Spanish

Espacio Publico trabaja la libertad de expresion e informacion desde el afio 2002. Participamos en el
EPU desde el primer ciclo. Presentamos 3 informes en coalicién: uno como Alianza por la Libertad de
Expresion; otro junto CIVICUS y la Red Latinoamericana y del Caribe para la Democracia (REDLAD);
y el ultimo con Access Now y Venezuela Inteligente.

Esta declaracion se basa en los informes presentados y refiere a la situacion del espacio civico en el
pais. La primera parte es sobre libertad de expresién e informacion y la segunda sobre libertad de
asociacion y protesta pacifica.

Libertad de expresion e informacién

En el periodo anterior, el Estado acepté 20 recomendaciones y solo una fue implementada
parcialmente. Entre 2017 y 2020 hubo 1953 casos que incluyen cierres de medios, hostigamiento

judicial y 809 detenciones arbitrarias.

Se restringe informacién de alto interés publico. De las 172 peticiones de informacion hechas entre
2017 y 2020, el 89% no fueron respondidas.

En 2019 se registraron 64 bloqueos de redes sociales y plataformas de streaming. Hubo 31
detenciones en 2020 por difundir mensajes criticos al gobierno.

La reciente ley de acceso a la informacion exige una motivacion para procesar una solicitud, por esto
no cumple con los estandares internacionales en la materia.

Recomendamos: implementar leyes y politicas que garanticen el acceso a la informacion.
Derogar leyes inconstitucionales como “ley contra el odio, por la convivencia pacifica y la tolerancia”;

Garantizar la libertad de expresion y la privacidad en linea, y evitar ralentizar o bloquear Internet y los
servicios de telecomunicaciones.

Libertad de asociacidn y protesta pacifica

De la unica recomendacién aceptada, y 12 anotadas en la materia, solo 5 se aplicaron parcialmente y
ninguna relacionada con la proteccion de las personas defensoras.

En 2021, 8 defensores fueron detenidos y procesados judicialmente, a la fecha se mantienen los
casos abiertos.

En 2017 mas de 100 personas fueron asesinadas y miles detenidas en el contexto de protestas,
civiles fueron juzgados en tribunales militares.Manifestantes son discriminados y expuestos a
desapariciones forzadas, tortura y ejecuciones extrajudiciales.

Recomendamos: Investigar de forma imparcial todos los casos asegurando justicia y reparacion de
las victimas.

Derogar las leyes e iniciativas que restringen indebidamente a la sociedad civil, como la ley organica
de seguridad nacional, la ley de defensa de la soberania politica y la ley de cooperacion
internacional.



Muchas gracias.

English
Espacio Publico has been working on freedom of expression and information since 2002. We have
participated in the UPR since the first cycle. We submit 3 reports in coalition: one as the Alliance for
Freedom of Expression; another together with CIVICUS and the Latin American and Caribbean
Network for Democracy (REDLAD); and the last one with Access Now and Venezuela Inteligente.
This statement is based on the reports presented and refers to the situation of civic space in the
country. The first part is on freedom of expression and information and the second on freedom of
association and peaceful assembly.
Freedom of expression and information
In the previous period, the State accepted 20 recommendations and only one was partially
implemented. Between 2017 and 2020 there were 1953 cases that also include media closures,

judicial harassment and 809 arbitrary detentions.

Information of public interest is restricted. Of the 172 requests for information made between 2017
and 2020, 89% were not answered.

In 2019, 64 blockages of social networks and streaming platforms were recorded. There were 31
arrests in 2020 for disseminating critical content of the government.

The recent law on access to information requires a motivation to process a request, thus it does not
comply with international standards.

We recommend implementing laws and policies that guarantee access to information.
Repealing unconstitutional laws such as "law against hatred, for peaceful coexistence and tolerance";

Guaranteeing freedom of expression and privacy online, and avoiding slowing down or blocking the
Internet and telecommunications services.

Freedom of association and peaceful assembly

Of the only accepted recommendation, and 12 noted on the matter, only 5 were partially implemented
and none related to the protection of defenders.

In 2021, 8 defenders were detained and prosecuted, to date the cases remain open.
In 2017 more than 100 people were killed and thousands were detained in the context of protests,
civilians were tried in military courts. Protesters are subjected to enforced disappearances, tortures

and extrajudicial executions.

We recommend impartially investigating all cases by guaranteeing justice and reparation to the
victims.



Repealing laws and initiatives that unduly restrict civil society, such as the organic law on national
security, or the law on the defense of political sovereignty and the law on international cooperation.

Thank you for your attention.




