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Introduction

During the Second Universal Periodic Review (UPR) in 2015, Niger received 168
recommendations, among which include: to remove reservationsto core human rights
instruments including the Conventionagainst Torture; the International Conventionon the
Eliminationof All Formsof RaciaDiscriminationthe Conventionon the Eliminationof all Forms
of DiscriminationagainstWomen;the InternationalConventionon the Protectionof the Rights
of All Migrant Workersand Membersof TheirFamiliesto abolishthe death penalty,through
the accessionto the SecondOptional Protocol to the International Covenanton Civil and
PoliticalRights;to ensurefull respectfor the right to freedom of expression(both online and
offline) and media freedom by preventingall harassmentand undue detention of journalists
and civil societyactivists?

In this documentMaat outlines severalconcernsrelating to the violationsof humanrightsin
Niger since2015. More importantly, we underscorethe failure of the governmentto uphold
and implement some of the recommendationsacceptedduring its examination under the
UniversalPeriodicReviem(UPRWith exampleswvhichareillustrative of forms of discrimination,
evidenceof torture and the governmentp attempts to curb the freedomsof expressionand
assembly.

CurrentState of Securityand HumanRightsin Niger

In 2019, Niger saw a significant resurgence of extremist violence spread across its
communities® Theresponseto this resurgencehasbeenincreasedmilitary operationsby the
Nigerien security forces. However, while these military operations may have neutralized
membersof the terrorist groups,it hasalsoresultedin summaryexecutionsand extrajudicial
killings and other human rights violations. In addition, the counter terrorism scheme are
disproportionatelh resulting in societa stigmatizatior and violence agains marginalize:
communities* As a result, over 15C person: of whom are predominantly Fulan men. have
either disappeare: or beer victims of extrajudicia killings by Nigerier security forces since the
beginnin¢ of 2020°

Althougt the Governmen of Nigel has strivec to meet its humar rights obligation: in the fight
agains terrorism, the systemsrequired to monitor violations of human rights have been
weakenedby this military basedapproach.lIt is therefore important for the State party to
reconcilesecurityand criminaljusticeapproachego terrorism.
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