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  Summary of Stakeholders’ submissions on Côte d’Ivoire* 

  Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights 

 I. Background 

1. The present report was prepared pursuant to Human Rights Council resolutions 5/1 

and 16/21, taking into consideration the periodicity of the universal periodic review. It is a 

summary of 22 stakeholders’ submissions1 to the universal periodic review, presented in a 

summarized manner owing to word-limit constraints. 

 II. Information provided by stakeholders 

 A. Scope of international obligations2 and cooperation with international 

human rights mechanisms and bodies3 

2. The Commission Nationale des Droits de l’Homme de Côte d’Ivoire (National 

Human Rights Commission of Côte d’Ivoire) (CNDHCI) recommended that the 

government ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from 

Enforced Disappearance.4 

3. Joint Submission 2 (JS2) recommended that the government ratify the International 

Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their 

Families.5 

4. CNDHCI recommended that the government ratify the Optional Protocol to the 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.6 

5. CNDHCI recommended that the government ratify the Optional Protocol to the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights with a view to abolishing the death 

penalty.7 

6. JS5 recommended that the State ratify as soon as possible the Optional Protocol to 

the Convention Against Torture and Other Forms of Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading 
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Treatment, and put in place a national preventative mechanism which is in line with the 

provisions.8 

7. JS2 recommended that the government ratify the Optional Protocol to the 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.9 

8. International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) recommends that Côte 

d’Ivoire ratifies the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons as a matter of 

international urgency.10 

9. JS8 recommended that the government extend a standing invitation to all UN 

Special Procedure mandate holders and prioritise official visits by the: Special Rapporteur 

on the situation of human rights defenders; Special Rapporteur on the promotion and 

protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression; Special Rapporteur on the 

rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association; Special Rapporteur on the 

Independence of Judges and Lawyers; Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or 

arbitrary executions; Special Rapporteur on the rights to privacy; and the Working Group 

on Arbitrary Detention.11 

10. The Réseau Ivoirien pour la Défense des Droits de l’Enfant et de la Femme) (Ivorian 

Network for the Defence of Children’s and Women’s Rights) (RIDDEF) recommended that 

the State ratify Convention 189 of the ILO and ensure that it is taken into account in the 

national legal system.12 

11. Amnesty International (AI) called on the government to cooperate fully with the 

International Criminal Court, as Côte d’Ivoire had accepted to do in its 2014 UPR, 

including by transferring individuals who are wanted by the Court for crimes within its 

jurisdiction.13 

12. JS5 recommended that the government support the Additional Protocol to the 

African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights relating to the abolition of the death penalty 

in Africa.14 

 B. National human rights framework15 

13. JS1 recommended that the government bring national laws in line with international 

conventions.16 

14. CNDHCI recommended that the government revise the legal nature of the CNDHCI, 

provide it with sufficient financial resources, bring it into line with the Paris Principles and 

make it operational.17 

15. AI recommended that the government amend the provisions of Article 360 of the 

Criminal Code and any other provision of its criminal legislation that discriminates against 

persons because of their sexual orientation or gender identity.18 

16. AI called on the government to amend legislation on the use of force and on 

assemblies, including the Criminal Code, to bring it in line with the UN Basic Principles on 

the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials and the ACHPR Guidelines 

for the Policing of Assemblies by Law Enforcement Officials in Africa.19 

17. JS3 recommended that the government ensure the freedom of expression and media 

freedom by all bringing national legislation into line with international standards.20 

18. MFWA recommended that the government repeal Articles 170–173 of the Penal 

Code, which are overly vague and serve as a basis to stifle expression.21 

19. AI called on the government to ensure that the protection mechanism established by 

the decree to implement the 2014 law on the protection of human rights defenders is able to 

exercise its functions with full independence and impartiality, including by clarifying its 

role, function and relationship with the National Human Rights Commission and providing 

it with sufficient resources.22 

20. JS4 recommended that the State revise the legislative framework relating to 

prostitution and pornography in order to penalise all the acts prohibited by the Optional 
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Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and include in it definitions which 

are in line with the Protocol.23 

21. JS8 recommended that the State harmonise, without delay, its national legislation 

with the obligations contained in the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

and submit the initial detailed report to the United Nations Committee on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities.24 

 C. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into 

account applicable international humanitarian law 

 1. Cross-cutting issues 

  Equality and non-discrimination25 

22. AI called on the government to publicly reiterate Côte d’Ivoire’s commitment to 

respect, protect and fulfil the human rights of all people without discrimination, including 

on the basis of sexual orientation or gender identity.26 

23. JS8 recommended that the government prosecute discriminatory decisions and 

behaviours based on gender within the police and judicial systems.27 

24. JS9 recommended that the State remove all discrimination in the nationality law, 

including on the basis of gender in relation to conferral of citizenship on children by 

naturalised women, and disability in relation to the standard naturalisation criteria.28 

  Development, the environment, and business and human rights29 

25. AI called on the government, together with the United Nations Environment 

Programme and the World Health Organization, to promptly hold a meeting of public 

health experts to analyse information on the health impacts of the Trafigura toxic waste 

dumping.30 

26. The Ligue Ivoirienne des Droits de l’Homme (Ivorian League for Human Rights) 

(LIDHO) recommended that the government proceed to depollute all contaminated sites.31 

27. LIDHO recommended that the government continue the compensation that was 

started by the State in 2006 in order to compensate all remaining victims.32 

28. LIDHO recommended that the government equip health centres so that they can 

better care for victims and assign toxicology experts so that the victims of this humanitarian 

disaster can recover their health.33 

29. Actions pour la protection des droits de l’homme (Action for the Defence of Human 

Rights) (APDHCI) recommended that the government put in place an independent 

environmental and social impact commission on the mining operation at Hiré and its 

surroundings. This commission should include all stakeholders and civil society.34 

30. International Service for Human Rights (ISHR) recommended that the government 

develop, adopt and implement National Action Plans to implement the UN Guiding 

Principles on Business and Human Rights in order to fully guarantee the protection of 

defenders working on issues related to extractive industries.35 

31. ISHR recommended that the government ensure the protection of defenders working 

on extractive industries by suspending business projects where defenders have been 

threatened and taking the necessary measures to prevent further threats and attacks.36 

 2. Civil and political rights 

  Right to life, liberty and security of person37 

32. JS5 recommended that the government carry out inquests on all allegations of 

extrajudicial killings and ensure that the perpetrators of such acts are brought to justice.38 
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33. AI recommended that the government promptly, thoroughly, independently and 

impartially investigate all deaths in custody and bring those suspected of responsibility for 

the deaths, including by negligence, to justice in a fair trial.39 

34. AI called on the government to carry out thorough, independent and impartial 

investigations into all cases where the security forces have injured or caused death through 

excessive use of force and impose disciplinary and criminal sanctions, as appropriate, 

against all those suspected to be responsible, including superior officers.40 

35. AI called upon the government to define and criminalize torture in accordance with 

the definition in the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 

Degrading Treatment or Punishment, as Côte d’Ivoire had accepted to do in the 2014 

review.41 

36. AI called on the government to carry out prompt, thorough, independent and 

impartial investigations into all allegations of torture and other ill-treatment during 

detention and take immediate legal action, whenever there is sufficient admissible evidence, 

against all persons suspected of committing torture and other ill-treatment.42 

37. The Observatoire des Lieux de Détention de Côte d’Ivoire (Observatory of Places of 

Detention in Côte d’Ivoire) (OBSLID) recommended that the government accelerate the 

revision of the Criminal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code to independently 

criminalise torture and ill-treatment.43 

38. OBSLID recommended that the State integrate a training module on the prevention 

of torture and mistreatment into the training curriculum of personnel of the penal system.44 

39. AI called upon the government to instruct the police and the judiciary to put an end 

to arbitrary arrest and detention of people held solely on the basis of their real or perceived 

sexual orientation or gender identity.45 

40. AI called on the government to ensure that all persons deprived of liberty are held in 

humane conditions, including in line with the UN Basic Principles for the Treatment of 

Prisoners, the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, and the Rules for 

the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders, and 

in particular ensure that all detainees have access to sufficient food and drinkable water, 

adequate sanitary facilities and medical treatment.46 

41. AI called upon the government to promptly, thoroughly, independently and 

impartially investigate all allegations of attacks, arbitrary arrest and detention of persons on 

the basis of their real or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity and bring anyone 

suspected of responsibility to justice in fair trials.47 

42. JS3 recommended that the government unconditionally and immediately release all 

protesters detained for exercising their right to the freedom of peaceful assembly and 

review their cases to prevent further harassment.48 

43. MFWA recommended that the State refrain from issuing disproportionate sentences 

for violations of freedom of assembly.49 

44. CNDHCI recommended that the government recruit and strengthen the capacities of 

prison staff as well as those of socio-educational and medical staff members to ensure 

efficient guidance for the prisoners.50 

45. APDHCI recommended that the government facilitate the monitoring by NGOs of 

prison conditions, particularly the DST.51 

46. OBSLID recommended that the government improve living conditions in prisons by 

tackling overcrowding, specifically against wrongful pre-trial detention.52 

47. OBSLID recommended that the government implement the Mandela regulations in 

order to respect the right to dignity of prisoners according to the Minimum Standards of the 

United Nations.53 

48. OBSLID recommended that the government increase budgetary provisions in order 

to improve prison conditions.54 
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49. JS8 recommended that the government strengthen and increase the capacity and the 

care of Centres for the Temporary Accommodation of Minors, the COM, The Centres of 

Reintegration of Minors and the Centre of Re-education in Dabou in order to offer 

alternative solutions to the deprivation of liberty of children, including pre-trial custody.55 

  Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law56 

50. AI called on the government to immediately suspend, pending trial, any person in a 

position of authority who is suspected of committing violations of international 

humanitarian and human rights law since November 2010, including those committed in the 

Duékoué region, so that they are not in a position to commit further abuses or to influence 

trial proceedings.57 

51. AI called on the government to ensure that amnesties, pardons and other measures 

do not bar the investigation and prosecution of crimes under international law and take 

steps to ensure that victims have access to truth, justice and adequate reparations.58 

52. The Comité de Suivi des recommandations de l’Examen Périodique Universel 

(Universal Periodic Review Recommendations Follow-up Committee) (COMITE DE 

SUIVI EPU) recommended that the government execute all arrest warrants that have been 

published by the International Criminal Court before the elections in 2020.59 

53. AI called on the government to exercise strict chain-of-command control over the 

armed forces and hold to account any member of the armed forces for any actions which 

constitute violations of human rights or international humanitarian law, or for allowing 

others to commit such violations.60 

54. AI recommended that the government carry out prompt, thorough, independent and 

impartial investigations into all cases of human rights violations and abuses, and bring 

those suspected of being responsible to justice in fair trials, independently of their political 

affiliation.61 

55. COMITE DE SUIVI EPU recommended that the government create an independent 

reviewing body for the victims of the post electoral crisis within the existing remuneration 

mechanism in order to account for all victims and deal with their complaints.62 

56. LIDHO recommended that the State define clearly and precisely the meaning of 

“victim” which can take into account all victims of crises.63 

57. OBSLID recommended that the State ensure that victims of torture and ill-treatment 

can enjoy their right the justice and to seek redress.64 

58. JS3 recommended that the government provide recourse for judicial review and 

effective remedy, including compensation, in cases of unlawful denial of the right to the 

freedom of peaceful assembly by state authorities.65 

59. MFWA recommended that the government promptly investigate violations of 

freedom of expression by both state and non-state actors.66 

60. MFWA recommended that the government hold prompt and fair trials of 

perpetrators of violations of freedom of expression in order to decrease impunity for crimes 

against journalists and other free expression actors.67 

61. JS5 recommended that the government revise Article 145 of the Constitution so that 

the President of the High Council of the Judiciary is elected by judges to guarantee greater 

independence of the justice system and revise article 140 to guarantee the security of tenure 

for judges.68 

62. APDHCI recommended that the government execute the judgement of the 18 

November 2016 of the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights by putting in 

place an independent electoral commission, providing it with sufficient budgetary resources 

outside of all government intervention, specifically the Ministry of the Interior.69 

63. APDHCI recommended that the government define a maximum length of time that a 

judge can serve.70 
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64. JS5 recommended that the State guarantee better access to justice for all by 

decreasing the cost of procedures and guaranteeing a better understanding of the legal aid 

system for the population, by recruiting more judges and creating new tribunals.71 

  Fundamental freedoms and the right to participate in public and political life72 

65. AI called on the government to amend provisions in the Criminal Code and the Law 

on the Press which unduly restrict the right to freedom of expression, in line with 

international and regional human rights law.73 

66. MFWA recommended that the government repeal Articles 170–173 of the Penal 

Code, which are overly vague and serve as a basis to stifle expression.74 

67. AI called on the government to revise the mandate of the National Authority of the 

Press, including how its members are selected, to ensure it can exercise its functions with 

full independence and is not used to sanction journalists and media-houses.75 

68. JS3 recommended that the State lift restrictions that prevent private media outlets 

and journalists working for them from doing their work without intimidation and 

harassment.76 

69. JS3 recommended that the State refrain from censoring social and conventional 

media and ensure that freedom of expression is safeguarded in all forms, including in the 

arts.77 

70. MFWA recommended that the government sanction the state-controlled media when 

it fails to grant access to pro-opposition media outlets.78 

71. MFWA recommended that the government encourage increased privatisation and 

diversification among media outlets, particularly television because it is dominated by the 

state-owned channel.79 

72. MFWA recommended that the government sensitise security forces on protecting 

freedom of expression and on the role of journalists in promoting human rights, democracy, 

and development.80 

73. JS3 recommended that the government implement legislative measures regarding 

access to information and establish mechanisms to facilitate public access in line with best 

practices.81 

74. Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA) recommended that the State refrain 

from passing bills that would restrict media freedom through imprisonment or punitive 

fines, among other things.82 

75. JS3 recommended that the government adopt best practices on the freedom of 

peaceful assembly, as put forward by the UN Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom 

of peaceful assembly and association in his 2012 annual report, which calls for procedures 

in which there is simple notification of assemblies being held, rather than explicit 

permission being needed to assemble.83 

76. JS3 recommended that the government take measures to foster a safe, respectful and 

enabling environment for civil society, including by removing legal and policy measures 

that unwarrantedly limit the right to association.84 

77. JS3 recommended that the government ensure that human rights defenders are able 

to carry out their legitimate activities without fear or undue hindrance, obstruction or legal 

and administrative harassment.85 

78. JS3 recommended that the State unconditionally and immediately release all 

representatives of civil society, human rights defenders and political activists detained for 

exercising their fundamental rights to the freedoms of association, peaceful assembly and 

expression, and review their cases to prevent further harassment.86 

79. JS3 recommended that the government publicly condemn instances of harassment 

and intimidation of civil society activists and CSOs.87 
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80. COMITE DE SUIVI EPU recommended that the government implement a specific 

mechanism for protecting the workplaces of NGOs and civil society.88 

81. ISHR recommended that the government ensure that all alleged attacks against 

human rights defenders are promptly and thoroughly investigated, that perpetrators are held 

accountable and that victims have access to effective remedies.89 

82. ISHR recommended that the State guarantee, through specific policies, the 

protection of women human rights defenders, especially those working on sensitive 

issues.90 

83. MFWA recommended that the government increase transparency in the decision-

making process to approve opposition parties’ public rally requests in order to reduce actual 

and/or perceived anti-opposition bias.91 

 3. Economic, social and cultural rights 

  Right to work and to just and favourable conditions of work92 

84. CNDHCI recommended that the government tackle unemployment, more 

specifically that of women, young people and persons living in rural areas.93 

85. JS6 recommended that the government create favourable conditions for 

entrepreneurship.94 

86. CNDHCI recommended that the government take steps towards industrialisation, in 

particular procedures to facilitate the establishment of businesses.95 

87. CNDHCI recommended that the government modernise the agricultural system in 

order to create formal employment for communities in rural areas.96 

88. COMITE DE SUIVI EPU recommended that the State upgrade the earnings of 

farmworkers so that they can make a decent from their work, by raising the purchasing 

power of their products and levelling the prices in neighbouring countries.97 

89. JS6 recommended that the government put in place a vigorous and efficient plan of 

support and appreciation for jobs in the informal sectors.98 

90. CNDHCI recommended that the government implement female empowerment 

programmes in order to address effectively the participation of women in economic 

activities through granting sufficient credit.99 

91. RIDDEF recommended that the government develop a national law which organises 

the domestic work sector so that it guarantees freedom, equity, security and dignity, in 

order to make decent working conditions in the Côte d’Ivoire a reality.100 

92. RIDDEF recommended that the government put in place a policy and mechanisms 

that value the domestic work sector in the Côte d’Ivoire, which seeks to strengthen the 

employability of its workers.101 

  Right to an adequate standard of living102 

93. JS6 recommended that the government carry out regular maintenance of water 

sanitation infrastructure.103 

94. JS6 recommended that the government improve the sustainable management of 

natural resources and ensure food security.104 

  Right to health105 

95. CNDHCI recommended that the government speed up the process of 

implementation and operationalization of the National Health Insurance Fund in order to 

facilitate the access to care for all social classes.106 

96. JS7 recommended that the government speed up and rapidly achieve Universal 

Healthcare Coverage.107 
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97. CNDHCI recommended that the government increase resources dedicated to 

healthcare, in order to reach 15%, which is in line with the Abuja Declaration. 

98. CNDHCI recommended that the government recruit doctors, nurses and midwives to 

improve the ratio of doctors, nurses and midwives to patients.108 

99. JS7 recommended that the government put an effective performance contract in 

place in order to reinforce the quality of the management of healthcare establishments.109 

100. JS1 recommended updating the technical services in hospitals and maternity 

wards.110 

101. CNDHCI recommended that the government improve the system of replenishment 

and renewal of internal pharmacy stocks in order to guarantee a permanent availability of 

medicine.111 

102. JS7 recommended that the government strengthen the capacity of public health 

pharmacies, in order to increase the accessibility of the most vulnerable populations to 

medicines.112 

103. JS7 recommended that the government promote of a policy of generic medication.113 

104. ADF International recommended that the government improve health care 

infrastructure, access to emergency obstetric care, midwife training, and resources devoted 

to maternal health, with a focus on safely getting mothers and babies through pregnancy 

and childbirth, with special focus on improving health-care access for women from poor 

and/or rural backgrounds.114 

  Right to education115 

105. CNDHCI recommended that the State remove supplementary and complementary 

fees which act as a barrier to accessing education.116 

106. CNDHCI recommended that the government recruit educational personnel and 

strengthen reception facilities in order to give a sense of the obligatory nature of school.117 

 4. Rights of specific persons or groups 

  Women118 

107. COMITE DE SUIVI EPU recommended that the government adopt a law on gender 

parity to increase the amount of women in decision-making bodies.119 

108. COMITE DE SUIVI EPU recommended that the government strengthen awareness-

raising campaigns on the harmful effects of female genital mutilation and the penalties for 

perpetrators.120 

109. COMITE DE SUIVI EPU recommended that the government make the law no. 98-

757 of 23 December 1998 effective, on the repression of certain forms of violence against 

women and condemning the perpetrators of such violence.121 

110. CNDHCI recommended that the government implement a national strategy of 

holistic care for victims of gender-based violence.122 

111. JS1 recommended that the government nominate the same amount of women as men 

to the position of senator.123 

112. COMITE DE SUIVI EPU recommended that the government resolve the issue of 

underrepresentation of women by nominating and electing women for at least 30% of 

decision-making roles.124 

113. JS1 recommended that the State increase awareness among the population with a 

view to facilitating women’s access to land ownership.125 
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  Children126 

114. Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children (GIEACPC) 

recommended that Côte d’Ivoire enact legislation as a matter of priority to explicitly 

prohibit corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home.127 

115. JS4 recommended that the government adopt a specific national action plan for 

combatting the sexual exploitation of children, with clear and precise objectives, which are 

allocated sufficient budgetary resources, and which take into account more modern forms 

of sexual exploitation of children.128 

116. JS4 recommended that the government strengthen the capacities of the services that 

care for child victims of sexual exploitation, and provide them with specific training which 

allows them to adequately deal with cases of sexual exploitation of children.129 

117. JS4 recommended that the government implement awareness-raising campaigns on 

the sexual exploitation of children, particularly for parents and communities, in order to 

encourage the reporting of cases of sexual exploitation of children to competent police 

services, to increase awareness generally of the scale of the phenomenon and to remind 

every member of the community of their role in this regard.130 

118. JS8 recommended that the government establish a minimum age of criminal 

responsibility that is not lower than 13 years of age and that due consideration is given the 

child’s capacity for understanding.131 

119. JS8 recommended that the State form specific partnerships between the Ministry of 

Health and Public Hygiene and the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights for better care of 

the illnesses of children that are deprived of liberty or in institutions. 

120. JS8 recommended that the government implement specific policies and measures in 

order to avoid by all means the placement of children in detention centres, particularly 

developing alternative models and solutions.132 

121. JS1 recommended that the government develop a database of statistical data on the 

phenomenon of street children in order to carry out an adequate response.133 

122. JS1 recommended that the government eradicate the phenomenon of children 

working in waste dumps.134 

123. COMITE DE SUIVI EPU recommended that the government create centres of re-

education and professional training for the socio-professional reintegration of all the 

“children in conflict with the law” which are called “microbes”, and find a sustainable and 

definitive solution to this problem.135 

124. JS1 recommended that the government intensify the security measures against the 

phenomenon of “microbe children” and strengthen the capacity of the police force.136 

125. JS8 recommended that the authorities favour extrajudicial routes which avoid the 

deprivation of liberty in dealing with children in conflict with the law.137 

126. JS8 recommended that the government the programme of assistance to minors at 

risk in districts and sub-districts by including more community leaders, youth leaders and 

their mentors.138 

127. COMITE DE SUIVI EPU recommended that the government put in place a follow-

up committee on the effectiveness of free education across the entire national territory.139 

  Persons with disabilities140 

128. COMITE DE SUIVI EPU recommended that the authorities make all public and 

private buildings accessible by 2020.141 

129. COMITE DE SUIVI EPU recommended that the State include a category for 

persons with disabilities in the census, beginning with the one in 2019, so that there are 

reliable statistics.142 

130. The Confédération des Organisations des Personnes Handicapées de Côte d’Ivoire 

(Confederation of Organizations of Persons with Disabilities of Côte d’Ivoire) (COPHCI) 
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recommended that the State institutionalise specific recruitment of persons with disabilities 

to the civil service by adopting a decree which guarantees a quota of 5% of civil service 

positions by the end of 2019.143 

131. COPHCI recommended that the State adopt a decree which guarantees a quota of 

5% for persons with disabilities in private enterprises, accompanied by financial sanctions 

by the end of 2019.144 

132. JS8 recommended that the State increase, in a significant manner, grants for 

specialised institutions that are responsible for the education of children with disabilities, 

given that the State does not have its own structure.145 

133. COPHCI recommended that the State expand inclusive education across the territory 

and for all types of disability, from primary to higher education through equipment, 

adapting infrastructure and training teachers to care for students with disabilities.146 

134. COPHCI recommended that the State allocate 5% of the budget of the National 

Education Ministry for implementing inclusive education in the next 20 years.147 

135. CNDHCI recommended that the government integrate the topic of disability into 

curricula for teacher training and acquire necessary teaching equipment for the inclusion of 

persons with disabilities for the back-to-school season in 2019.148 

136. JS8 recommended that the State organise awareness-raising campaigns on the rights 

of persons with disabilities in order to change the outlook, behaviour and perceptions of the 

population in this regard.149 

  Migrants, refugees, asylum seekers and internally displaced persons150 

137. COMITE DE SUIVI EPU recommended that the government create jobs for the 

socio-professional reintegration of migrants, paying particular attention to women and 

girls.151 

  Stateless persons152 

138. JS9 recommended that the State party review the Nationality Code in order to ensure 

full implementation of the 1961 Statelessness Convention and Article 7 of the CRC, by 

establishing safeguards against statelessness for all children born in the territory, including 

otherwise stateless children born in the territory to foreign parents, provide clarification on 

who is considered a “foreigner” as set out in Article 6 of the 1961 Nationality Code and 

ensure that foundlings are guaranteed the right to a nationality, as required under 

international law.153 

139. JS9 recommended that the State party fully promote, respect, protect and fulfil its 

obligations towards stateless persons under international human rights law and protect the 

right to a nationality for all.154 

140. JS9 recommended ensuring free universal birth registration. Furthermore, the State 

party should take all necessary steps to address barriers to accessing birth registration, 

particularly by simplifying procedures, reducing the cost of producing and accessing 

documents, cracking down on corruption, training administrative officers and harmonising 

administrative practices regarding birth registration.155 

141. JS9 recommended that the State party strengthen the capacity of the judiciary to 

adjudicate nationality cases so that individual cases of statelessness may be resolved.156 

142. JS9 recommended that the State party ensure that provisions for the withdrawal of 

nationality as set out in Article 52–55 of the 1961 Nationality Code are clearly defined, not 

arbitrary or discriminatory, are in compliance with international law standards and do not 

result into statelessness.157 

143. LIDHO recommended that the State party increase the number of secondary birth 

registration centres so that the users have the possibility to register births at the local 

administrative level in places such as maternity wards, schools and remote areas.158 
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144. LIDHO recommended that the government organise national consultations on 

statelessness.159 
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