AMNESTY

INTERNATIONAL

28 June 2018
Check against delivery

UN Human Rights Council
Thirty-eighth session, 18 June - 6 July 2018

Item 6:
Consideration of UPR reports

BOTSWANA

Mr. President,

Amnesty International welcomes Botswana’s acceptance of a range of recommendations,
including to ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,’' to establish
a national human rights institution in line with the Paris Principles,” and to combat all
forms of discrimination, especially against women.’ This shows some commitment to
human rights, however, we are disappointed that Botswana rejected the majority of the
recommendations made to it by other states, including related to serious human rights
violations.

We deeply regret Botswana’s rejection of recommendations to guarantee the right of
journalists to freedom of expression, including the right to receive and impart
information.* Journalists continue to be intimidated and harassed by the authorities. On 8
March 2017, three journalists from the INK Centre for Investigative Journalism were
detained and threatened by plain-clothes security agents in the area where the new home
of then President Khama was being constructed, amid allegations of corruption. The
security agents told the journalists that they would be shot on sight if they tried to return.

We also regret Botswana’s rejection of recommendations to ratify the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,’ the 1961 Convention on the
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Reduction of Statelessness,® and to adopt legislative measures aligned with the
Convention on the Rights of the Child to ensure every child’s right to nationality.’

Botswana also rejected 19 recommendations to establish an official moratorium on the
death penalty® and a further eight recommendations to ratify the Second Optional
Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political rights aiming at the abolition
of the death penalty.” This leaves a significant gap in its efforts to ensure compliance with
its human rights obligations and commitments — the very objective of the UPR process.
We are encouraged, however, that Botswana accepted recommendations to hold public
consultations on the death penalty,'® and as part of these consultations, we urge Botswana
to facilitate an open and transparent debate on the death penalty.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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