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Introduction
During the Second Universal Periodic Review (UPR) in 2015, Niger received 168
recommendations,1 among which include: to remove reservations to core human rights
instruments including the ConventionagainstTorture; the International Conventionon the
Eliminationof All Formsof RacialDiscrimination;the Conventionon the Eliminationof all Forms
of DiscriminationagainstWomen;the InternationalConventionon the Protectionof the Rights
of All Migrant Workersand Membersof TheirFamilies;to abolishthe death penalty,through
the accessionto the SecondOptional Protocol to the International Covenanton Civil and
PoliticalRights;to ensurefull respectfor the right to freedom of expression(both online and
offline) and media freedom by preventingall harassmentand undue detention of journalists
andcivil societyactivists.2

In this documentMaat outlines severalconcernsrelating to the violationsof humanrights in
Niger since2015.More importantly, we underscorethe failure of the governmentto uphold
and implement some of the recommendationsacceptedduring its examinationunder the
UniversalPeriodicReview(UPR)with exampleswhichare illustrativeof formsof discrimination,
evidenceof torture and the government�[s attempts to curb the freedomsof expressionand
assembly.

CurrentStateof SecurityandHumanRightsin Niger
In 2019, Niger saw a significant resurgence of extremist violence spread across its
communities.3 Theresponseto this resurgencehasbeen increasedmilitary operationsby the
Nigerien security forces. However, while these military operations may have neutralized
membersof the terrorist groups,it hasalsoresulted in summaryexecutionsand extrajudicial
killings and other human rights violations. In addition, the counter terrorism schemesare
disproportionately resulting in societal stigmatization and violence against marginalized
communities.4 As a result, over 150 personsof whom are predominantlyFulanimen, have
either disappearedor beenvictimsof extrajudicialkillingsby Nigeriensecurityforcessincethe
beginningof 2020.5

Althoughthe Governmentof Nigerhasstrivedto meet its humanrightsobligationsin the fight
against terrorism, the systemsrequired to monitor violations of human rights have been
weakenedby this military basedapproach.It is therefore important for the State party to
reconcilesecurityandcriminaljusticeapproachesto terrorism.

1 https://www.upr-info.org/sites/default/files/document/niger/session_24_-_janvier_2016/recommendations_and_pledges_niger_2016.pdf
2 Ibid.
3 https://allafrica.com/stories/202008060001.html
4 https://cipesa.org/2020/08/niger-passes-new-law-on-interception-of-communications/
5 Ibid.


