magistrate. The
judiciary functions independently - with its own staff who work directly for the judiciary. The dally

. functlons mandate and work of the Judlclary are the responsibility of the Chief Reglstrar The Chlef :

Justlce acts and funct1ons mdependently and in accordance with his const1tut10nal duties.

Asy‘lumrseekers, refugees and mlgrants' v '




' The Government of Nauru notes the recommendatlon made and would like to inform the Human -
Rights Council that protection and support is provided for refugees currently in Nauru. The
Commumty liaison Officers employed by the GON acts as a conduit between government,

* communities and the refugee community in Nauru. Social support is provided by the government of

Nauru and other contracted social services organisations. This has been ongoing since the inception of

the ‘Regio'nal Processing centre. The GON would also like to reiterate that it operates an open centre’

where by asylum seekers and refugees are able to move freely in Nauru. - v

Addiﬁonally, the GON has received visits erm the Sub Committee on CAT. In addition the GON has
allowed visits to the centres for the OHCHR Pacific Regional Office. The GON is expecting more
visits from special mandate holders. in 2016 and 2017.

The GON together with Transfield prov1des and maintains 1mprovements to the physical conditions of -
housing for refugees and also employs the services of Transfield to provide adequate security at all the
places of accommodation for refugees and asylum seekers. The GON would also like to state that both
refugees and asylum seekers are free to move about in the community and have also been employed in
local businesses, and, have started operating their own businesses.

Transfield Services’ Welfare team provide education, recreation and cultural programs and act1v1t1es
within Regional Processing Centre 2 and more recently into Regjonal Processing Centre 3. The
delivery within Regional Processing Centre 3 is supplementary to the current programs and activities
that are on offer by Save the Children. The purpose of the case management and meaningful activities
program is to ensure the well-being of transferees so that they can remain engaged with their status
resolution process. These services form part of a holistic, integrated approach to maintaining the
wellbeing of the centre and its people.

The GON would like to state that unaccompanied minors are under the guardianship and protection of
the Minister for Justice and Border Control. Children are enrolled and attend local schools in Nauru. |
They are afforded the same treatment as other Nauruan children in relation to education, health, sports
and other related activities. ‘

Additionally, protection for women from gender based violence is provided through the Nauru Police
Force with support from the Australia Police Force and other service providers. The GON is
committed to ensuring that women refugees are given the same prlorlty as Nauruan wonien in relation
to gender based violence. Refugee women have access to the women’s shelter that is currently housed
under the Department for Women. *

Conclusion

Thank you Mr. President and thank you to all those delegations that have provided comments to the
Government of Nauru’s UPR. The GON calls on the international community to provide technical and
financial assistance with regards the implementation of its human rights commitment. The GON

“would also like to thank regional partners in assisting Nauru with its ongoing human rights endeavors.
Thank you Mr. President for allowing the Government of Nauru to prov1de its responses to the 2
UPR recommendations. :






