                                                                 Children’s rights
I would like to speak on behave of the Working Group of the Kazakhstani NGOs “On Protection of the Rights of Children”.
Several  Recommendations  given to Kazakhstan by India,  Russian Federation, Iran, Morocco  and China refer to  setting up  the Office of the Ombudsman on the Rights of the Child.
 These recommendations  enjoyed the support of Kazakhstan, which considers that they are in the process of being implemented. 
1. In February 2016,  the institution of the Commissioner for the Rights of the Child was established by the Decree of the President. The institution carries out its activities on a voluntary basis without sufficient funding, technical and human resources. The current statue of the Child Ombudsman does not comply with the general comment No. 2 (2002) of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the role of independent human rights institutions  to take immediate measures to establish the Institution in full compliance with the Paris Principles, without which systematic monitoring, a simplified complaints procedure for children and their legal representatives and their protection are impossible.

2. Until now, “the Concept of the state policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the interests of children until 2030”, which envisages the creation of effective mechanisms for its implementation, provided with sufficient human, technical and financial resources has not not been adopted. 

A clear accurate “children's” budget has not been developed yet. Despite the active work of the Committee for the Protection of the Children's Rights, its subordination to the Ministry of Education and Science considerably narrows the potential possibilities of the Committee, restricting its powers primarily to the sphere of education. Transformation of  the territorial departments of the Committee  into departments handed over to the local Akimat Education Department,  significantly increased their dependence on local executive bodies and resulted in the loss of trained professionals  working for the benefit of children. 
             Recommendations 
· Bring the institute of the Children’s Ombudsman in full compliance with the Paris Principles, including by further strengthening its independence and by providing it with adequate financial and personnel resources.
· Adopt “the Concept of the state policy of the Republic of Kazakhstan in the interests of children until 2030”.
Despite a number of positive developments and some progress achieved there are persistent determinants and bottlenecks  in the application of the laws in practice in the national system of child protection.

3. Spain, Philippines, Tajikistan  raised concern and put recommendation  relating to   child labour. Despite the fact that Kazakhstan has ratified  2 ILO Conventions, has developed a list of types of work that children are not allowed to perform, including agricultural work, and that criminal liability for the use of child labour has been made more stringent, child labour still persists, mainly in the cotton harvesting, vegetable production and domestic work. 
              Recommendations 

· Develop mechanisms of monitoring of child labour. Redouble efforts to address child labour, particularly in the cotton sector.
4. In the state system of protection of the rights of the child, law enforcement practices that would be aimed against discrimination are practically non-existent. The NGO Working group  has revealed violations of the rights of children - migrants, children with special needs, children with deviant behaviour,  and lving in rural areas. Discrimination against these cathegories of children persists especially with regard to their access to education, healthcare, rehabilitation programs.  The problem persists on the ground for childen born to undocumented migrants  and persons  with undetermined nationality. 

Some of ethnic Kazakh children are deprived of decent living conditions and face difficulties in accessing quality medical and educational services. 

             Recommendations 
· Ratify the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families ICRMW .
· Introduce changes to the definitions of the Law “On the Rights of the Child” by replacing the definition of an “invalid child” which creates a negative stereotype with the definition of a “child (children) with disabilities”.
· Ensure  equal access to quality healthcare and educational services and combat any forms of discrimination against children-migrants, children with special needs,  children in rural areas.
5. The Kazakh legislation prohibits marriages with minors and forced marriages. According to  the Code “On Marriage and Family”, the age of marriage is defined as the minimum age necessary for marriage and is set at 18.  Article 10.2 of the Code provides for the possibility to reduce the marriageable age for a period not exceeding two years, if there exist such valid reasons as pregnancy and the birth of a child.

The Criminal Code does not provide for a criminal liability for forced and early forced marriages. In practice, the type of settlement is encouraged when the girls are pressured into confirming that the “relations were voluntary.”

The increase in the number of early and forced marriages, especially in rural areas, takes the form of a systematic violation of rights and freedoms, especially of girls and women. According to different sources annually 1500-2000  marriages with minors are registered in Kazakhstan. As a rule, compulsion to marriage, kidnapping for the purpose of compulsion to marriage  in major cases  is  latent. Victims do not apply to law enforcement agencies for various reasons: due to the prevailing stereotypes that kidnapping and compulsion to marriage is an established tradition; due to the age and, accordingly, a lack of understanding of what is happening; due to material or other dependence; because of pressure from relatives (community) and fear of condemnation; and also because of disbelief in the help of law enforcement agencies. Often, victims who are locked up and deprived of their liberty do not have a physical ability to seek help from relatives or law enforcement agencies.

The absence of official statistics does not exclude the actual entry into the marriage relationship of minors.  Proposed novels   should play the role of a preventive regulator.
                Recommendations      
Amend the Criminal Code to introduce liability for forcing minors to marry or for marrying a minor. Introduce administrative  liability for religious figures for conducting marriage ceremonies involving minors. Introduce into the Code of Administrative Offenses a provision on liability for parents who force their children to marry before they reach the age of marriage.

 Other Recommendations:
       Ratify the Third Optional Protocol to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

  Develop and implement a list of guaranteed services for children with autistic spectrum disorders (disability pension, home-schooling or home services, rehabilitation and social adaptation measures within special-purpose educational establishments, etc.)
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