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REPUBLIC OF KOREA
Mr. President,
Amnesty International welcomes the Republic of Korea’s acceptance of
recommendations to improve policing practices to better guarantee the right to
freedom of peaceful assembly.1 We encourage the Korean National Police Agency to
implement thorough reforms, including adopting and institutionalizing a clearly
regulated framework for policing assemblies and for the use of force in line with
international law and standards, as recommended by the Police Reform Committee.2
We regret that the Republic of Korea has not accepted recommendations to give
conscientious objectors the option to perform an appropriate alternative civilian service,
if they are not entirely exempted from military service.3 The decision of the Republic of
Korea to support only one recommendation – i.e. to consider releasing conscientious
objectors who have been imprisoned, and to consider removing the corresponding
charges on their criminal records - raises our concern that neither of these
commitments will be acted on in the near future.4
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Mr. President,
We also regret the decision by the Republic of Korea not to accept the many
recommendations to ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, to commute
without delay all death sentences to terms of imprisonment, and to accelerate the full
abolition of the death penalty in law.5
It has been more than 20 years since the death penalty was carried out in the country,
and it is high time the Republic of Korea join the 105 countries across the globe that
have abolished the death penalty in law. In May of 2017, then presidential candidate
Moon Jae-in made a commitment to move towards ratification of the Second Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; however, we note
that he has yet to take action on this.
Finally, we regret that the Republic of Korea has not accepted the many
recommendations to extend the protection of human rights to LGBTI persons, including
through the adoption of a comprehensive anti-discrimination act, and the repeal of
Article 92-6 of the Military Criminal Act, which prohibits and punishes consensual sexual
activity between people of the same sex in the military.6
Thank you, Mr. President.
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